
First Hearings in Jazz

EAST COAST
JAZZ SCENE

RECORDED from a concert given in
the Pythian Temple on November
7, 1955¢
First Playing: Station 2YD, November
1, 9.0 p.m.
A¥ "JAZZBO" COLLINS, prominentNew York Disc jockey, arranged
this concert, and as his taste in jazz is
for that which is free, easy and re-
laxed, that is what he presented.
East Coast jazz has always been con-
scious of its swinging beat, and though
it has progressed in recent years, just
as jazz has everywhere, this beat has
lent a spark of spontaneity to its work.
This is well brought out during the
concert, which I would be pleased to
have attended,
After an introduction by Collins, the
Larry Sonn Band takes the stand to
play two swinging ripp compositions by
Manny Albam, titled "Zanzy" and "Ida
Bridges Falling Down." Sonn is an em-
phatic Count Basie fan, and accordingly
his group, a fresh sounding and swing-
ing one, reflects the influence. There is
unusual orchestral voicing in these
items which spotlight Jimmy. Notting-
ham (trumpet) and Bobby Ascher
(trombone). :

The next three items, "Flying Down
to Rio," "The Things We Did Last Sum-
mer" and "Darn That Dream," are
played by the Gene Quill Quintet,
featuring Quill (alto), Sherman (trum-
pet), Gubin (drums), Thornton (piano),
and Jones (bass). Gene’s style is amaz-
ingly fleet; he’s a musician with a super-
abundance of ideas. The same holds
true ‘for Sherman, who, like Quill, is an
old Claude Thornhill sideman, and who
displays amazing control of his instru-
ment.
The rest of the programme features
three soloists backed by Hank Jones
(piano), Wendell Marshall (bass) and
Shadow Wilson (drums).
The first artist is Don Elliot, who
forgets about his ability as a player of
mellophone, trumpet, piano and guitar
and as a vocalist and concentrates on
his vibraphone, (Hence Collins’s remark
about Don "The Octopus" Elliot.) Don
gives us his impressions of four famous
vibraphonists, namely, Red Norvo, Milt
Jackson, Lionel Hampton and Terry
Gibbs, and they are brilliantly but
humorously performed. What a wonder-ful asset is Elliot to any jazz pro-
gramme!
Then comes the great Coleman Haw-
kins. First of all he takes us into one
of his quieter moments, demonstrating
how he would amuse himself in a
reminiscing mood. There is a wonder-
ful warm sound about his tenor, and
when he broke into an up tempo
arrangement of "TheMan I Love,"
‘backed by the rhythm section, I was
carried away. I could listen to -music
such as this all night,
Tony Fruscilla, a new trumpet star,
closed the programme with his arrange-
ment of a "Blues."
Introductions are left to Collins
throughout the show, and his witty com-
ments break the ice right from the start.
Coupled with the Randy Weston Trio
which follows at 9.43 p.m., and which

I review below, here is one hour of
jazz which should not be missed.

|

Randy Weston Trio
PERSONNEL: Weston (piano), Gill
(bass), and Hogan (drums).
Recorded: August 29 and 31, 1955.
First Playing: Station 2YD, November
1, 9.43 p.m, (approx.).
WAS extremely disappointed with
Randy Weston’s first long-playing
record, on which he played the music
of Cole Porter. His latest, however, from
which this session is chosen, reveals a
more mature pianist and one to whomI thoroughly enjoyed listening.
Named as the New Piano Star for
1955 by Down Beat, this six-foot-seven
musician is a member of the younger
New York school of jazz. Weston is a
lyrical pianist close to the style of
Thelonius Monk, one economical in
notes, searching for unusual chord for-
mations. Throughout he plays with a
firm beat, never failing to swing and
never forgetting that the piano is played
with two hands. His up tempo numbers
do not sound driven or pushed, his slow
tunes are not aimless wanderings. In
other words, Randy Weston is a com-
pletely relaxed musician, whose work is
most commendable and must therefore
receive wider recognition,
Listen to this programme carefully;
you, too, should enjoy it.

