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ROBERT GIRVAN’S musical career
began when his brother bought him

a soprano saxophone for his 21st birth-
day. Realising that he would not be
able to play it at dances, he decided
to buy himself an alto. The long asso-
ciation with music that started then
was eventually to lead him to the
National Orchestra, where he is now
first. bassoon. It was not long before
he learnt to find his way around the
alto saxophone and was playing at
dances, and after two years at Napier
he crossed over to Syd-
ney. There, in two years,
he gained much experi-
ence in cance bands and
playing for shows, and
when he came back to
New Zealand he played
in the MajesticPeter
Pan circuit.
Then came the war,
and in 1942 Robert
Girvan joined the
R.N.Z.A.F, Band. "I had
the idea of taking on
the bassoon because at
that time there were
practically no _ bassoon
players in the country,"
he says. "Besides being
no players there were no
teachers, so I had to
teach myself. I had a
French system _ instru-
ment at the time, Then
the National Orchestra
was formed. They were
still short of bassoons,
and it happened that I
was able to buy a bas-
soon from someone
who'd been a prisoner of
war. That was the start
of it." Since then he has
been continuously with
the Orchestra and has
never missed a concert.

Still at home with clarinet, saxophone
and trumpet, Bob Girvan is well known
in various dance bands in Wellington.
The musical tradition continues in the
family, for his daughter plays the piano
and his son the clarinet. Music occupies
most of Mr Girvan’s life, He is a mem-
ber of the New Zealand Wind Ensemble
and does a great deal of arranging of
music for various combinations. These
activities don’t leave him much time
for hobbies, and in the little that is
left over he is well occupied with his
car, which seems to be a trial as well
as a convenience.

"JUNIOR OPINION," in which child-
ren comment spontaneously on
topics raised by an interviewer, has been
a popular feature of the Friday, morning
"Women’s Session" from 3YZ. The
interviewer, David Ford, seen here with
a panel of children, visits primary
schools to record the programmes.
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TheWORLDSBIGGEST
SONG HITS

OPEN YOUR PIANO and
PLAY THESE SONGS
PRICE 2/6 Per copy
"BANANA BOAT SONG"
"CINDY Oh CINDY"
"CINDY, Oh CINDY"
"HEY, JEALOUS LOVER"
"MY PRAYER"

"LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS"
"GREEN DOOR"
"AUTUMN CONCERTO"
"WHATEVER WILL BE
WILL BE"

"TONIGHT You BELONG To ME"
"MORE" ALLEGHENY MOON"
"IT'S ALMOST TOMORROW"
"IN THE MIDDLE OF THE HOUSE"
"GOD'S Little CANDLES"

"MOSTLY MARTHA" "OH MY PAPA"
SONGS FROM "SALAD DAYS":
S1 Sit in the Sun"
"We Said We Wouldn't Look Back""It'$ Easy to Sing"
"Salad Days'" Piano Selection
ALL MusIC SELLERS
On Direct from the PublishersJ ALBERT AND SON PTY LTD:
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington.
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