Iong sessions; and the YCs are full
of them and of even longer ones. What
puzzles me is how the announcer fills
in the time between announcing a
World Theatre play at nine and break-
ing it te us that it is over at 11. I've
been trying to picture. Does he go
for a long walk? Does he bake the
scones for the next day's staff morning
tea? Does he knit, or write ten-page
love letters, or dust the microphones,
or gossip with an equally bored tech-
nician, or play chess with him., or
pattence with himself, or learn Esper-
anto, or practice his vowels, or read
Proust, or do crosswords, or embroid-
ery or calisthenics or yogi, or flirt with
the Teceptionist, or scratch his back, or
hypnotise  himself watching goldfish
swimming in an aqguarium, or cacti
growing in a pot, or the turntable re-
volving 33 and a third times every
minute? Does he, perhaps, even listen
to the play? 1 don't really want to
know, of course. The world is poorer
for every mystery which is elucidated,
1 just enjoy wondering,

—R.D.McE.

Word Eating

;\lY title is perhaps a little strong

for what I am about to do. It
may be recalled that last year, I had
hargh things to say of the New Zea-
land Music Society’s programmes from
London, compéred by Andrew Gold.
My feelings then were that it was a
mistake in this day and age to ask
our gifted compatriots to play and sing
old chestnuts that exist definitely on
records, or appear in every concert
programme; I asked, therefore, for
works interesting in themselves that
one would want to hear, and in par-
ticular, for works by New Zealand com-
posers. The present series offers both:
my compliments to Mr Gold and to his
artists. Last week, for example, Guy
Henderson (oboe) and Shirley Carter
(piano) expertly played a sonata for
these instruments by Hindemith, and
this was followed by Gordon Watson
playing a piano sonata by Edwin Carr,
of - Auckland. This seems to me the
most interesting work by a New Zea-

land composer to be heard for some !
time on our radio. Mr Watson showed :

every sign of understanding what was
required of him, from the maestoso
first movement, laid out in what seemed
to be a Brahmsian style, to the poig-
nant variations of the second, and the
vivacity of the third. Mr Carr has
clearly an excellent technique of writ-
ing for the piano, and a2 most com-
pelling and powerful musical imagina-
tion. And in case that sounds too pom-
pous, or knowledgeable, let me say that
I look forward with eagerness to hear-
ing it again, as soon as possible.

Word Spinning

CONFESS, that at first, Emiyn

Williams’s tour de force of represent-
ing Charles Dickens, and then in this
physiognomy, to impersonate all his
best-known characters, did not appeal
to me. T could not help asking the
gquestion posed to the man, who had,
by great labour, carved the Lord's
Prayer on the head of a pin: a simple
and devastating “Why?” T knew, of
course, of Mr Williams’s great success

PLASTIC COAT TORN?

Plastine will mend it. Plastine mends ofl
pve plastics, curtains, bags, infiatabie toys.
ideal fer putting plostic linings in lunch

cases, covering books, mending garden
hoses. Simple to use; 2/3 per tube. Your
store haos it, or will order for you from
UNIPLAST, P.O. Box 734, Hamiiton.

Porking Metres

To get the attractive container.

Deep frozen, in polythene bags?
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WANT TO MAKE A FORTUNE?

'I‘HE packaging trade is surviving the test
These days, it could hardly be plainer,
For it’s almost worth buying a thing you detest

But when will commercial tycoons come to grips
With the task of surmounting the snags
In supplving the public with fried fish and chips

that he is one of its
very best actors. He
told, a Sunday or so

ago, a Dickens ghost
story, called “The Sig-
nalman.” It was liter-
ally, I ask you to be-
lieve, on a somnolent
Sunday afternoon, hair-
raising,. The room was
full of characters going
about on spectral

—R.G.P.

in London and New York, but I could
still see nothing in the whole idea more
tHan pointless virtuosity. I have now
listened to three of the programmes
currently running on the National Pro-
gramme. My report is that as an artist
and a technician, Williams is stagger-
ing. The vocal control, intricate and
subtle variations of pace, the range of
feeling, and the power to evoke -atmo-
sphere, all add up to an amazing dis-
play. 1 had omitted to recall, you see,
that Williams, next to Gielgud, has the
finest voice on the English stage, and

[
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errands, and if he can
do this by voice alone, what will it be
like when he visits us in the flesh next
year? I leave it to you to judge.

B.EG.M.

No Scene Without a Song
“] THINK that the composer should
have the same freedom that the
poet has, to choose his subject where
he wants it. The important thing is
that the subject should move the com-
poser into song."—Gian-Carlo Menotti,
the Italian-American composer, speak-
ing in a BBC programme.

LIXE WALKING
ON PILLOWS!

The most delightful walke
ing ease imaginable—all-
day foot ease, freshness
and vitality. Made from
Scho-tex.the new, extra-
soft Latex foam rubber

(mitlions of tiny air

cells). Washable,

odourless. Fit any boot
or shoe.

4/9 or.

Scholl Foot Comfort Service:

HAM. 30 Col'waod St. LR. HUTT 29/ High Se.
HAST. 402 H'tounga-St, BLEN. 4 George St.
NEW PLY. 52 Queen St. NELSON 247 Hardy St.
WANG. (92 Vic. Ave. CHCH, 723 Coshe! St.
PALM. N. 136 B8'dway. TIM. Cor. George & Sophle
WGTON. ¢ Willis St. DUNEDIN 20 Moray Place

Dr. Scholl’s

AIR-PILLO INSOLES

From Chemists and Shoe Stores Everywhere
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\
\
\
)
/

can't twist.

ZUP-[FIRONIT

trousers

There's never a frown or an anxlous
glance from the man who wears zip.
front trousers. He's serenely confident ‘
that he’s socially ‘safe. He's comfortable,

For a zip-fastener won't buige,

It's so smooth, so neat

and so reliable. When next you buy

'

\  trousers, be sure they're zip~

fastened with ..,

the reliable
~ZIP FASTENER

Manufactured by imperial Chemical Industries (N.Z) Ltd.
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