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Manhattan
SUIT
in Nylon and
Rayon Melangeand RaY0n
Worsteds, impec-
cably cut and
finished and to-
day'S best Suit3Buy: Black and
fashionable Grey
shades
The Manhattan
label on your
garment is yourguaTanteeof quality and
value.See
Hlohiwat"coats

'Juxe
WELL MADE IN N.z BY
D. A. BLACKIE LTD: DUNEDIN:

06Neverhada returnof

LUMBAGO
orpainsintheback
({sincetakingDeWitt'$Pills"
ThisvaluabletestimonyfromMraTMiller,
56ManworthyRd Bristol4isdate Novembermbeljs25 ,1937.
16YEARSLATER in hisletter
dated9: 53,Mr.Milleywrites"[amkeepingverywell;
thankyou_Mylongrun
goodhealth, [amsureisduetomyuseofyour
famous

pelyittsPILLS
DeWitt'$Pillsactdirectlyonslug-
gish kidneys s0thatharmfulimpurities
(causeofSomuchbackache,rheumatism
and sciatica) can be promptly flushed
away: Youwillhave unmistakable
evidenceofthiswithinafewhours
of takingyourfirstdose Sobenefit
likeMrMillerdid . TESTDeWITT'$ PILLS
foryourtrouble ! You"Il feelbetterand
brighter ineveryway:Prices4/ and7/
AproductofEC:Dewitt&Co.(N.Z )Ltd
9 Herbert Street Wellington,NewZealand
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HENRYLECA
ANDHis Orchestaa
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PHILIPS P76052R Price 25/-
Scintillating South American Rumba pre-
sented by France $ leading iazz pianist
Henry Leca and his orchestra.Of the 10
Rumbas on this disc at least four_Anna
Amapola Peanut Vendor andSiboney areall-time 'hits.
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PHILIPS B07746R Price 25/-
Amerlca'$ sensational Tv vocal duo_The
Treniers (Claude and Cliff) give out withreal top line rock-and-roll. This record
includes theirmost famous numbers manyof which are best sellers. Gol Gol Gol
Rock-a-Beatin' Boogie, This Is It, Who
Put The Ungh" In The Mambo, and
seven more
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PHILIPSPI0203R Price 25/-
Europe'$ No_ Big Band-_~Kurt Edelhagen
and his Orchestra have a style of their
ownFa fascinating 'tone and they pre-sent eight infernationally famous dance
tunes including Begin The Beguine, NoCan Do Ramona, In A Little Spanish
Town, etc:

PHILIPS P76M7R Price 25/-
Boris Sarbeck and his Tango Orchestra
play the best known Evergreens in a
suave exotic style youII enjoy. Includes:
La Paloma, Violetta, La Rosita, Poemaetc:

Philips

buyPleasute buy
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Our First Anthologists
AN event of 50 years ago in NewZealand literary history is recalled
by the death of William Frederick Alex-
ander, who, from 1920 to 1946, edited
the Dunedin Evening Star. This was the
publication in 1906 in the "Canterbury
Poets". series (Walter Scott Company,
of London) of New Zealand Verse,
which I believe to have been the first
anthology of New Zealand poetry pub-
lished overseas. If I am wrong on this
point, I should welcome correction. The
book was also, I should say, the most
important collection yet made in New
Zealand. In it Fred Alexander collabor-
ated with A. E. Currie (Ernest), who
has long been prominent in the legal
and literary life of Wellington.
The "Canterbury Poets" series has
been out of print for many years, and
seems to be well-nigh forgotten. The
other day I saw a couple of copies
among the books from a private library
that a leading second-hand bookshop
had rejected. But in its day the series
may have done more to popularise
poetry than anything else of the kind.
Over 100 volumes were listed in the
Alexander-Currie book. They ranged
over English, "colonial," American,
European, and ancient classical litera-
‘ture; were solidly and attractively got
up in pocket form; and the cheapest
edition cost a shilling. They included
‘some valuable anthologies, such as
Sonnets of the Century, Sonnets of
Europe, and that delightful collection of
old French forms, Ballades and Ron-
deaus, drawn from many writers in
England and America. Today the series
is particularly valuable for its minor
poets.
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New Zealand Verse was edited by two
young men who were friends in Christ-
church. Both were educated at the
Christchurch Boys’ High School. In
1906, when the book was published,
Alexander, a sub-editor on the Press,
was 24, and Currie, a law student or
law clerk, 22. They must have been sub-
stantially younger when they began the
work. It would be interesting to knowif any other standard anthology has
been edited at such early ages.
But the collection was well made, and
the lengthy introduction showed no sign
of immaturity. It was scholarly and well
written, with insight and style.It neither apologised. nor depreciated
unduly, nor boasted, but stated fairly,
understandingly and brightly, the facts
of literary achievement in this new
country and the promise of develop-
ment. :

So New Zealand poetry was put
modestly on the world map. I do not
know what the response was in Britain,
except that I have been told one re-
viewer said New Zealand played foot-
ball better than it wrote poetry (this
was soon after the triumphant tour of
/
the All Blacks), but I am sure the book

‘did much to spread interest here. It
can be called, I think, the father of our
anthologies. The editors revised and
enlarged it in A Treasury of New Zea-
land Verse, published locally in 1926.
There have also been Quentin Pope’s
Kowhai Gold (London, 1930); Allen
Curnow’s two-editioned collection (these
two ‘editors limited themselves in
period); the Australian-New Zealand
anthologies published by the Oxford
University Press in Melbourne; and, re-
cently, the Oxford Book of New Zea-
land Verse. However old-fashioned the
modernist may consider the 1906
volume to be, it was a landmark in our
letters, and should not be neglected by
the student.
Fred Alexander had a passion for
literature and a fine taste, which he
used to good purpose in his newspaper
work. During his long editorship in
Dunedin, he gave the Star a strong lit-
erary flavour, and a number of outside
writers were indebted to him for a hear-
ing. In the history of our literature and
journalism, activities which are so often
inseparable, he should be remembered.Alan Mulgan

W. F. ALEXANDER
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Good Looks
HOUGH good looks might sometimes
disguise a book that on closer

:

acquaintance we’d just as soon not
‘know, books (like people) should makethe most of themselves. Yet most of us,
‘says Harold Gilmore in a talk to beheard on Tuesday, September 10, from
-3YC (and later from other YC stations),
have at some time or other known books
we've wanted to read which we couldn’t
face because they were so badly dressed.Mr Gilmore, a librarian at Canterbury
University College, who will be givingthe first of three talks with the general
title The Look of a Book, starts by say-
ing that a’ book looks right when all its
parts-paper, type, illustrations, binding,
jacket-fit in with one another and with
the subject matter and style of the book.
"When we come across books like this,"
he says, "we appreciate them more if
we know something about the people
whose taste, judgment and technical
skill made the books possible."


