Bruce Mason's Intimate Revue

JOR those lucky enough to be invited
to the Christmas parties of Well-
ington’s Unity Theatre in recent years
one of the special attractions has been
the intimate revue written by Bruce
Mason. The first of these was presented
in 1952, and though the party moved
each year to a larger hall there was a
growing feeling "
that Unity’s Christ- ;
mas Revue was too
good a show to be
confined to a pri-

vate party. Since
Mr Mason wrote
both  script ard
music, produced,
and acted in his
revue, he was
bound to admit

himself that it was
an enormous
amount of labour
for one perform-
ance only, so last
yvear he decided to
risk putting it on
in public—for five
nights in Welling-
ton, and at Lower
Hutt. Wit Enrd,
as he called the
show, was more

MASON

soloists have names which should either
strike chords or ring bells (or both) if
said aloud. They are Robert St James,
Aunt Breezy, L.D.A. (“a modest man
who likes to be known only by his
initials”), Manley Allover and Seldom
Doogood. “The Kitchen Symphony,”’
says Mr Mason, “proved to be the

" piece de resistance
of the revue.”

A short lecture
on speech training
by a distinguished
visitor, Herr Pro-
fessor Eusebius Ap-
fel-Strudel, is an-
other - item to be
heard in the radio
version of Wits’
End. On the vocal
side the guest artist
will be the French
cabaret singer, Bru-
masson, who will
sing “Lambton
Quay,” a little num-
ber he has written
for New Zealand
audiences; and a
brand new radio
serial, Doctor Poop,
“dealing with wholly
adult relationships,”

successful than he BRUCE
expected. The NZBS also was inter-
ested and made a recording, and an
edited version of this is now to be
heard, from all YC stations on Sunday,
July 21, at 9.15 p.m. It will be intro-
duced by James Robertson,

Talking to The Listener about Wits’
End, Mr Mason said he used some of
the material he had found successful at
Unity ‘Theatre, but wrote a good ceal
more of a topical flavour. Among his
own favourite items is The Kitchen
Symphony, XK.12, by Little Wolfy
Mozart. This is a suite in Mozart style
which Mr Mason wrote partly to mark
the Mozart bi-centenary and partly to
cock a snook 'at the National Orches-
tra’s performance of 7The Toy Sym-
phony earlier last year. There’s an ab-
surd story to justify its existence, and
it is scored for piano, pot lids, egg-
beater, milk bottle and spoon and
assorted squeakers. The conductor and

will be presented
for the first time by the proprietors of
Slosh, the new, family, all-purpose com-
pound. Like every good revue, this one
will also include an opening chorus.

Mr Mason says: “I had a most gifted
and inventive cast, some of them well
known in the theatre -— Dorothy Too-
good, Sunny Amey, Jessie Weddell,
John Norton, George Webby, Ian Mec-
Clymont and Ralph McAllister. They
all seemed to like playing in revue, be-
cause it gives each the chance to do
a wide variety of comic parts in one
evening-—though the speed of some of
the changes was wearing on the nerves.”
The pianist for Wits End was Barry
Nalder, Mr Mason now hopes to make
the revue an annual event in Welling-
ton.

Though most Wellingtonians have
known Bruce Mason as a writer of
revue for less than five years, his in-
terest goes back much further than

e

(C) Punch

) “They play well together, don’t they?”
N.Z. LIsTENER, JuLy 12, 1957,

that—further even that the revue he
did while in the Navy during the war.
When he was a child at Teakapuna, he
recalls, friends and relations came up
from the beach in the dusk on Christ-
mas night and squashed on to the ver-
andah for an hour or so of variety.
Theatrical production had its bad
moments even in those days. Mr Mason
Sfound his sister co-operative, but his
brother Tim furiously opposed the
whole show, and had to be wheedled
with chocolate into doing anything at
all. That taste for chocolate broke up
the last of the Takapuna revues half-
way through, for Tim ate a threepenny
cake that had been set aside for a prize.
After that he gave up acting for good—-
and later he became an All Black
instead.

PLASTIC COAT TORN?

piastine will mena at Plastine mends all
pvc vlastics, curtains, bags, inflatable toays.
ldeal for putting plastic linings in funch
cases covering books, mending garden
hoses Simple to use; 2/3 per tube. Your
store has it, or will order for you from
UNIPLAST PO Box 734 Hamiiton

HAIR ON FACE

Sweedawax Swedish Wax Pencils remove stube’
born facial hairs, laave skin petal-smooth. Proved!
by thousands of women for over 13 years. Odoure
less, pure natural ingredients, safe for sensitive
skins. Popular pack {0/-—sent under plain wrape
per. Money-back guarantes. Only from:—

SOUTHERN GILB§§P¥ fo. LTD. (Est. 1937)4
BOX 5083 LAMSTON QUAY, WELLINGTON

For The
First Time

In New Zealand

A

NATIONAL

® Every jiete An aulkeuiic antique over 100

yearsold

® In addstion-private exhibits aliowing New
Zeaiand's mos\ exclusive collection of silyar.

wars, chian etc

B ALL DEALER ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE
SALE

The National Antigue Fair

PALMERSTON NORTH
AUGUST 12 - 17th
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