
PACIFIC
APPROACHES

"T2VERY four weeks the Tofua pulls
away from the wharves at Auckland

on a voyage to the South Pacific and
the islands of Fiji, Tonga, Niue and
Samoa. At dawn six days later, a flat
smudge of coconut palms begins to grow
out of the sea, and then the imposing
row of Norfolk pines which flank the
sea shore of Tonga’s capital. Through
the leaves and branches gleam the white
walls of the Queen’s Palace and Royal
Chapel... ."
That is the way Kenneth R. Bain
begins. Pacific Approaches, the series of
talks on the Pacific Islands now going
the rounds of YA stations (1YA, Sun-
days, 3YA, Tuesdays), and that’s the
way you would begin the grand tour of
the islands if you were lucky enough to
be making it. At Nuku'alofa you'd find
the "steamer day" buzz as mails, meat,
butter and beer were welcomed; and per-
haps after a few hours you, too, would
go back to the ship, as Mr Bain says
most travellers do, with fleeting impres-
sions that would soon harden into inflex-
ible conclusions. Pacific Approaches is
not concerned with fleeting impressions,
hardened or otherwise. With the accent
on the people, their life and their out-
look, it tries to give a fuller picture of
the islands through New Zealand eyes.

od
A former Secretary of the Tongan
Government and a broadcaster for the
BBC, Mr Bain gives three talks on
Tonga, including one on Tin Can Island.
In the second part of the series the
speaker will be Professor K. B. Cum-
berland, Professor of Geography at
Auckland University College, who will
discuss Fiji’s importance as a. Pacific
crossroads and her population problems.
As the island hub of the South-West
Pacific, says Professor Cumberland, Fiji
has striking similarities with Hawaii.
Along with Australia, New Zealand has
a great and growing influence in Fijian
affairs and contributes increasingly to
the European population of Fiji-
especially the temporarily-resident part
of it. Professor Cumberlarid points out
that Fiji shares with most island. te?ri-
tories the problems that arise from the
impact of European civilisation. Bu‘
there are also problems more peculiar
to Fiji caused by the accompanying in-
flux of Asian peoplés and culture. The
growth of the Indian population has
been especially rapid; and with the total
population expected to pass half a
million in 10 years the question arises
how long the resources of the islands
can support the galloping increase. From
this point Professor Cumberland goes on
to examine these resources,

KENNETH R. BAIN, a former Secre
tary of the Tongan Government, whois the first speaker in the "PacificApproaches" series

PROFESSOR K. B. CUMBERLAND,
who talks about the growing import
ance—and the growing population—

of Fiji
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"THE RECORDMONTHLY"
A really Iively little mag: which lists every
single record released in NZ: each month:
Articles; reviews; photos biographies, etc:make the Record Monthey a must. Send
18/ for a year'$ sub:, or see your local
record dealer.
RECORD PUBLISHING Co;,P.0. Box 175, Christchurcha

In Auckland
there'soneplacewhere
you can findand hear~allyourhigh fidelity
equipment needs. We
carry a completestockcome in, or writein for a chat, a look,
a listen.
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TILLEYHEATERS
KEROSENE

Cheery warmthfor less than 2d
an hour
Powerornopower!
CompletelyPortable
Utterlyreliable

R55E9/19/6 48hours heaton onefilling
Themosteconomicalheaterofall
Immediate, directheat
Superblifetime quality

SoleNZ.Agents:R1 E6/9/6 JOHN BUCHANAN & SONS (Wztn:) LTD;Bex 1712,Wellington.(Prices slightly higheri country districts): 17


