
NEW ZEALAND

ATTITUDES

DAVID DELANY, talks officer at Dunedin, introduces a new series of broad-
casts about New Zealanders, and why they behave as they do

"WE New Zealanders, who are we?"It’s not the sort of question one
gets asked every day, and it might
make you stop and scratch your head
for a moment. A quick answer might
include all sorts of things. Something
about a people mainly British in origin,
prizing equality, tending towards ex-
pediency in politics and elsewhere; a
people loving sport, especially football;
with an antipathy to ideas and indiffer-
ence to civilised drinking, and with a
general tendency to badly cut clothes;
a people fond ‘of energetic open-air
holidays, but lacking appreciation oftheir environment when it comes to
building their cities; a people open,
friendly and practical.
Would these go far to answering the
question? The answer is no. We cannot
really know who we are because after
only 100 years we are still in the pro-
cess of finding out. Think how often in
the past 50 years some influential
speaker or journal has announced that
"a nation is born" when the announce-
ment, if not the birth, was certainly
premature, To name only two occasions,it happened when New Zealand troopsfirst saw service overseas in World WarI. Our pride in the fighting qualitiesof our troops and their status as "New
Zealanders" was certainly justified, butan event like that does not in itself
create nationhood. It happened again in
1946 when the National Orchestra gaveits first concert. "A nation is born,"
someone said when the Orchestra playedits last piece and the applause brokeout on that historic night. But such
events are merely signs that we are
gtowing toward nationhood.
One of the signs of nationhood, in the
sense of "knowing who we are," ig the
existence of a national literature,
National myth and symbol are createdfirst through words and the visual arts,
and it is quite plain that our literature
and painting, for instance, are still in
the embryo stage. We have some fine
poets, but very few short story writers
and novelists of the same quality. The
great New Zealand novel, when it does
appear, surely won't come like somebrilliant unexpected comet out of an
empty sky, but when a host of lesser
stars-novels, short stories, historical
and social studies-have been shiningin our firmament for some time. The
fecent prose award competition held bythe quarterly Landfall dtew only 25entries. Commenting on this, the Editorwrote: "One reason without doubt is
the sheer difficulty of breaking new
ground to write imaginatively about lifein this country. We have no well-estab-
lished pictures of ourselves as a peopleand of the kind of life we lead or wouldlike to lead, because there have been
so few writers yet to construct any; the
country and the people have very
largely still to be created in terms of
literature."
Writers in this sense are, of course,
a tiny minority in any country.
Theoretically a bigger population and

more years behind us ought to result
in more and better writers, but is it
too far-fetched to wonder whether if
Admass gets hold of us in the mean-
time, we might not, in fact, have fewer?
Further, is it possible for a modern
people to be so placed in history that
they can have no literature, no art (or
none to speak of) and hence no
identity?
If it is important to try to discover
who we ate, and if. there is no New
Zealand literature to tell us, what does
one do? Let us put the question an-
other way. What sort of society are we
creating here in New Zealand, how far isit a desirable one, what are our atti-
tudes to important things like equality,
religion, civil liberties, the arts, the
family, leisure, personal relationships,
etc., and even to more mundane things
as food and drink? What is the impli-cation for our society of the patternmade by each of these? The answers,
honest answers, ought to tell us some-
thing useful about ourselves.
Take personal relationships. The New
Zealand male already has a characteris-tic attitude in his social relationships
with women, towards friends, and in his
casual public encounters with other
New Zealanders. For instance, have you
ever watched a city crowd trying to
board a Wellington or Auckland tram
in the rush hour? Here our national
ideal of equality becomes something
that looks in practice very Ilke
"Women and children last." A trivial
example you may say. Yet more than
one Englishman has been appalled at
our aggressive, inconsiderate behaviour
in public. Road manners are another
example. How many car drivers regu-
larly use slowing down signals, or indi-
cate that they intend to pass?
Of friendship: Is it true that the
New Zealand idea of\ friendship is

something that tends to re-
main at the level of bar-room
bonhomie, no matter how well
the friend is known? Here
again equality is one factor.
We like to treat everyone the
same. And, as our way of life
does not encourage deep feel-
ing in personal relationship,it is possible we have grownafraid of it. Does this in turn
have anything to do with the
fact that we drink too much
alcohol? Aré we emotionally
immature?

:

What can we expect of the
atts in New Zealand? What
are our attitudes to literature,
music and the visual arts? Do
we care enough about civil
liberties; are they being
whittled away unnoticed? Is
there not something character-
istic in our attitudes towards
religion? Why are there so
many small religious sects in
New Zealand? Perhaps it is
an attempt to escape from
conformity in other directions,
On the whole, are we more irreligious
than other countries?
It sounds, you may say, as though
we can’t do anything right. Haven’t we
any good points? Of course we have,
but discussion of ,our virtues is less
likely to be profitable than analysis of
our weaknesses. Anyway, haven’t we
been called complacent before today?
It was with these thoughts in mind
that we drew up a list of topics under
the general heading "New Zealand Atti-
tudes," and asked several speakers to
analyse and comment upon them in a
series of radio talks. The drawback to
such a venture, as we soon became
aware, is the lack of authoritative
sociological studies upon which to base
cpinion and interpretation, such as
Geoffrey Gorer’s The British Character,
or the classic study of Rowntree and
Lavers, English Life and Leisure. But
we felt that all the same we could find
enough perceptive speakers who could
in a frank and constructive way stimu-
late us to take a fresh look at the sort
of people we afe and what we might
become.
Rev. George Naylor, of Cust, Canter-
bury, who has wide experience of pas-
‘toral ministry in town and country, will

discuss our attitude toward religion
(4YC, Tuesday, June 11, 7.30 p.m.)3
M. K. Joseph, Senior Lecturer in Eng-
lish at Auckland University College, will
talk about our attitude to the arts (4YC,
Tuesday, June 18, 7.30 p.m.); Martin
Finlay, a former Vice-President of the
Auckland Wine and Food Society, talks
about our attitude to food and drink
(4YC, Tuesday, June 25, 9.30 p.m.).
Phillip Smithells, Director of Otago
University’s School of Physical Educa-
tion, is an Englishman who has lived
in New Zealand a number of years. He
will analyse our attitude to leisure
(4YC, Tuesday, July 2, 8.0 p.m.), In a
number of further talks, not yet
scheduled, J. H. Robb, Senior Lecturer
at Victoria University College’s School
of Social Science, will deal with Equal-
ity; a medical psychologist of Otago
University, with the Family; Dr. C. G.
Hill, Otago University Lecturer, in
Education, with Personal Relationships;
E. A. Olssen, Senior Lecturer in Politi-
cal Science, Otago University, with
Bureaucracy; and R. H. Brookes, Vic-
toria College Lecturer in. Political
Science, with Civil Liberties. New Zea-
land Attitudes will be heard from other
~¥C stations later in. the year...
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