“OWLS DO CRY”

Sir,—Let us agree readily on one
thing: that pikelets are made on stoves
and nat in ovens. And on another point
(before someone raises it): that if [, or
Messrs Hall, Turner and Vogt for that
matter, tried to prepare a dish like
Owls Do Cry it would be a good deal
more indigestible than Miss Frame’s
novel. But the cri de coeur in the
closing sentence of her letter raises
issues upon which agreement may be
sought in vain. Miss Frame seems un-
easy with any discussion of her book.
We are bidden to eat the pie, simply,
1 suppose, to enjoy and absorb the book.
But haven't we done so? All those who
had anything to say in The Listener,
the present writer emong them, made
it reasonably clear that to read this
book was to be enlarged and altered.
May we not go on to discuss the in-
gredients of our enjoyment, and the
factors that prevented that enjoyment
from being complete? The good eating
and the indigestible bits as well? Very
rarely does any novel give unalloyed
enjoyment. I believe that criticism in
New Zealand (and, by the same token,
the writing of novels) will be in a
healthier condition if we do so. And I
cannot see any enmity between enjoy-
ment and discussion.

W. H. OLIVER (Christchurch).

THE. CHICKEN-HEARTED

Sir,—It is difficult to decide just where
to start criticising R.M.D.’s rather splen-
etic attack on those who are attempting
to investigate, albeit with small success,
the felds of parapsychology and extra
sensoty perception. Leaving out his
attack on Dr Rhine, which scarcely war-
rants notice, on Duke University, whose
results he assures us are suspect because
it was named after a successful oilman,
and his appeal to “Authorities” who sup-
port his view (although he does not tell
us how anyone can be an authority on
something which _he says does not ex-
jst), we are left with his complaint that
“seientific” investigation has failed to
confirm Rhine’s results.

This is rather "like approaching an
accountant and asking him if his work
confirms Mr Hoyle’s latest cosmological
theories. Perhaps R.M.D. would tell us
which branch of science he considers
competent to study E.S.P., and by what
criteria the results are to be examined.
His reference to the “cold, hard facts
of physics” merely obscures the issue
since many of these facts had to be dis-
covered before the science could exist.

A science can only function on the
basis of reproducible experimental fact,
which' history shows us had to be dis-
covered by someone who was prepared
to stand a deal of criticism, abuse, and
persecution for flying in the face of ac-
cepted scientific dogma. Perhaps RM.D.
would like to prevent investigation in
any field which he considers to be cut-
side the class of science, but progress
can hardly be achieved by sticking re-
ligiously to the well-worn track of
“geientific knowledge” and ignoring hap-
penings which do not suit our particular
set .of beliefs.

A number of prominent scientists
(Kelvin amongst them) have been ruined
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by the furious attacks of their small-
minded contemporaries, for going on re-
cord to the effect that they have wit-
nessed events inexplicable in the light
of scientific belief. To R.M.D.’s frontiers
—“ignorance, illiteracy, superstition and

sentiment” we must add “the closed

mind.” STUDENT (Wellington).
Sir,—It will probably be widely

agreed that in the realm of para-

psychology, Dr J. B. Rhine is rvather
small beer. Still, one need not confine
one's reading to those authors who ex-
press the views one prefers, and physics
is not the only science on which authori-
tative works are being produced. In our
desire to avoid being credulous, we may
very easily find that we have carried our
incredulity to the point where it has
become just a specialised form of cred-
ulity after all. The greatest superstition
of all is the impression that the science
of physics has said the last word on all
subjects. 1 invite your- cotrespondent
R.M.D. to enlarge the frontiers of his
own mind, by spending six shillings on a
little “Teach Yourself” volume rather
misleadingly entitled Teach Yourself
Psychical Research. This was printed
in 1955, published by the English Uni.
versities Press Ltd., London; the author
is Dr R. C. Johnson, M.A. (Oxon.),
Ph.D.,, D.Sc. (Lond.), of Queen’s Col-
lege University of Melbourne. It con-
tains a fairly extensive bibliography,
and though perforce very sketchy in
itself, does cover a lot of the ground.
I do not wish to be disagreeable, but
if I have to risk being in error I would
prefer to err with Dr R, C. Johnson
than in the company of RM.D. T also
like the company of Dr Laurence J.
Bendit, M.A., M.D. (Cantab.), D.P.M,,
formerly Assistant Physician of the
Tavistock Clinic, whose thesis, Para-
normal Cognition, was accepted by Cam-
bridge University asnd published some
yvears ago by Faber and Faber.
MARION KIRK (Auckland).

PARLIAMENT AND 2YC

Sir,—Your lucid article brings to the
surface again a subject which must
always be a thorn in the side of many
listeners, the relegation of 2YC’s pro-
grammes to 2YX when Parliament is
being broadcast. You set out convin-
cingly the reasons why this occurs, but
perhaps one could ask whether the
broadcasting of Parliament is in fact
warranted.

1 think that any Government wauld
be loath to abolish the broadcasts unless
it felt it was on very solid ground,
meinly oh account of the fear that it
would be providing ready ammunition
for the opposition. From inquiries 1
have made, it would seem that in this
city, at least, very few people listen to
Parliament, and even then not often. Of
the rural districts I cannot profess to
speak, but I would expect to find a
somewhat larger body (pro rata) of
listeners-in the country.

