NEW RECORDINGS

The Year Begins Well

;\F’I‘ER two weeks of intensive live
“ " music and another two of almost no
music at all, perhaps any but the most
flaccid recording would sound well. Be
that as it may, only something out of
the top layers of the box could sound
as fresh and exciting as some of the
first discs fo cross my path.

Pride of place must go to Stravin-
sky's The Soldier's Tale, recorded com-
plete by Robert Helpman, Terence
Longdon, Anthony WNicholls and a cham-
ber enserhble conducted by John Pritch-
ard (H.M.V. ALP 1377), This, I think,
is the first recording that has the
libretto - attached to the music. The
words, suitably translated and excel-
lently narrated. give even greater con-
viction to the clarity of Stravinsky's
music-—music that is magical in its
thvthms and the sonorities the com-
puser obtains from his small group of
seven  instruments.’
The playing is im
the virtuoso class.
The recording is
fine. ’

In the same line
of playing and
recording is the
French Wind Quin-
tet's recital of Con-
temporary - French
Wind Music (Lon-
don OL 50122),
The programme in-
cludes the sprightly Three Short Preces
of Tbert, a set of variations by Jean-
Michel Damase of something the same
texture, some conventional but pleasant
enough variations by Henri Tomasi and
a Wind Quintet in C by Claude Arrieu
which takes us back to the light-hearted
clarity of Ibert. Altogether this recital
makes very pleasant listening indeed.

And then, treasure trove, there is
Dinu Lipatti playing the Chopin Sonata
No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 58, now issued
on a long-playing disc (Columbia 33CX
1337). This was recorded in 1947, three
years before Lipatti’s death. That we
can still enjoy today the exquisite
imagination of this rare pianist is
enough to make anyone grateful for the
gramophone and all that goes with it.
The reverse side carries a playing by
Lipatti of Sonata No. 3 in D Major by
Georges Enesco, one of Lipatti’'s god-
fathers—beautiful playing of music
which may grow on one.

With the recording of Bartok’s String
Quartets Noa. 5 and 6 (Columbia 33CX
1285), the Vegh String Quartet com-
pletes a series that makes a major con-
tribution to the recorded repertoire of
chamber music. This is music to learn
to know and to live with, The acquaint-
ance will come the quicker and more
complete perhaps if first meetings are
made with the miniature score in hand.
You will find, too, that the Vegh Quar-
tet measures up to the' vitality of Bar-
tok’s music. i

A new recording of the Fauré
Regquiem is somewhat disappointing.
The music is presented by the chorus of
La Radio-Télévision Frangaise and
L’Orchestre du ThéAtre des Champs-
Elysées, with soloists Francoise Ogeas
(soprano) and Bernard Demigny (bari-
tone), with organist J. Baudry-Godard
(London DTL 93083). Whether it is the
impress of conductor D. E, Inghelbrecht
or a little sluggishness in the singers
and players, I wouldn’t know, but
Fauré’s ethereal music comes out with
an unsubtle earthy quality that by ne
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means does the composer justice, The
second side is made up with three ad-
ditional choral pieces by Fauré—Can-
tique de Jean Racine, Madrigal and
Pavane. The recording is fairish only.

Nor can I work up much enthusiasm
for Ernest Ansermet and the L’Orchestre
de la Suisse Romande’s performance of
Manuel de Falla’s ballet E Amor Brujo
(Decca LX 3151). Marina de Gabarain's
singing of the mezzo-soprano solos is
likeable, but not so much as that of
Ana-Maria Iriate in the Columbia

version,
The Best of 1956

Choosing a record is like choosing a
wife; it must be one you can live with,
In fact, it is a more
delicate operation
than wiving, for
while marital rela-
tions may be ex-
pected to improve
with the years, the
insufficiencies of a
record are there for
the whole of its

know, there is no
more irritating
frustration than the
appalling inevitability of recorded errors.
And so one must take occasional stock
of the situation.

