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BRINGS YOU
TWO SUCCESSES
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‘PAJAMA GAME

From "PAJAMA GAME" comes yst an-
other HIT RECORD. TWO TOP TUNES
sung by Johanie Ray on CORONET.
tisten to "HEY THERE" and “HERN-
ANDO'S HIDEAWAY', the sensationat
succasses from one of the most popular
of all Broadway shows.
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Record Department, Box 2097, Wellington.
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‘HEY THERE' on CORONET KP009
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. EXCITING
NEW TITLES! )

Direct by mail from:

SOUTH'S BOOK DEPOT LTD.

P.0. BOX 396, WELLINGTON

Simply mark your selected titles with an X,
fill in name panél below, and either enclose
zour remittance or have us charge you.
rompt attention to your order is assured.
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WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

“A History of the English-Speaking
Peoples,” Vol. 11 ‘The New Wgrsl;!.’
The secomd volume of this great
work covers the for reaching events
in Britain and abroad during two
turl?Léle'nt centuries. History come
to life!

JAMES THURBER
“Further Fables for Our Time.” 13/6
Forty-seven wise and witty fobles
for adults. Hustrated by the author,
STEPHEN POTTER

“Pofter on America.” - - 12/6

A delightful and amusing account.

of people and manners in America,
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Film Reviews, by Jno.

GUY’S AND DOLLS

THE FEMININE TOUCH
(Rank-Ealing) G Cert.

F youre planning a book on hospital

life—and, if you have the know-how,
2 more or less normal confinement or
appendectomy is good for five hundred
pages of chatty reminiscence any day
—there are two generally accepted
modes of approach. You can take the
high road of dedication and wvocation
along with George Sava, Morton (Not as
a Stranger) Thompson, ef al., or you
can barge cheerfully along the low road
with the authors of Doctor in the House,
One Pair of Feet, Softly, Softly Tourni-
quet, etc., etc. Either route. with any
luck, leads to the film studios, or at
the very least to the digests and another
carbolic soap opera.

The Feminine Touch—made with the
co-operation of Guy's Hospital and based
somewhat vaguely on A Lamp is Heavy,
by Sheila MacKay Russell-—seemed to
me undecided whether to go all out for
the mystique of nursing or the cheerier
and more basic comedy of bunions and
bedpans. If I suggest, therefore, that
the director (Pat Jackson) has fallen be-
tween two stools you will (I trust) see
what I mean. Of course I know that
life is a mixture of high aspirations and
low comedy, just as I know that all the
clichés of situation, behaviour and re-
sponse which turm up in this story
repeat themselves endlessly in the lives
of countless people. But clichés don’t
make good entertainment and to achieve
a lifelike mixture of comedy and drama
demands more skill in the blending, and
better integration, than has been
achieved here. 1 suspect, however, that
the casting department didn’t make Mr.
Jackson’s task any easier. There are one
or two quite good characterisations
among the minor players—and Delphi
Lawrence effectively suggests the tough-
ness that some nurses seem fo acquire.
But Miss Belinda Lee, the principal
player, never manages to look more than
a glamour girl. And Guy’s and dolls of
that sort just don’t mix at all.

IT'S GREAT TO BE YOUNG

(Associated British-Warners) G Cert.
DON'T know what educationists—
especially co-educationists — would

say about this picture (if indeed they

could be persuaded that it was worth

& pronouncement), but if I were view-

ing it in loco magistri, I'd be inclined to

regard it as subversive. A film which
shows secondary schooboys and school-
girls flouting or circumventing school
rules (and even staging a successful sit-
down strike) could be regarded as pre-
judicial to good order and scholastic dis-
cipline, however respectable the inten-
tions of the offenders—and as every
schoolmaster knows, good order is hard
enough to maintain anyway. It’s Great fo
be Young is, however, a comedy and teen-
agers will probably find it more a safety
valve for their enthusiasms than an in-

centive to direct action. All the same, I

was a little disappointed that a good

initial idea had not received bectter treat-
ment. ST
The trouble at Angel Fill Grammar

School begins when a new headmaster

(Cecil Parker) decides tuat too much

school time is being wested in orchestral

BAROMETER
MAINLY

FAIR:  “The
ouch.””
I MAINLY FAIR: “It's Great to be

Feminine

oung.”
MAINLY FAIR: “The Animal World.”

—

practices and orders them cut down to
a point which threatens the school’s
shances in the inter-school orchestral fes.
tival, This provokes near-rebellion and
when, as a result of further arguments
about new instruments, the popular Mr,
Dingle (John Mills) resigns, the children
stage a near-riot and strike to force his
reinstatement.

With a little more
restraint in its treat-
ment It's Great to
be Young might
have been quite a
good film. The value
of music in school
life, and as a mode
of self-expression, is
worth making a film
about, but this one
has been spoiled by
quite needless exaggerations of behaviour
(and for that matter of musical accomp-
lishment). But it has some pleasant pas-
sages and I enjoyed seeing John Mills
out of naval uniform—though in the
end it was Cecil Parker who won all
of my sympathy.

THE ANIMAL WORLD

(Windsor Productions) G Cert.
ANY film which has been “two billion

years in the making” (the plug for
The Animal World) deserves attention,
for what after all is an hour and a half.
in two billion years—even if they are
American-style billions? But, of course,
there's the rub! No amount of credit-
squeezing could leave room enough for
more than a hasty glance at one or two
of the great evolutionary epochs, and
in this film one is made rather conscious
of the gaps.

John Mills

The writer-producer-director is Irwin
Allen, whose screen version of Rachel
Carson’s The Sea Around Us won an
Academy Award a year or two ago, and
the present movie starts off in much the
same fashion as its predecessor—with the
primeval sea and the primitive organisms
first engendered in it. Or at least, some-
thing ‘like these first organisms. The
micro-photographic sequences in the film
are first-class and give one a pretty fair
notion of how vigorous——and ruthless—
the life-force is, but the producer is less
happy in his répresentation of the age
of reptiles, though I have no doubt at
all that the battles of the tyrranosaurus
and the triceratops will satisfy rhe most
lurid imaginings of the younger genera-
tion. Rather too much time has been
given to this section of the film, and while
the manipulation of the models (all walkie-
talkies too) is ingenious they remain models.
Once the dinosaurs have disappear=d the pace
of pre-history becomes a little dizzy. The age of
mammals has no sooner dawned than the
great ice age cuts the most fascinating of them
off and we find ourselves among the familiar
fauna of our time. And, with Disney and othery
slready vigorously tilling this corner of ‘the
vineyard they are familiar, Mr, Shaw does
avoid Disney'. sentimental attitudes (and, in~
general, his orchestration) but he can’t help
following a well-beaten trail. When he does
step aside (to show us the massacre of a zebra
by lionesses, for example) he can give us an
nuthz;ﬁc chitl,. but- that doesn’t happen often
enough.
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