This year we are to have an election,
and this provides the opportunity to
gauge the feeling of listeners an this
matter. A referendum could be taken on
polling day, without much extra ex-
.pense, and could perhaps put an end to
this somewhat vexed question. ’

J. EDMONDS (Wellington).

CROWN AND COMMONWEALTH

Sir,—It is understandable that Mr
R. M. Hutton-Potts, as a newspaper
editor, sees the Commonwealth in terma
of the day’s headlines and the printed
word, but he over-rates the importance
of Ministerial communiques and the
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prepared speeches of Royalty as factors
bearing on what he calls the “continued
existence” of the Commonwealth. The
British Commonweslth and Empire has
been established on firmer foundations
then this: on deeds, not words.

For centuries, men and women have
worked with courage and vision to build
a unique world-wide association of some
600 million people. Problems thére are,
and stresses and strains, natural enough
in the development of this vast multi-
racial community. But the problems are
being solved and the stresses are being
borne because the countries of the
Commonwealth and Empire are linked
together in numberless ways: by a com-
mon loyalty to the Crown and all that
it stands for, by ties of kinship, com-
munications, trade and commerce, by
the intricate patterns of social, economic
and political relationships which have
become part of the enduring fabric of
life in many lands.

Those of us who have experienced
something of the spirit and substance
of the Commonweslth in peace and war
have no doubts about its *“continued
existence” as a world Power. Whatever
its faults, the British Commonwealth
has done more for the peace and pro-
gress of mankind than any other asso-
ciation of peoples in history. Today, as
individuel nations asre “growing up”
within the  Commonwealth, new and
powerful forces are being brought to
bear on the age-old problems of disease,
ignorancé and hunger, the basic causes
of war. In international relations the
Commonwealth and Empire is a vital
Third Force, an area of stability where
the conflicting policies of the United
States and Soviet Russia may be modi-
fied and controlled until they no longer
menace the peace of the world. '

F.C. (Sumner).

THE MUSICAL CLIMATE
Sir,—Mr Richard Hoffmann has seen
fit to deplore the low standard of appre-
ciation and awareness of modern music

in this country. He gives one reason as-

being the unimaginative programmes
presented here by overseas artists,

Julius Katchen, at the conclusion of
his first New Zealand tour, publicly
stated that he had been misinformed
as to the musical climate in New Zea-
land, and that in any future tour he
would amend his programmes accordingly
and include a greater measure of con-
temporary music. In his first tour his
repertoire consisted almost entirely of
the “better-known classics,” and this
lack of variety was deplored by critics
generaily.

It is admitted that in this country the
performance of a new work at every
concert is not always done, but if Mr
Hoffmann would care to look over the
programmes of touring artists and en-
sembles of the last ten years he will
find in most cases quite a high proportion
of contemporary works—including a few
by American composers.

Mr Hoffmann has been absent from
New Zealand since 1947, apart from
some few short holidays, and I really
doubt that after barely three weeks in
New Zealand he has been able to
analyse the musical taste of the entire
country so authoritatively and com-
pletely. C.C.G. (Auckland).

Sir,—In your issue of August 23,
Richard Hoffmann lets the cat out of
the bag—“NEW MUSIC IS NEVER
BEAUTIFUL,” he tells us—which, in
part, we knew before, of course; the
only mistake in his epochal pronounce-
ment being the word “music.” He
should have seid—'new. noise is never

beautiful.” The dictionary cdefinition of
music is: “Harmonious combination of
sounds”’; consequently, the term is ob-
vicusly out of place in connection with
the hideous noises which are character-
istic of most modern composition. Logic-
ally, what is not beautiful must be ugly,
and every person who attempts to
glorify ugliness in any department of
art or literature does & grave disservice
to mankind.
L. D. AUSTIN (Wellington).

TOWN AND COUNTRY

Sir,—Like many others, we read and
appraciate ’s” articles in

“Sundowner’s
your magazine. In the issue of August
16, however, we {eel he may have
mussed, the point~—or possibly, have
missed the opportunity to point the
morall ' .

Is it advisable to throw the land open,
indiscriminately, to town dwellers when
they chase, unmercifully, a valuable
cow until in terror she attempts to leap
the barbed-wire fence, and in so doing,
tears her udder so badly that she must
perforce be dried off and fattened for
staughter—this, when she is still a
young animal, with many potential years
of -milk-production ahead of her? Or
when they leave the gate open and let
the bull out, to visit, joyfully, the neigh-
bour's herd on a peaceful Sunday after-
noon when both owner and neighbour
are away from home-—the result being
rancour, not only between owner and
town-dweller, which perhaps counts
little, but also between owner and
neighbour. which is disastrous?

I am afraid these are but two of many
gimilar incidents which have happened
in this cormer in the last five or six
years, but respect for your space does
not permit of further enumeration.

Since you yourselves are town-dwell-
ers, however, I presume that the omly
space taken up by this missive will be
within the W.P.B. i

SMALL FARMER (Keitangata).

AFTER NINE O'CLOCK

Sir,—I read with interest “Nine p.m.
Deadline’s” letter in a recent Listener
on late radio broadcasts. Your editorial
comment that “unfortunately there are
many differing opinions about what ara
the ‘really good things’” is very true,
but there are a good many people in this
country (and 1 am one) who agree that
jazz music is “really good,” but who are
prevented from listening to it because
broadcasts rarely begin before 10 o’clock.

It would be very much appreciated,
em sure, by all lovers of jazz if at least
some of the best jazz broadcasts could
be made g little earlier, to enable them
to listen to and enjoy their favourite
music. EARLY TO BED

(Gisborne).

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
Non-Rock-’n’-Roll  Fan (Auckland): The
programme is ruled by .popular choice. The
trelt_;d is now to another style. .
F.A, (Wairoa): Al
Yz, Ayz, airoa) 90 to_be heard from

2XA. 2XP and tXN.
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