Of those discs that have come my
way in the past 'twelve months, here
are some whose companionship would
be more than tolerable over the years
~according to taste, of course.

There is the sheer delight of Mozart’s
11 Seraglio as presented by thé RIAS
Kammerchor, the RIAS Symphony
Orchestra and soloists conducted by
Ferenc  Fricsay (Deutsche DGM
18184/85). Along with this you can put
the Glyndebourne Marriage of Figaro
under the direction of Vittoria Gui, with
soloists Jurinac, Sciutti, Rise Stevens,
Hugues Cuenod and Bruscanti (H.M.V.
ALPS 1312/14). '

Among the symphonies there is the
“Eroica,” played by the Berlin Phil-
harmonic Orchestra under Paul van
Kempen (Philips ABL 3013) and, on
the contemporary side, Symphony No.
10 by Shostakovich by the Philhar-
monia Orchestra under Efrems Kurtz
(HM.V. ALP 1322). Orchestrally, to
these may be added Ravel’s Daphnis
and Chloe, played by L’Orchestre du
Thédtre des Champs-Elysées, conducted
by D. E. Ingihtlbrecht (London DTIL
93048), Stravinsky's Rite of Spring
(Mercury MG 50030), and Bartok’s
Concerto for Orchestra (Mercury MG
B0033). The last two are played by
the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra.

For choral music you might remem-
ber the Toscanini version of Verdi's Te
Deum (HM.V. ALP 1363), and the
Frankfurt St. Matthew Passion (London
OL 50113/16), and in the repertoire
of solo singing, Fischer-Dieskau’s Win-
terreise (H.M.V. ALPS 1298/99). There
has been a wealth of folk music, but
none more attractive than Musique
Populaire Roumaine (London TWBV
91107). Off the beaten track for an
especial beauty, Music of India (HM.V.
ALPC 2).

And that's enough to go on with,

respecially as, no doubt, you will have

your own favourites to add to these.
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In Auckland

there’s one place where
you can find and hear
—all your high fidelity
equipment needs. We
carry a complete stock
. . . COMe in, or write in
for a chat, a.look, a
listen,

Phone 40-683,

HOT
SORE -
FEET

Dr. Scholl’s Foot Powder gives daylong,
cooling comfort; prevents soreness, blisters,
Easy and convenient to use—just shake
freely into shoes or stockings. Helps pre~
vent athlete’s foot. 2/9 and 3/9 tin.
Chemists everywhere.

Dr. Scholl’s Shops:
HAM. 3a Col'wood St.  LR. HUTT 29! High Se.
HAST. 402 H'tounga St, BLEN. 4 George St.
NEW PLY. 52 Queen 5St,  NELSON 247 Hardy S¢,
WANQ. /92 Vic. Ave, CHGH. /23 Cashel St,

PALM. N. 136 B'dway. TIM. Cnr. Georga & Sophie
WETON. # Willis St. DUNEDIN 20 Moray Place

- Dr. Scholls

FOOT POWDER

Scholl Mfs. Ce. (N.Z)Lid., WillessowSt., Weton,

life. As you may.

Towards

Today, atomic research is
carried out even in the
upper reaches of the strato-
sphere. For their work,
scientists of a British uni-
versity needed a balloon to
lift their instruments to a
height of 18 miles. The
envelope had to be made
of material no thicker
than a hair, vet able to
withstand the ultra-violet
rays that would strike it,
and  temperatures  that
would rcach as low as
103°F.below freczing. What

the stars

they sought they found—
in  ‘Alkathene’, -IC.lL's
brand of polythene. The
same material is being
increasingly used—to come
down to earth~as a
packaging material for
foodstufls and other com-
modities in daily use.
‘Alkathene’ is also used to
insulate submarine and
television cables, to make
cold water plumbing pipes
and all manner of domes-
tic goods from lampshades
to washing-up bowls.

I.C.L's research and production are world-wide in
their scope, serving the peoples of many nations.
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