ANARE—AUSTRALIA IN THE ANTARCTIC

This is @ large book {11V2 x 9) telling, mainly photographically, the story
of Australia’s long sustained adventure in the Antarctic. There are
thirteen full page colour photographs, and one hundred and fifty half-tones
The authors are John Bechervaise and Phillip Law, both well-known Austra-
lians, and there wiil be a foreword by the Rt. Hon. R, G. Casey. The photo-
graphs are superb. No comparable collection has ever been made—Ilet alone
" published—and they give the book a unique attraction! New Zealand retaii
price will be approximately 56/-.
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BOOKS

The Happy
Wanderer

AROUND ‘THE WORLD IN WANDERER
III, by Eric C. Hiscock; Oxford University
Press, Geoffrey Cumberlege, English price

25/
(Reviewed by J.C.)

HE art of making ocean

passages in small boats has,

since World War II, produced
a literature of its own. In the
thirties some such passages would
probably have won a London
newspaper’s cash prize, but the post-war
voyagers have had to claim their re-
wards from a different branch of the
publishing industry and the result has
been a spate of bocks on ocean cruising.
In almost every one the feat recorded
has been more notable than the quality
of the writing, and even ‘the enthusiast’s
interest is inclined to wither as the
accounts repeat themselves, There is no
denying that crossing the oceans in
small boats has become almost popular,
or that some of these crossings are
worthy of being placed on record. But,
like most records, one surpasses another
arrd the appeal to the reader becomes
academic. . .

Around the World in Wanderer 111 is
addressed to a much wider audience.
Although it puts into practice the edicts
of Mr, Hiscock’s earlier work Cruising
Under Sail its principal object is to
entertain. It is a travel book of the best
class, containing much useful informa-
tion for those who follow this particular

mode of travel, and also providing an

accurate picture of the places, people,
animals, fish and the weather that the
author encountered. This circumnaviga-
tion, then, has become a story—a well-
told story written by a yachtsman who
is a writer by profession and whose sub-
ject is the sea,

The voyage of Wanderer IIl was as
sensible an undertaking as some other
passages were reckless, Consider for a
moment Ben Carlin and his wife, who
crossed the Atlantic in a converted
amphibious jeep, or the Smith brothers
who made the crossing in the cockle-
shell Nova Espero, or Johnnie Cald-

HCERIC AND SUSAN HISCOCK: “Anyk
ocean passage can be made with o
l reasonable degree of comfort”

well who, at the start of his first trans-
Pacific voyage, knew nothing of ocean
cruising. But the Hiscocks, with years
of experience to guide them, had Wan-
derer III designed and built especially
for their circumnavigation; and with a
30-foot overzll length she was certainly
no stunt boat. Nor did they set out to
prove an academic point, as Humphrey
Barton did in Vertue XXXV when he
scorned the assistance of the trade
wiads. For the Hiscocks it was suffi-
cient to show that in a properly de-
signed and equipped yacht an ocean
passage can be made not only in safety,
but with pleasure and a reasonable de-
gree of comfort. For them the sea repre-
sents no more than a normal risk and
the gales are at least measurable within
the Beaufort Scale,

In reading the story of Wanderer III
New Zealanders will find that their
hospitality to the Hiscocks has been re-
paid by accurate reporting of what they
saw here. They were quick to notice
the beauty of our coastline, the import-
ance of our maritime connection, and
our anxiety to please and impress the
visitor “from Home.” Keen observation
is, in fact, the keynote of this book,
which could serve well as a model for
other writers of cruising tales. It is
doubtful, though, whether they could
achieve Mr. Hiscock's modesty or
charm,

A PEOPLE TRANSFORMED

NEW LIVES FOR OLD, Cultural Transforma-
tion—Manus, 1928.1953, by Margaret
Mead; Victor Gollancz, English price 25/-,
HE impact of the culture of one

people on that of another has been
throughout history the fuel which heats
the pot in which brews change and pro-
gress. In looking at sych acculturation
too often it is the material thing alone
we can see-—the bowler hat above the
kimino, the watch on the Eskimo wrist.

Yet it is in the mind that the cultural

pattern resides, the mind that tells one

man it is correct to wall up his aged
mother in an igloo to die, or another
that it is correct to get her Universal

Superannuation. This remarkable book

is written by one of the great students

of the mind and culture and iy the re-
sult of an extraordinary series of co-
incidences.

Margaret Mead, with the New Zea-
land anthropologist Dr. Reo Fortune,

N.Z. LISTENER, FJ;BRUARY 22, 1957.



