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fanciful text, by the great Italian lyric
poet Giacomo Leopardi, discusses the
nature of existence after death, and the
music is appropriate to such a subject.
Petrassi calls his work a "Dramatic
Macrigal." It is scored for male chorus,
accompanied by three pianos, brass,
contrabasses and percussion-a combin-
ation from which the composer, and
Hugh Ross, elicited appropriately eerie
music, Petrassi, a native of Rome, was
composer in residence at the Berkshire
music centre, in Massachusetts, last
year,
The concert began with the brief and
exhilarating "Eternitie" for chorus and
orchestra, by Jan Meyerowitz, The text
is by Robert Herrick, the English cava-
lier poet of the 17th century. Meyero-
witz, born in Germany in 1913, cameto the United States in 1946.
As may be seen from these brief de-
scriptions, this programme covered a
great deal of musical background. But
regardless of any other considerations,
the important thing about it was its
presentation of music that was fresh,
new and of our time. This is, I think,
particularly significant in choral music,
where the great works of the past, both
sacred and secular, make up a greater
proportion of the literature than do
classical works in symphonic music.
Hugh Ross, Music Director of the
Schola Cantorum since 1927, has a
theory to account for what he calls the
"reflorescence" of choral music. It is
due, he believes, to the fact that our
modern musical idiom has become
stabilised. This is important for com-
posers of choral music who, because of
the nature of their medium, cannot ex-
periment as readily as can composers
of instrumental music. Therefore, says
Ross, brilliant choral music is being
produced now because composers "have
developed a style in which all of the
earlier work has been absorbed into the
main stream of musical history."It is an interesting theory, and Ross’s
long and close association with choral
music gives it additional importance.
But whatever the reason, the Schola
Cantorum’s memorable concert demon-
strated that great choral music is in-
deed being composed in our day.

GOFFREDO PETRASSI

WHANGAREIPRIMARYSCHOOL
85th ANNIVERSARY
September 27 28, 29, 1957
Ex-Pupils, Teachers and Committeemen
interested please write to the Secretary,85th Anniversary c/o Whangarei Primary
School, Whangarei:

OurProvingeGround
~New Zealand4

IN THE MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN
through theNorth Island,andagainin1956 on a 900-mile
journey from Invercargill to Auckland, Standard-Vacuum provedthatMobilgasmeansmoremiles-per-gallon-~andproveditunder
conditions identical to those thatyou, the averagemotorist,meet:

IN THE MOBILCAS ECONOMY RUN
to be held thisyear*over a 700-mileNorth Island route,
Standard-Vacuum will prove that New FormulaMobilgaswhich
now gives you-

EasierStarting;Quicker Warm-UP,
and Smoother Sweeter Running;

also gives youMORE MILES-PER-GALLONI

ITS A FACT! The Mobilgas Economy Run,
sponsoredby Standard-VacuumOilCompany(NZ) Ltd:89 is
supervisedby the officialsof the Association ofNZ: CarClubsand has the fullapprovaloftheTransportDepartment.Thecars use the identicalfuelyoubuyfrom theMobilgaspumpand
theyarenormalstock1956-57modelswith no extras.
Theyare driven in complete conformitywith the Road Code.Theresultsare cold,hardfacts,not justclaimswhichcontinually
containmore andmore superlatives. Your car canproducethesame results when itisproperlytuned,safelydrivenandfuelledwith NEW FORMULA MOBILGAS:OurDrivers
~theNZ.Motorists?

YOU ARE INVITEDtoenter the 1957 MobilgasEconomyRun:

ENTRIES CLOSE 12 NOOn AUG. 9!
Getyour entry form now from

Standard-Vacuum Oil Company (N.z.) Ltd.,P.o_ Box2497,Wellington.

NewFormulaMobilgasWeinviteyou to fill in this
coupon and send it to uS.
When you receive your Standard-VacuumOilCo. (NZ)Ltd,copyof How to GetMore PO. Box2497,Wellington.MilesPerGallon we sug Ro

800 Pleasesendmemyfree (andpost-free)folder,"HowtoGetgest that you fill up with MoreMilesPerGallonNew Formula Mobilgas
and start your own econ- NAME
omy-run:Wewill behappy ADDRESSto hear from you of the
results:
STANDARD-VACUUM OIL COMPANY (N.z.) LTD:
Marketersof New Formula Mobilgas and MobiloilSpecial

how-morgetmiles,
gallon=


