
A NEWNATION
"THIS day indeed is |an important one, :
in the history of Ghana
and of Africa, and in
that of: the Common-
wealth, . .
"It is most appropri-
ate that the new State
that comes into exist-
ence today should be
given a new name-=
Ghana, and it is also
most fitting that this|
name should be taken|
from that of the ancient|
empire that flourished in |
the western and south-|
ern Sahara for many
centuries. Today, the.
ancient. name of Ghana
is heard again after
about a thousand years,
and the descendants of
those who flourished in
the old West African
empire take their place
as citizens of a. sover-
eign State which is a
member of a Common-
wealth such as_ the:
people of ancient Ghana
could never, have envis-
ag " y

So reads part of a
message of greeting to
the people of Ghana re-
corded in the studios of
the NZBS by the Hon.
T. L. Macdonald, Minis-ter of External Affairs.
This message, together with other mes-
sages of greeting from all the members
of the Commonwealth, will be broad-
cast by the Gold Coast Broadcasting
Service on Wednesday, March 6, the
day that the Gold Coast becomes
Ghana, ah independent self-governing
State within the British Commonwealth
of Nations.
Earlier, the NZBS will mark the
coming event with the broadcast of The
Gold Coast Becomes Ghana, a BBC pro-
gramme by Louis MacNeice, from YA
stations and 4YZ at 9.30 a.m. on Sun-
day, March 3.
The date of the transition is March
6-on another March 6 113 years be-
fore, British jurisdiction in the Gold

—

Ses

Coast area was first defined in an agree-
ment with the native chiefs. Six years
later, in 1850, the first Legislative
Council was set up for what was then
the Colony, and since then Britain has
guided the people of the Gold Coast
slowly but surely towards self-govern-
ment, at the same time helping them
to build up a network of social services
and a backing of sound economic de-
velopment.
In 1946 the Legislative Council for
the first time had a majority of Afri-
cans, for in the new Constitution of
that year the official members of the
council, once a majority, were made a
permanent minority. The year was also
significant for the introduction of Par---

liamentary government to the territory
of Ashanti, which previously had been
ruled by direct Ordinance of the
Governor.
Since then advance has been rapid.
The 1951 legislature represented all the
people of the Gold Coast (the Colony,
Ashanti and the Northern Territories)
and the Constitution introduced in
1954 brought the country to the thresh-
old of full self-government. This 1954
Constitution provided for an all-African
Cabinet presided over by a Prime Min-
ister, and a legislative assembly whose
104 members were elected by secret
ballot under universal adult suffrage.
Prime Minister of the Gold Coast
since that office was created in 1952,
Dr. Kwame Nkrumah will also be the
first. Prime Minister of the new State
of Ghana. He was born in a small
village in the Gold Coast and educated
at mission schools and at Achimota
College, then in universities in America
and England. When he returned to the
Gold Coast in 1947 he gave up law for
politics and organised the Convention
People’s Party which won the general
election of 1951, that of 1954, and the
election held last year.

ABOVE: Voting at a Gold Coast general election—
a voter receives a ballot paper from a polling assistant
at Kungungu polling station in the Northern Territories.
RIGHT: Dr. Kwame Nkrumah.

Writing Pacific History
EW techniques are needed for the
proper study of Pacific history, con-
tends Dr. Francis West, Senior Lecturer
in History at Victoria University Col-
lege, whose two talks on The Writing
and Re-writing of Pacific History will
be heard soon from YC stations.
In the Pacific Islands the historian is
faced with a multicultural situation that
has in the past been interpreted only in
the terms of the historian’s own culture.
"How can the historian go behind the
defective written records to the reality
of the situation? The short answer is
that he can only do so in so far as he
breaks out of the traditional methods of
history. . . The historian must, in fact,
become something of an anthropologistif he is to go behind the documents to
the other culture involved in his field
of study." The first talk on Writing and
Re-writing Pacific History will be heard
from 1YC, 9.30 p.m., Friday, March 1. DR. FRANCIS WEST

QUARITCH
carry 4largeand valuablestockof

AMERICANA
AUTOGRAPHS
BIBLIOGRAPHY
BOTANICAL WORKS
EARLY SCIENTIFIC WORKS
ENGLISH LITERATUREof the
I6th to 2Oth CENTURY
EUROPEAN HISTORY
FINE ARTS
FINE BINDINGS
ILLUMINATED MSS.
INCUNABULA
NATURAL HISTORY
SPORTING BOOKS, ETC:

Classified Catalogues sent
post free On request:
PLEASE STATE YOUR
INTERESTS

Bernard Quaritch Ltd_
Booksellers 65 Publisbers,
ESTABLISHED 1847,
11 GRAFTON STREET,
NEW BOND STREET
LONDON; W.I, ENGLAND_

COLdSAND
FIU
are quickly
RELIEVED by

ANACIN
Givesyou

the POWER to
StoP PAIM

'Anacin' Tabletsalways relieve the
miseries of colds and flu because
theycontainmedically recommended
ingredients to deal surely and safely
with these winter ills aspirin and
phenacetin bring down the tempera-
ture and give speedy, long-lasting
relief caffeine dispels gloom and
depression. For colds_ flu and every
kind of pain; take Anacin'.
Nothing acts faster
than AnAciN

Kolynos(NZ)Ltd,KitchenerStAuckland:
A6-7


