Harry Ell and th

"ISITORS to Christchurch who drive

or, better, walk along the Summit
Road which runs around the top of the
Port Hills are likely nowadays to take
its sealed surface and magnificent views
of harbour, plains and mountains for
granted.

The truth is that it's not just another
scenic road which was bulldozed over-
night and sealed next day when the
public purse was overflowing. More than
anything else it's a memorial {0 one
man, Harry Ell, who 95 years ago was
born in Halswell, just beneath the Port
Hills, and around the turn of the cen-
tury was to take one day a walk to
Kennedy's Bush by way of Dyers Pass
avd a barely noticeable track along the
summits. Ell, says lLenore Oakley in a
sories of talks about him now being
heard from 3YA on Tuesday nights, was
“struck by the beauty of the views dis-
closed @t every turn . . . returned that
way again aund again, and from these
repeated walks the conception of a
Summit Road sprang to life in his
mind.”

At one time a soldier in the cam-
paign against Te Whiti in Taraneki,
Jater a Member of Parliament and a
militant Prohibitionist, Harry Ell gave
about half his life to the Summit Read.
The road itself was not the whole of
his dream, however—he wanted to see
also a chain of roadhouses along it. Of
the 12 he planned four were in
use before he died. Today the best
known of them, The Sign of the Takahe,
stands about half-way up to Dyers Pass,
a monument to Harry Ell's almoest in-

OPERA GUIDE

The Queen of Spades

“YIT is hard to understand,” wrote Cecil

Smith of this week's YC ope'a
“why the Queen of Spades has failed
to win a substantial place in the con-
temporary operatic recertoire. The
music is more varied in expression and
less persistently sombre than that of
Eugen Onegdin. The vocal and orches-
tral parts, both separately and in their
inter-relaticnship, are hantsomely writ-
ten and always sound well, There is
not @ dull .moment in the score. and
the high moments are very high in-
deed. . .

“1f the Queen of Spades is inferior
in inspiration to the official Russian
masterpiece, Moussorgsky’s Boris Godou-
nov, I fail to see how; and it is un-
deniably more secite in
its practical craftsman-

HARRY ELL
The road was not the whole of his
dream

credible labours with his own hands and
a devoted team of helpers. The Sign
of the Kiwi, once neglected, has been
restored, and the Sign of the Packhorse
is still used by trampers; but the Sign
of the Beilbird is in ruins. The Summit
Road was still unfinished when EH died
in 1934, and it was after his death that
the Main Highways Board was per-
suaced to complete and maintain the
highway as it is today.

name as a basis, the composer’s brother
Modeste wrote a libretto which stressed
the human,- the tragic end romantic
possibilities of the characters, thereby
giving more scope to Tchaikovski's par-
ticular genlus than the original story
with its overtones of rnorality and irony
could possibly have done.

The production to be heard from all
YCs at 7.0 p.m. on Sunday, July 28. is
by the National Ogera, Belgfade; with
Valeria Feybalova (soprano} as l.isa.
Biserka Tzveych (soprano) as Pauline.
Melanie Bugarihovich (mezzo-seprano)
as the Countess, Alexander Marink- vich
(tehor) as Hermann, and Dushan Popo-
vich (baritone) as Prinice Yeletsky; to-
gether with other soloists, the Yugo-
slav Army Chorus, Radlo Belgrada
Children’s Chorus, and the Orchestra of
the National Opera, Belgrade, conducted
by Kreshmir Baranovich.

i » =
0 ® =

ship.” &
Tchaikovski started
work on this opéra (a'#n,
incidentally, known as 2
Pique Dame) after the
production of his ballet
The Sleeping Beauty in -~
St Petersburg in Janu- //, % oA
ary, 1890. Most of the ! =t
opera was written in Ty
Florence, where the !
composer went for dn

extenced holiday, and it /I <

had its first perforthance T 3 P N
in Decsmbet of the same { "’f

year, agdin in $t Psters- b
burg, which is also the M.
locale of the opera.

Like his other well- Jufy X
known opera FEugen -
Onegin (ahd the success- H
ful Mazeppa) The Queen -
of Spades detrives from - 4
Pushkin. Using the ¥t !\l
famous story of the same  ®¥ ..

N.2. Listeneg, JuLy 19, 1957.
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Now at last you can buy a SCRIPTO, the
wotld's biggest selling pencil. In America
alone, more than 40,000,000 are sold every
year — sure proof of their popularity ! For
trouble free writing . . . get a SCRIPTO
now |

L-0-N-6 LEAD
SELF SHARPENING PENCIL

Always sharp and ready to write . ..
Makes clear otiginals, cleaner cat-
bon copies . . . Long 4 inch lead
reloads easily . . . "No Smudge”
replaceable eraser . . . Sure grip
clutch holds lead firmly . . . Fully
guardntesd,

N.Z. Factory Adents:
n. J. Rebertson Co. Litd., P.O. Box 242 Timary.
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Gregt's pure essences Gre ex-
tracted fram gefivine originali
and with their pufity Joed o

strength which #mokes them
more setohamical iR the
biiyy ruh

Greggs

Mmode by W Gregg & Co
12d., Forth Street, Dunedin.
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