SHEPHERD'S CALENDAR

The More We Change...

OT many farmers, I think,
‘ <| know how many lambs they
lose, or acknowledge their
known losses in full. If they ad-

mit five per cent I feel fairly sure

that it is six or seven or eight,
and sometimes ten, as I feel sure when
a gambler confesses to a loss of ten
pounds at the races that he has lost

fifteen  pounds or
AUGUST 26 twenty. The truth
has to be sensa-

tional to make most of us stop playing
tricks with it, and some of us are not
safe then; though I find it easier to
accept a very heavy lambing less than
a very small one.

With a flock as small as mine it is,
of course, easy to check the losses and
.more difficult to conceal them. So far.
with lambing about half complete, I
have lost seven lambs (and one ewe)
out of 40 born alive—a total of 171%
per cent. It has been an outstandingly
favourable season, my ewes, though old,
are in good shape, and they have not
been short of feed or shelter. Though
I have still 100 per cent left I should
have thought, if I had not recorded
each death, that my loss had been five
or six per cent, and should probably
have given that figure if I had been
asked for one. .
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I have, in fact, lost twice as many
as 1 should have lost with average
tuck, and three times as many as the
unavoidable losses with healthy sheep
and good husbandry. But I have not
lost three times as many as two out of
three of my neighbours, or twice as
many. I have lost about the district
average for my grade of sheep--far
more than any of us should have lost,
and twice as many as most of us ad-
mit, but about as many, my diary tells
me, as everybody should expect who
begins with the cast-offs of other
farmersvand regards them with a cest-
off mentality.

“TTHE more we.change the more we

don’t change, and can't, as a wilty
Frenchman told us over 100 years ago.
When I was.a boy the cure for colds

was a few drops of pain-killer in
hot milk. The cure for sprains and
bruises was a few drops of pain-
killer rubbed in with oil. The cure
for toothache was pain-killer on a
wad of cotton-wool.

AUGUST 27 Nothing else was
tried, and nothing

else ‘was nmnecessary, Then pain-killer

gave way to a concoction we called
electric essence, which was used in the
same fashion for the same complaints;

Frepy . - -
though the essence found its way into
stables and cowsheds more often than
the killer did, I suppose because it was
cheaper.

That is looking back 50 years, and
a little more. But if we look back four
fifties and a little more, with someone
to direct us, we shall find farmers

‘ doing the same thing precisely in Eng-

land as farmers were doing in Otago
seven or eight generations later—apply-
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ing the same cure for everything from
scalds and bruises to boils and house-
maid’s knee. I have been reading a
back sent by a friend in Hamilton, and
find that as far back as 1748 farmers
were buying “a balsamick Tincture”’
that not only “cured all Bruises, Strains,
Burns, Scalds, and green wounds, but
also stopped the most obstinate Bleed-
ing at the Nose.” It did more than

facturer’s
the consistent
have a right to expect.

And yet it costs so little.

Every pair of BONDS
Sy-metra hosiery is
guaranteed pertect
when purchased.

Buy the best—
buy BONDS—
and Save

CARESSE 12/

75 gauge.  Sheerest of sheers.

.NYLACE 10/

Nonrun, ultra-sheer lace nylons.

ILLUSION 10/6.-.

60 gauge 15 denier,  Plain or black
seamnt.

VISION 9/6:-.

St gauge 30 denier.  Service sheers,

ROMANCE 14/i5;-.

Pure silk full fashioned iovely ser=
vice sheers.
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By vour hosiery
b}ﬂhﬂ brand =

It costs so little =

Onlv BRANDED hosiery,
backed by a reputable manu-
guarantee  ensures
quality  you

The brand pame BONDS is
your guarantee, of the finest
hosiety that money can buy.

Remember ! Ask forBONDS by name -~ they cost no more

to be sure!

IMPORTANT:
In every foot size
in nylons we
make three leg
lengths.
SHORT,
AVERAGE or
LONG.

LANOLISED .
NYLONS

$5.7L

Curlene is a super
concentrated Amer-
ican cream sham-
poo—all you do is
just shampoo and
set—that’s all!

it curls and waves
your hair at the .
same time.

encourages your
hair to curl

Curlene makes hair soft, manageabls,
glowing with life and fustre! Con-
tains not a trace of soap, nothing
harsh, drying ©r dulling, cleans,
conditions and glorifies your hair.

FROM ALL CHEMISTS & STORES
;fé/)'—mady
SHAMPOO

Prepared in N.Z. for Marlene's Inc., Chicago,
U.S.A. by Wilfrid Owen Ltd., Christchurch

it
. - o

N.Z, LISTENER, SEPTEMBER 20, 1957,



