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Mr. Donald Jack,
1956 MobilSongQuestWinner:

E650 inprizesl Followingthe unqualified success of lastyear'$
talentsearch;Standard-VacuumOil
Company(NZ)Ltd. are onceagainsponsoring
"MobilSongQuest fromJune6th to
October Ist. Age limitsare 18 to 45 years,
and,as in the1956Quest,allentrantswillbe
judgedbypanelsofadjudicators on the basis of the
best voicesfor radioentertainment.
Theprizemoney- -includingE300 for the winner
andE20foreachdistrictfinalist- plustheradioand
concertexperiencetobegainedbringstoNewZealand

artistsanunsurpassedopportunitytowinfameandsuccess
andtobeheardtotheirbestadvantage. Atthesame
time,sMobilSongQuest"ishelpingto encourage
thecountry' $growingappreciationofgoodmusicand
provide a worthwhile radio programme acceptable
toall sections ofthecommunity.
Entry forms and cenditions ofentryare available fromyour

Mo57.7 nearestCommercialBroadcastingStation:Getyoursrightaway?

Closingdate for entrieswillbe announced over local commercialstations
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Joseph Conrad
N 1857, at Berdyczew, near Molihow,
in the southern provinces of Poland,
one of England’s greatest writers was
born. "If I was to be a seaman," wrote
Joseph Conrad in A Personal Record,
"IT would be a British seaman and no
other. . . If I had not written in Eng-
lish I would not have written at all."
Because of these early decisions, some
three-quarters of Conrad’s sea life was
spent under the Red Duster ("the only
roof over my head"), and England
gained one of the best craftsmen of her
language and perhaps her greatestwriter on the sea.
To mark the centenary of Conrad’s
birth, Alan Mulgan has written a pro-
gramme around the writer’s life and
work, The Voluntary Englishman, whichwill be heard from 2YC at 8.0 p.m. on
Thursday, May 9.
In the portrait above (from an etch-
ing by Walter Tittle in the National
Portrait Gallery) something may be
seen of Conrad’s character; here is the
slightly tilted head, the keen eye of a
man who knew both storms and his
own strength to face them. "He was a
man of the highest integrity," says Mr
Mulgan, "and integrity-or as he put it,
fidelity--was what he valued most in
others. . . Conrad thought the world a
hard and cruel taskmaster, and that
man’s duty was to stand up to its ills
and buffets."
In The Voluntary Englishman, selec-
tions will be read from four of Conrad’s
works: The Nigger of the Narcissus,
Heart of Darkness, Typhoon and The
Mirror of the Sea. Although the first
three of these works are framed as
fiction they are all based on actual epi-
sodes in the writer’s life. The Nigger
derives from a voyage Conrad made in
the 1300-ton Narcissus from Bombay to
Dunkirk, not long after he had passed
his Chief Mate’s examination; Heart of
Darkness from a trip in the Belgian
Congo when he left his first command
the Otago; and Typhoon (although inthe story the vessel becomes a steamer)
came from his experiences as Chief
Mate ofthe sailing ship Highland Forest.

BOOKSELLERS'
SCHOLARSHIP

A TRAVELLING SCHOLARSHIP
lasting about nine months, will
shortly be awarded to a male assist-
ant, under the age of 31 who is on
the staff of a member of the Book-
sellers Association_ Details can be
obtained by writing to the
Associated Booksellers, P.OSecret3z,Box
Wellington.
Applications close May 20.


