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of the Reformation in England. Of the
three, the least colourful and doctrin-
ally the most important was Nicholas
Ridley, whose biography has been writ-
ten by Jasper Ridley, his nephew at
many generations remove.It is not a "popular" biography; in
some ways it is hardly a biography at
all, for the depths and subtleties that
lie beneath the records are unexplored.
Born into the turbulence of the North-
umbrian border, |jeducated and reaching
eminence in a Cambridge rapidly swing-
ing to the Left in theology, called upon
to formulate doctrine for a reformation
which acquired at least half its impetus
from political expediency and _ back
stairs diplomacy, and finally confronted
by the appalling alternatives, what kind
of a man was Ridley? Only the hints
are here in this meticulous arrangement
of historical data.
Ridley was an intellectual, and, one
imagines, frigid; a man of high principle
and few friends. Prone to doubt in an
age when doubt was either heresy or
high treason, or both, he was unfor-
tunate that his confession of doubt on
the Real Presence led to his adoption
as chief exponent and innovator in this
crucial dogma while a humiliated prin-
cess awaited her revenge: It is to his
credit that he had foreseen the crisis of
his life, and met it with resolution. Not
even he could have foreseen the pro-
longed horror of his death. Latimer’s
ending was short; Cranmer had the ex-
ample of his predecessors; Ridley’s was
the supreme test of fortitude, the candle
which "shall never be put out." Their
martyrdom was the justification of the
unhappy secular background which is
more impressively documented in this
book, J.R.T.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
THE DAPHNE DU MAURIER OM-
NIBUS, comprising "Rebecca,"
"Jamaica Inn," "Frenchman’s Creek";
Victor Gollancz, English price 15/-. A
bargain item for du Maurier addicts who
are willing to trade quantity for typo-
graphical quality. The type-face used
in the first two novels is too small for
comfortable reading in artificial light,
but "Frenchman’s Creek" (set by a dif-
ferent ‘printer) is an improvement. The
stories are unabridged.
YACHTING WORLD ANNUAL, 1957; liiffe
and Sons Ltdi, English price 35/-.
HIS beautifully-printed annual re-
cords the highlights of yacht racing
during the 1956 season in the United
Kingdom, Scandinavia, America and the
Mediterranean. It also gives accounts
of cruising in foreign waters and traces
new developments in yacht design and
construction. The half-tone plates in-
clude some fine examples of marine
‘photography and, once again, there is a
good selection of lines plans to stimu-
late a yachtsman’s pipe-dreams.
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BONBON TON
ENEATH the flashing neon
signs
The village sweetshop stands,
Dispensing sundry toothsome lines
To countless little hands,
From when they called it Candy
Store
The place has travelled far;
Now reads the sign above thedoor- .
Expresso Toffee Bar. R.G. P.


