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HEY...

If you were to come round

front you’d sec I was the rompiest,
rosiest, roly-polyest baby in N.Z.
That’s because I'm a Virol baby.
Virol’s the food that babies thrive
on. Ask your chemist about Virol
~— today.

N.Z.

MANUFACTURED IN ENGLAND BY VIROL LTD.

Yes, ten minutes immersion in Kemdex
gets dentures clean, scrupulously clean,

hygienically clean. Film is eliminated,
smoke stains disappear. What's more, your
dentures lose that ‘certain odour’ some-
times associated with ‘false’ teeth.

SCOTT & BOWNE (A'asia)

gets
“dentures

CLEAN

in just 10 minutes

LTD., Auckland.
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W Gregg & Co Lid
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Shepherd's Calendar

HERE 1is a Persian legend
that the ark, before the waters
rose high enough to float it,
was invaded by mice. As the days
passed the mice multiplied and
Noah had to turn to the Lord for
: help. The Lord said: “Pass thy hand
over the lion's face and
JULY 27 a2 small lion will spring
; out of his mouth and kilt
the mice.” Noah did so, and catled the
kitten a cat.
My Book of Beasts glveﬁ a slightly
different account of the naming of cats:
She is called Muuser because she is fatal
to mice. The vulgar call her CATUS the
Cat because she catches thmgs {& captura),
while others sav that it is because she lies
in wait {captat), because she “watches.’
So acutely doe\ cl\e glare that her eve
penetrates the shades of darkness with a

gleam of ‘rghl Hpn(.e from the Greek comes
catus. i.e.. “acute.

I have never seen Sir Walter Raleigh's

History of the World, but I gather from
a footnote in the Book of Beasts that
only hybrids were excluded from the
ark, and that the cat, as a pure species,
went on board with the rest. After the
Deluge, however, but we are not told
how Jong after, dogs and cats interbred
I and the result was hyenas.
{ T find it impossible to believe that
anyone, let alone Raleigh, was still at
that zoological stage in 1614—two years
before the death of Shakespeare; but if
I say that Sir Walter could not have
believed such nonsense someone is sure
to let me have bell, book and candle in
historical proof that he did. To save the
furniture I will change “impossible to
believe” to “difficult to believe.”

But whatever black pages our own
cat hes in her history she has not lost
sight of - the prime purpose of her pas-
sage on the ark. Six inches of rain in a
few weeks is not enough to engulf Can-
terbury, but it is enough to send Can-
terbury’s
grass and tussocks and hedges and hay-
stacks into our pantries and ceilings and
storehouses. There are not enough cats
to catch and eat them all, but if other
cats are as active as ours the mice
population wifl shrink to the last six
figures of our total as two million arg
pounced on and played with and allowed
to escape and then pounced on again to
teach them what the Lord taught Noah
so many years ago that only the Maoris
have long enough memories to know
when it was. If Noah sits near Burns in
Heaven I should like to get near enough
to hear theu‘ conversahon ]

"HE mﬁerence between a road on a

run and a road on a map used to
be that one had footmarks on it and
the other tracings of ink.
Today the scene has changed.
The map-roads are motor-
roads in nine cases out of 10,
and to find the tenth case
we have to search hard
Ithrough the early surveys
and have a little luck. But
road-ways and right-of-ways
have not quite lost their
ancient power of provoca-
tion. They have set farmers
against fishermen since the
first Agclimatisation BSociety
was formed 96 years ago,
trampers against runholders
since the start. of mountain-
eering, city dwellers of all
kinds against country dwell-
ers of all' kinds whenever
there has been a conflict of

2,357,023 mice out of the-

INVASION OF MICE

by “SUNDOWNER™

inclinations and interests, and they have
greatly confused the understunding by
the public of the difference between
legal rights and rights established by
custom.

When two men were prosecuted re-
in Christchurch, and fined, for
trespassing on a North
JULY 29 Canterbury run the magis-
trate told the rumnholder
that shooters could. if they wished, wan-
der along any of his paper roads and
camps anywhere within a chain of his
river banks. At once there was a flutter
among landholders and a sigh of satis-
faction in the city.

cently

But it will be a pity if we try to
settle these arguments in the law courts.
All the courts can do is to protect exist-
ing rights as far as they can be dis-
covered and established. They can
check high-handedness on both sices,
and to that extent help to create the
conditions for reasonableness, but you
don't make f{riends by legal pressure.
Enmity should not exist between those
who own land and those who don't own
it but wish ‘to enjoy it. They should
meet as neighbours willing to conce’e
something, and aware of the special
place of land in the lives of both.

¥

WISH I knew the answer to the

problems raised in my last note. But

there is no answer as long as we live,

and think, and feel at present. I am

not sure 1.hat there will be an answer

our second hundred

JULY 30 years, and I will not pre-

tend to know what the

answer when it is found, will, may, or
should be,

I agree that the earth is the Lord's
with the fullness thereof. But 1 do not
encourage shooting on my few acres. I
agree that no one has a better title
to land than the man who has bent his
back breaking it in. But what is the
position of the child, not yet born, who
comes into the world to find the gates
shut ageinst him wherever he turns? If
land is the foundation of prosperity,
and of our whole national economy, it
must either be owned by everybody
or controlled by everybody or remain
in a position in which it can neither be

cornered nor damaged. But I resist
(continued on next page)
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