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ThelinktheycouldnotbreakWithallthestrengththatwasinthem,theytried.Everyweapontheyhad, TheLinesneverforgotthatNewZealanddependsonthemastheydepend
they used: aircraft;bombs;torpedoes;surfaceraiders mines -someofthem on New Zealand: In time of peace the need for organised shipping 18offNewZealanditself: Andsomesuccesstheyachieved;butneveroncedid essential:inwarthatneediSparamount;toNewZealandand to thewhole
theywhollybreakthe linkwhichjoinsNewZealandtotherestof theworld BritishComreonwealth ofNations
Always;someshipsgotthrough. AndSOtheCompaniesdecidedtorebuild then,whiletheWarstillraged.
This1Snottheplace andneither iS theretheneed) toextol themen who Thedecision Ter bothrareandcourageous howcouragcous isshownbv
sailedtheshipsoftheBritishMerchantNavyduringtheWar Butbehind the fact that at least one of the war-time launchings (themotor-shipthatepicofthesea,anotherdramawastakingplacein the boardroomsol Nottingham 8,532 tons never lived to enter a Vew Kealandport.ShetheCompanies;adramalessspectacular;butn0JessVital toNewZealand. wastorpedoedin theNorth Atlanticsevendaysoutonhermaiden vovage:
Taketheexperienceofone New Zealandcompany not becausctdiffers But theCompanieswerenotdeterred So farasrebuildingwaspossibleinfrom thatofothers,butratherbecauseitdoesmotdifler;thcstoryofon�1S thosestrenuousdavs;1twas continued. And althoughmore thanhalfthe
thestoryofall original fleetshad bcen lostbythetimetheWarended,asteadysuccession
BetweenAugustandDecember1940,theNewZealandShippingCompany ofne vessels wascoming from thcshipvards.
(anditsassociate, theFederalSteamNavigationCompany lostbvenemy Thecontinuanccof Vew Lealand$shippingservicewas thusassured.
actionsevenships,totalling78;862 tons almostone-fifthof its total fleet. But it Was not done withoutCost. The British GovernmentWar Risks
And,itwaspainfullyclear; thatwasnot to be theenc of thestorv_ Insurance Schememetpartof theprice -butonlv part:Upon theLines
What;then;oughttheCompaniestodo ThereWas;ofCoursc:theshipping individuallyfellthcresponsibilityofprovidingmillions inordertorestore
Spool? throughwhich vesselsbecameavailable from the MinistryofWar New Zealand $shippinglink to its formerstrength:That WaS thecostof
Transport;Butwhatof theirOWIIships: ShouldthevDuildthen andface keeping{aithWith New Zealand
theconsiderableriskoflosing themnoneythusinvested;O1"shouldtheywait? andwithyou:
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