BOOKS

Sitting Ducks in Modern Fiction

THE VANISHING HERO, by Sean O'Faolain;
Eyre and Spottiswoode, English price 21/-.

CATASTROPHE AND [MAGINATION,
by John McCormick; Longmans, English
price 25/-.

(Reviewed by Anton Vogt)

NY widely-read novel be-
comes part of the history of
its time: part of current

gossip, a reflection of private
mores publicly mirrored, the ex-
cuse for innumerable articles, and
perhaps for books of criticism. We live
in an age of books about books, and
fiction gets its full share. The most com-
mon complaint is that fiction is dying,
but the maggots on the carcass are un-
commonly active. For every indifferent
novel there are ten good critics.

Sean O’Faolain writes brilliantly of
the literary heroes and heroines of the
*20s and ’30s: Huxley, Waugh, Greene,
Faulkner, Hemingway, Elizabeth Bowen,
Virginia Woolf, and Joyce. His chief
argument is that (with the exception
of Hemingway) they had no heroes or
heroines. Indeed, they could not have,
because they had no ‘‘sustained view
of the good life.” So here we come again
to the peevish quarrel. The moderns
fail, because they are “groping, puzzled,
cross, mocking, frustrated, isolated . . .”
whereas in the classical tradition authors

ERNEST HEMINGWAY
“His Hero is brainless”

saw life whole, O’Faolain demands faith
in life, as a sine qua non of greatness
in art; and he is probably right. He is
not prepared to admit the validity of
explorations made without compass.
Some of his butts are sitting ducks.
Aldous Huxley becomes a nasty little

man, full of wormwood under the smart-
alec polish, Waugh, a writer of “purely
brainless genius,” seduces himself into
an untenable position; and after pro-
ducing a handful of brilliant satires be-
comes the apologist of a Catholic Public
Schoolism, which O’Faolain cannot re-
cognise as Catholic, and only snobs can
accept as Public School. Greene, with
cloven pen, “carries a pit of eternity
around with him, into which he jumps
regularly by appointment.)”’ (I quote
Denis Glover, speaking of a New Zea-
land poet). Faulkner has “more genius
than talent.” Virginia Woolf is Narcissa.
Joyce is Lucifer; his detachment an
illusion, or delusion; the “most striking
thing in all his work . . . the impression
he conveys of a nature torn between a
painful sense of shame and an almost
diabolical pride.” (O'Faolain does not
deny that both may be actual. He is
thoroughly Irish in his discontent,
superbly English in his own prose style.)
Of his odd man out, Hemingway, he
writes: “He is the only modern writer
of real distinction for whom the Hero
does in some form still live. The priqe
he pavs for this is that his Hero . . . 18
brainless., has no past, no traditions and
no memories.”

John McCormick writes an altogether
different, typically American kind of

book: an omnibus volume, dotted with
footnotes and carefully indexed, setting
out to prove that the novel is still very
much alive, in spite of Virginia Woolf,
D. H. Lawrence, John Steinbeck and
Herman Wouk. He is the new literary
hero: the man who has read literally
Every Important or Near-Important
Novel, and filed his findings for a sem-
inar embracing literature, philosophy
and politics. O'Faolain is for every in-
telligent reader. McCormick is for the
student of trends. But all this is not
to say that, though often tiresome, he
is not illuminating: over a sprawling
canvas there are sharp and witty judg-
ments. (*The novel as obsession” dis-
poses of Lawrence, “The Caine Mutiny
places Wouk at the head of the other
plutocrats of the American novel. . .”
“In Emily Bronte's work, we do not
find ‘real’ people; we find instead Jun-
gian libido. . .”") McCormick is, however,
essentially serious. He is dedicated to
the proposition that only the best will
do, even if he seldom finds it. Boldly,
he names some modern novels which
“might still be read a century from now.”
From America he chooses Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby, Hemingway's A Fare-
well to Arms, Faulkner's The Sound
and the Fury, and Light In August, and
Ellison's Invisible Man; from England,
Forster's A Passage to India, Warner's
The Aerodrome, Lowry's Under the
Volcano, Anthony West's One Dark
Night, Rosamund Lehmann's The Echo-
ing Grove, and P. H. Newby’s The Re-
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Use Marmite in cooking. You'll delight in the

difference it will make to even the most ordinary
dish. Use it by the spoonful—even by the dessert-
spoonful—in soups, stews, casseroles and gravies,

It gives cooking a wonderful “lift”.
It makes a delicious hot drink, too—just a
teaspoonful in a cup of hot water

12

or hot milk.

Marmite is always fresh, always
a favourite. Buy some from

your grocer today. It’s the
seasoner supreme,

by the
spoonful
in soups,
stews,
gravies
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PRACTICAL BOOKS
ON HEALTH

@® “Eating tor Health,” by C. E. 3/
Clinkord, M.BE. - - - - =
® “The Uses of Juices,” by C, E 3/
Clinkard, M.B.E. - - -
® "Soya, the Wonder Food,” by C. 3/_
E. Clinkard, M.B.E. - - -
Obtaingbie from Leading Booksellers, or
POST FREE from the N.Z. Distributars:

C.E.CLINKARD & CO.

Wholesote Bookseliers and Publishers,
P.0. Box 3, New Lynn, Aucklond, S.W.4 -

We speciclise im Sealth and Diet Books
by leading outhorities throughout the
world. Send 3d for Complete Caotalogue

How to enjoy Good Health

KELPEX TABLETS

“FOR RADIANT HEALTH”—To marn-

tain good health you must have sufiicient

fodine.

Buy @ bottle and start yourseit on the rooa

to heclth today. Ne sater or more natural

remedy is available than Kelpex Tablets,

which contain the rich iodine-laden kelp

obtained from the depths of the sea.
Price: 5/6 ond 10/6 per bottle.

GARLISOL
FOR THE TREATMENT OF RHEUMA-
TISM AND CATARRH
Lasting relief from the pain of Rheuma-
tism and Catarrh can come only by attack-
ing the causes of these complgints—the
impurities which have become lodged in
the system. Nature provides in the simple,
homely vegetable-—Garlic—a remedy which
hos exceptional power in ourifying and
cleansing the system.

Price; 4/6 par tin of odourless tablets.

250 Tablets for £1/2/6; 500 Tablets for £2.
Also available: Ointment, B8/6; Cough
Mixture, 3/3; Boim, 4/6,

INNERCLEAN
A DRUGLESS LAXATIVE.
Sutferers from constipation find that they
can tolerate Innercleon without any weak-
ening after-effects, and that it performs
its purpose gently and naturally. even in
the most obstinate cases.

Price: 5/6 per packat,
Cbtainable from Chemists and Health Food
Stores, or will be sent POST FREE on
receipt of remittance, by

VITAMIN PRODUCTS LTD.

P.O. Box 3, NEW LYNN, AUCKLAND,
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