HE aid extended by the United
1% States to countries throughout the
world frequently takes forms other than
the conventional ones of credit and
currency assistance. One of the more
unusual forms of aid, for example, was
lately extended to New Zealand when
the U.S. State Department-—in response
to a request for coaching assistance from
the New Zealand Men's Basketball
Association—despatched to this coun-
try the head basketball coach of the
University of California, Los Angeles,
John R. Wooden.

In his field, John Wooden is one
of the first half-dozen ranking U.S.
coaches. In his nine years at U.CL.A.
his teams have won 211 games, lost only
76; last year set a new record as the
first team ever to win all 16 Pacific
Coast Conference games in a season.
Statistics for the year—22 games won,
four lost.

When he returned to Wellington the
other day after an instructional tour
of the South Island, The Listener found
him impressed with the state of basket-
ball in New Zealand. With the en-
thusiasm of the Dominion’s 14,000-odd
players and the facilities becoming
available, the sport showed promise of
rapid progress, he thought, but it had
not yet reached the stage where the
spectator could see the game as it could
be played. )

“I've heard it said that you associate
basketball with girls in gym frocks,”
he told The Listener. “It’s anything but
a girls’ game. It's a rugged male game,
full of fast moves and constant action.

“The biggest weakness here is that
your players take it up too late—after
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they have lett post-primary school. Be-
cause it is a game where exacting skills
are required, it would be better to start
at a much earlier age.”

“Is
game?”

“Well, at one time or another I have
coached all sorts of sports: baseball,
track and field, and basketball, so you
might say I like all sports. But I-think
basketball i1s one of the greatest spec-
tator sports there is—besides being a
great players’ game. And because it is
the fastest of games, a good basketball

basketball then your favourite

player can often be good at other
sports, too.”
Though it might be a rash state-

ment to make in such a stronghold of
Rugby as New Zealand, Mr Wooden
felt that that game was too exclusively
followed by many people. The same
criticism could be made of the Ameri-
can form of the game in the United
States. He felt, too, that New Zealand
Rugby players made the game tougher
for themselves than it should be.

“A lot of New Zealanders say
proudly, ‘We con't use substitutes’ but
is this good? If a man is injured, is
it sensible for him to stay in the game?
If we have someone injured we get
him out, because he may hurt himself
more severely, because he is no good
to the team in most instances, and
doesn't improve the game from the spec-
tators’ point of view,

“I like Rugby, but it seems to me
that some of the things done are wrong.
Take the Bush v. Wellington Ranfurly
Shield game that I went to. It was a
dismal day and all the players came out
cold to play. Surely they should warm
up first. If they pull muscles it's per-

haps because they don’t
warm up and streteh
them first.”

Because injured men
do not play as well, it
was not fair te the spec-
tators to Jeave such play-
ers in, John Wooden
maintained, and it wasn't
fair to players, either.
Having more substitutes
allowed more men o
play and enjoy the game.
Of course, it was easy to
err in the opposite direc-
tion. American  profes-
sional football, for ex-
ample, which had 33
men to the team, split
substitutes into groups.
each of which  was
trained to play a specilic
kind of offensive or de-
fensive action. The con-
sequence was that there
were very few players
left now who could play
both offensively and de-
fensively.

Mr Wooden had also
some points to make
about the American atti-
tude to sport at the col-
lege or university level.

“The general tendency
over there,” he said, “is
to place more emphasis
on competition as part
of the educational pro-
cess than you do here.
Americans feel — rightly
or wrongly—that compe-
tition is in thea natural
order of things, and that
the idea of competition
should thus be inculcated
as a part of ecucation.

“Jf you are in a uni-
versity and studying for
some profession, there will be a carry-
over from sports competitions that will
be helpful in the competitive field of
the profession outside. More, because
of the emotional stresses that you ex-
perience in sport, a better adjustment
can be made socially. You can get along

JOHN R. WOODEN: “I
like Rugby, but it seems
to me that some of the
things done are wrong”
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better with the community and., better

stll, with your neighbour”

Competition, haowever, WK not
thought of asx applying so much to
womnen.  For women the schocls pro-

vided much in the way of physical edu-
cation, and there was competition for
them within the school, but inter-uni-
versily competition did not play as large
a part in their lives as it did in the
lives of the male studems, “There’s just
a feeling that competitive sport should
be more for men.”

Of the part played by
American university life, Mr Wooden
said there appeared to be some mis-
understanding. Sport in itself cauld not
lead to a degree.

athletics in

“Any athlete, 1o get into a university,
must bave the normal background of
scholastic ability, and at the university
must continue his normal progress as
a scholar. He must. in fact, work harder
if he is to have the time to devote to
sport, for if he doesn't achieve the
normal number of units he cannot repre-
sent his university. In the four years re-
quired for a degree course, the athlete
can participate in sport for only three.

“I have been reading in your papers
that only 18 per cent of your high
school students go on to university,
compared with our 40 per cent. And
many articles say that 18 per cent is
too many. With our athletic scholarships
we provide many needy students with
the opportunity to attend university—
is this bad?”

The American was often criticised
for his desire to excel, for (it was said)
placing too much emphasis on winning.
This was not quite a fair charge. The
goal was certainly excellence, but the
emphasis was on the striving. And, after
all, it was harder to be a success than
to be a failure—that was true both for
individuals and for nations,

(A series of talks by John Wooden

on “The American University,” now

being heard from 2Y A, will be broad-
cast later from other National and Com-
mercial stations.)
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