
rich voice-the voice of the Sybil her-self-is as appropriate to the declama-
tory rhythms and the prophetic utter-
ances of her later verse as Dylan
Thomas’s voice was to his very different
poetry. In her reading, the elaborate
symbolist patterns came across as pas-
sionate and profoundly simple vision,not as mannered contrivances. The
beauty, compassion and deeply religious
temper of these poems fell from the
air like "the great dews that come to
the sick rose." Surely no greater poem
came out of the war than "Still Falls
the Rain." In Benjamin Britten’s in-
spited setting, this poem pierced to
the heart. Perhaps because I had been
thinking of the hydrogen bomb tests
and all they imply, I realised, as never
before, how more than anyone else’s
poems, Dame Edith’s are poems of the
atomic age, how completely she catches
its mood, and how, while touching uni-
versal themes, she makes the perfect
comment on man’s folly now. "Then to
the murdered Sun a totem pole of dust
arose in memory of Man." That and
the "Starved Man Christ" form, surely, |"the heart of the matter.’

J.C. R.
Diatribe
RECENT conversation runs like
this: "Why don’t you review more
NZBS plays?" "Because the plays don’t
interest me." "Why don’t they?" "Be
cause they are, on the whole, more or
less accurate reproductions of second
rate English successes of twenty years
ago." "Then shouldn’t you say some
thing about that?" I should, and will.In the past few months, I have listenedto many NZBS plays in a variety ofdialects: Welsh, Yorkshire, Lancashire,
Scottish; and there have been plays
translated from the Spanish and the
French. But, to my knowledge, there
has not been a single play by a NewZealand author in, say, the last six
months. Now, the quality which unitesall these regional and translated playshas been’ a general second-rateness; none
has been quite worthless, none really
distinguished, and the NZBS has mace
a good job of them. But my point now,which I should like to hammer home,
is that if English second-rate is good
enough for the NZBS, why should notour own second-raters be acceptable?No doubt few first-rate plays have beenwritten in New Zealand, but if regional
comedy is to be the norm, then there
is plenty of this here quite good in its
way, of which I have personal experi
ence, no less amusing and workmanlike
than some of the potboilers we have
heard since Christmas. Last year, the
Invercargill Centennial Committeeoffered a handsome prize for a three
act play. The competition attractedover sixty entries from some of the
most distinguished literary reputationsin this country. Six were named by the
judge in his placing. Does the NZBS
Propose to produce them? Have theysolicited /scripts from all the authors
who entered? I really think they should,if broadcast drama is to be taken seri
ously in this country. B.E.G.M.
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