Tribute to Benny Goodman
(Jess Stacy and the Famous Sidemen).
PERSONNEL: Stacy (piano), Beau
(alto), Russin or Musso (tenor),
Elman (trumpet), Gentry or Koch
(baritone), Vesely or McEachern
(trombone), Reuss or Hendrickson
(guitar), Shapiro or Corb (bass),
Fatool (drums).
First Playing: Station 2YA, October 29,
10.0 p.m.
HE overwhelming drive that distin-
guished Goodman’s music from 1935
to 1939 was contributed first by the
rhythm section, and especially by Jess
Stacy. A curious mixture of elegance
and brashness, Stacy’s style coaxes that
big resonant sound from the piano, and
as it swings irresistibly along, it unfolds
sweet, simple and beautifully melodic
variations. It seems strange at first,
hearing this nine-piece outfit playing
the compositions made famous bya six-
teen-piece band, but the arrangements
by Heinie Beau carefully avoid the use
of a clarinet and showcase the talents
of Elman and Stacy especially.
One or two of the numbers are not
favourably suited to the smaller orches-
tration, although Beau attempts to keep
a big band sound about them, but on
the whole the album is a great success.I was extremely impressed with "Where
or When" and "Sometimes I’m Happy."
Stacy is a pianist who always uses
two hands when playing, and his de-
lightful work on the trio (Stacy,
Shapiro, Fatool) items emphasises this
point, My favourites here were "You
Turned the Tables" and "I Must Have
That Man."
Perhaps the greatest compliment I
can pay this programme is to say thatI enjoyed it so much I went out and
purchased the record. Ray Harris

PLANYOURAFFAIRSAND
REDUCE YOUR TAXES
By Ralph Hipkins and Es L Mulcock:
The book you can't afford not to buy.
From booksellers, Or send 10/ note
(money-back guarantee) , Ralph HipkinsLtd, Publishers, P.0 Box 423, Auckland

PLASTIC COAT TORN?
Plastine will mend It. Plastine mends all
PVC plastics,curtains,bags, inflatable toysIdeal for putting plastic linings in lunchcases, covering books, mending gardenhoses: Simple to use: 2/3 per tube Yourstore has it, or will order for you from
MENDA LTD. Box 734, Hamilton.

Andy THESURESHIELO
Hands are out 0f harm'$
vhen inside these

Plastic-coneed, iong-dife,fabric
gloves. They re proofed
againsewashingand chemical
agents.Water,oilandgrease-
proof:

These are the gloves You have heard aboue
Ladies' Knit Wrist;, 10/9 pr
Men's Knit Wrist, 11/6 prLadies' Gauntleb; 11/6 pr.Men'8 Gauntlet, 12/6pr_ From
Chemists & Hardware Stores4ndyPLASTIC GLOVES
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U-BULd-IT " KIT SETS
Quickly Send 6d stamp for 32-page illustrated build

POSTFREEand EASILY Catalogue containing over 100 KitASSEMBLED sets-_ Furniture, Nursery Furniture,
Toys_ Embroidery Tapestry, etc.
U-BUILD-IT KitSets come to you with all
necessary machined parts, hardware, etc:,
enabling anyone without previous experi-ence to assemble these articles.
PANELLED DROPSIDE Cot. Attractive, with manydesirable fearures, including panelled ends to ex-clude draughts easy moving dropsideslat bottom closely-spaced bars 72/6Measures3ft 6inX2ftX 3ft3inhighPrice

KAPOC MATTRESS, in qualityTickingto fit this cot: Price 54/-

END TABLE: A particularly
handykit set inquality tim-

IRONING BOARD (Folding) ber: Ideal for those favour- (LOsEDWith movable sleeve-board ite books and lamp shade
Widely spaced legs 3ft 4in Great asset to every home:
X 12in wide Measures 24in X TOin X 23

Price37/6 in high Stool STEPS: A comfortable
Price 36/6 kitchen stool and a handy pairof steps combined_ Easily

assembled in 30 minutes 25in
high Price 18/6

RoCkiNG HORSE. Strongdurable nside or outside ROUND' TABLE. Attractiveplay toy, swung on strong occasional tabie with extrametal hangers. Size 40in room on centre shelf and
long 40/ spacious top at a convenientPrice height Measures 20in dia-

meter, 22in 37/6high Price KIDNEY SHAPED DUChESS
"SeE-ALL" SEWING BOX, com- Practical use and appeal.plete with castors Very popular Economy and pleasure ofkit set Accuratemachining and assembly Three commodi-
drilling easily asseinbled in ous shelves hold ampleone pleasant evening Size I6in Draping not supplied_ 35in8in X 24in high_ 52/6 Iong, 30in high:Price 17in wide Price 62/6
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