Reith Lectures

THE ART OF
ENGLAND

"I"HE Reith Lectures, 1955, which will

have their first broadcast here, be-
ginning next week, were given by Niko-
laus Pevsuer, until recently Slade Pro-
fessor of Fine Art at Cambridge, and
now Head of the Department of History
of Art at Birkbeck College in the Uni-
versity of London.

Dr. Pevsner takes as his subject the
Englishness of English Art, and in his
first lecture, “The Geography of Art)”
asks what it is that all works of art
of one people have in common—at
whatever time in history they have been
made. “That means,” he says, “that my
subject is really national character as it
is expressed in terms of art,” and he
seeks to justify the question in the light
of two possible objections—whether it
is desirable to stress a national point of
view in appreciating works of art and
architecture; and whether there is such
a thing as a fixed or almost fixed national
character.

Introducing the series in the BBC
Radio Times he wrote: “Ultimately it
is, of course, personal genius that creates
worthwhile art or architecture, and
neither the abstraction of an age nor
the abstraction of a period. That is why
four out of my seven lectures carry the
names of great English artists in their
titles. Any national categories which we
may find can only be valid if they apply
to the great artists as well, and T hope
to be able to prove that Hogarth and
Reynolds, Blake and Constable, opposed
to one another as they are, are yet all
English in a sense permeating the art
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THE ART of William Blake, of which
this is an example, is the subject of
one of the 1955 Reith Lectures

and architecture of their and other
periods and also manifestations of the
English character in other fields.”

The other talks of the series are
titled: “Hogarth and Observed Life,”
“Reynalds and Detachment,” “Perpen-
dicular England,” “Blake and the Flam-
ing Line,” “Constable and the Pursuit of
Nature,” The Genius of the Place.”

The Reith Lectures, 1955, will start
from 1YC at 9.34 and 3YC at 9.30 p.m.
on Monday, October 29, and continue on
successive Mondays. The series will be
heard later from 2YC and 4YC.

Singer’s Success
Story

N a world where rapid leaps to fame

have ceased to be news, the success
story of the young “pop” singer Eddie
Fisher still makes interesting reading.
He was a success soon after he started
singing in public, but suddenly he was
more than that, he was the most popu-
lar singer in America. In 1949 he was
earning 30 dollars a week as a member
of the entertainment staff of a summer
hotel in the Catskills—five vears later
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he was heading his own television and
radio show, which was heard over 700
stations, and the sales of his recordings
had topped ‘the ten million mark.

Edwin Jack Fisher was born in Phila-
delphia in 1928. Singing in a synagogue
as a boy gave him some musical train-
ing, and he has said that he got his un-
sophisticated delivery from “helping
Dad hawk fruit and vegetables from a
truck when I was a kid.” He sang with
various bands and in night clubs, and
went through the usual ups and downs
at the start of his career, but the turn-
ing point really came when Eddie Can-
tor heard him sing in 1949, and pre-
dicted that within a year, Fisher would
be America’s most im-
portant new singer of
popular songs. In the
next two years he moved
into  the Paramount
Theatre as a headliner
at 1000 dollars a week
fee, and the bobby-soxers
had a new idol.

His marriage last year
with film star Debbie
Reynolds was widely
t publicised as the most

romantic match of the
year in the entertain-
ment world. Eddie Fisher
will be heard this Sun-
day, October 28, and on
the following Sunday at
9.0 p.m. from 1ZB (and
later from the other ZB
stetions, singing the 21
songs which have won
Academy Awards with
the background end the
mood of the times in
which the songs were
first heard.

"RECORD MONTHLY"

This magozine jists EVERY NEW RECORD
released from EVERY SOURCE in N.Z. each
month; other articles of interest, criti-
cisms, biographies, etc. Available from
bookshops, record dealers, Price 1
(Annual subscription 18/-)

RECORD PUBLISHING GO.

P.0, BOX 175, CHRISTCHURCH.

SCOOP!!
IT'S A GOAL!

FAMOUS
RADIO COMMENTATOR

WINSTON
McCARTHY

Gives you a Real Life
Souvenir of New Zealand’s
Big Rugby Year.

“HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 4 TESTS”

(AND THE N.Z. UNIVERSITIES’ GAME)
A 33143 R.P.M. Long Playing “PARLOPHONE" Record.

Hear Selected Excerpts Taken Direct from the “LIVE” Broadcast of the
4 Tests, and commented upon by Winston McCarthy. 40 Thrilling Minutes.

STAN DALLAS

WINSTON
MECARTHY

Hear the “Jones’ Try — Don Clarke’s Amazing Goal Kicking — Ron
Jarden in Action —~— It's on the Record for All Time.

AND HERE'S WHAT MAKES IT EVEN BETTER!!

EVERY RECORD PURCHASED FROM “THE LAMPHOUSE"”
WILL BE AUTOGRAPHED FOR YOU PERSONALLY BY
WINSTON McCARTHY.

Price Per Record

257-

Postage 1/9 Extra.

SEND ONE OVERSEAS

A copy of the Record suitably packed
and posted anywhere in the world,

ONLY 30 / -

What ¢ great gift for sports fans.

THE LAMPHOUSE 'snesssr
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