GOFFREDO PETRASSI

(continued from previous page)
fanciful text, by the great Italian lyric
poet Giacomo Leopardi, discusses the
nature of existence after death, and the
music is appropriate to such a subject.

Petrassi calls his work a “Dramatic
Macrigal.” It is scored for male chorus,
accompanied by three pianos, brass,
contrabasses and percussion-—a combin-
ation from which the composer, and
Hugh Ross, elicited appropriately eerie
music, Petrassi, a native of Rome, was
composer in residence at the Berkshire
music centre, in Massachusetts, last
year.

The concert began with the brief and
exhilarating “Eternitie” for chorus and
orchestra, by Jan Meyerowitz. The text
is by Robert Herrick, the English cava-
lier poet of the 17th century. Meyero-
witz, born in Germany in 1913, came
to the United States in 1946.

As may be seen from these brief de-
scriptions, this programme covered a
great deal of musical background. But
regardless of any other considerations,
the important thing about it was its
presentation of music that was fresh,
new and of our time. This is, I think,
particularly significant in choral music,
where the great works of the past, both
sacred and secular, make up a greater
proportion of the literature than do
classical works in symphonic music.

Hugh Ross, Music Director of the
Schola Cantorum since 1927, has a
theory to account for what he calls the
“reflorescence” of choral music. It is
due, he believes, to the fact that our
modern musical idiom has become
stabilised. This is important for com-
posers of chora]l music who, because of
the nature of their medium, cannot ex-
periment as readily as can composers
of instrumental music. Therefore, says
Ross, brilliant choral music is being
produced now because composers “have
developed a style in which all of the
earlier work has been absorbed into the
main stream of musical history.”

It is an interesting theory, and Ross’s
long and close association with choral
music gives it additional importance.
But whatever the reason, the Schola
Cantorum’s memorable concert demon-
strated that great choral music is in-
deed being composed in our day.
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WHANGARE! PRIMARY SCHOOL
.85th ANNIVERSARY
September 27, 28, 29, 1957

Ex-Pupils, Teachers and Committeemen
interested, please write to the Secretary,
85th Anniversary, £/0 Whangarei Primary
Schooal, Whangarei,

Our Proving Ground-

IN THE

~-New Zealand !
MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN

through the North Island, and again in 1956 on a 900-mile
journey from Invercargill to Auckland, Standard-Vacuum proved
that Mobilgas means more miles-per-gallon—and proved it under
conditions identical to those that you, the average motorist, meet.

IN THE

MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN

to be held this year* over a 700-mile North Island route, )
Standard-Vacuum will prove that New Formula Mobilgas which
How gives you—

Easier Starting, Quicker Warm-up,
and Smoother Sweeter Running,

also gives you MORE MILES-PER-GALLON!

ITS A FACT! . ..,

ilgas Economy Run,

sponsored by Standard-Vacuum Qil Company (N.Z.) Ltd., is
supervised by the officials of the Association of N.Z. Car Clubs
and has the full approval of the Transport Department.

The cars use the identical fuel you buy from the Mobilgas pump and
they are normal stock 1956-57 models with no extras.

They are driven in complete conformity with the Road Code.

The results are cold, hard facts, not just claims which continually
contain more and more superlatives. Your car can produce

the same results when it is properly tuned, safely driven and fuelled
with NEW FORMULA MOBILGAS.

Our Drivers —

—theN.Z. Motorists!

YUU ARE INV'TED to enter the 1957 Mobilgas Economy Rum.
*ENTRIES CLOSE 12 NOON AUG. 9!

Get your entry form now from

Standard-Vacuum Oil Company (N.2.) Lid., P.O. Box 2497, Wellington.

ez For

We invite you to fill in this
coupon and send it to us.
When vyou receive your
copy of “How to Get More
Miles Per Gallon” we sug-
gest that you fill up with
New Formula Mobilgas
and start your own econ-
omy-tun. We will be happy
to hear from yon of the
resulls,

STANDARD-VACUUM

Mobilgas

Standard-Vacuum Qil Co. (N.Z.) Ltd., 4
P.Q. Box 2497, Wellington. . ‘
Please send me my iree (and post-free) folder, “How to Get
More Miles Per Galion™, v H
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OlL COMPANY (N.Z.) LTD.
Marketers of New Formula Mobilgas and Mobiloil Special
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