KEIR HARDIE
CENTENARY

\VHEN Keir Hardie walked into the

House of Commons in 1906, the
first Member to be elected as a Labour
candidate, he caused a newspaper sensa-

tion as “the man in the cloth cap.”

it was not the only time that contro-

versy stirred about this great Labour

pioneer. His support of the Suffragettes

rd 9 and his strictures on militarists and on
royalty roused his opponents to fury:

o0 and when war came in 1914 even his

supporters  were divided, Those who

knew Hardie best agree that the war
killed him as surely as if he had been
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KEIR HARDIE
“Always be kind”

struck by a bullet. Socialism for him
also meant anti-militarism and inter-
natignalism, and when he saw the work-
ers of FEurope fighting one another
and many of his own Labour colleagues
nugporting the war, it was for him the
end,

Keir Hardie was born into poverty in
a Scottish hamlet just over 100 years
ago. He had na schooling, but he taught
himself to read. While he worked as
a miner he wrote articles for local

newspapers, and soon became a journal-
ist end a miners’ leader. He plaved a
great part in a development of British

trade unions and particularly in asso-
ciating them with politics and the In-
dependent Labour Party.

On the 100th anniversary of Hardie's
birth last year the BBC broadcast a
tribute which is to be heard from 1YC
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and later from other YC stations. The

Man They Remember is made up of

NORTHERN AUTOMOBILES LTD., AMURI MOTORS LTDu ‘the recojlections of people wl‘m knew
hi 11, gathered b

Auckland ond Hamilton, - Wellington and Christchurch, im well, gathered by a BBC producer

and an interviewer who travelled from
Westminster through the Midlands and
industrial north to the Lowlanda of

NEWTON KING LTD,, T. R. TAYLOR LTD,, Scotland. Well-known men who will be

. .| beard include Sir Charles Travelyan, A.
New Plymouth, Dunedin ond Invercargill. Fenner Brockway, M.P., and Emrys

Hughes, M.P. But probably no contribu-
tion to the programme shows the, gantle-
ness of Hardie better than the t;:emory

Z. . :. G.PO. BOX 883 WELLINGTON. of & man who .is now a borough coun-~
THE STAﬂDARD MOTOR COMPANY {(N.Z.) LTD. HEAD OFFICE: G.P.O. B gLLI Cillor Iy Wast Ham, He saer Hordia e
' ' . out for the House of Commens in a
. ’ wagonette with a trumpeter on that first
day and spoke to him; and the man
with the bushy bheard and the pisrcing
- - v n eyes patted his head and said: “Always
- - - ; ; be kind. Always be kind.” .
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