
Highlights from "Boccaccio"
MELODIOUS operetta whose music
is gay and merry, and whose plot
is roguish and cemplicated, will be
heard on Saturday night in Theatre of
Music from all YAs, It is Franz von
Suppé’s Boccaccio, performed by solo-
ists and orchestra of the Vienna State
Opera, with the chorus of the Vienna
"Volksoper" conducted by Anton
Paulik. .Boccaccio was first performed
at the Carl Theatre in Vienna on Feb-
ruary 1, 1879. In it, von Suppé, who
was born in Dalmatia in 1820, collabor-
ated with Richard Genee, who worked
with Johann Strauss on Fledermaus. In
the collection of highlights from the
operetta heard in this recording, the
artists put aside more serious pursuits,
and caper prankishly in the great. light
opera tradition. The part of Boccaccio is
taken by Waldemar Kmentt, and that
of his lover, Fiametta, by Elisabeth;
Noon,
The scéne is Florence, the year 1331.
In the square before the Church of
Santa Maria Novella students and
townsfolk gather, happy to be living
in Florence on such a lovely day. How-
ever, a bookseller brings along his
wares, including the scandalous tales of
Giovanni Boccaccio, and the crowd be-
comes incensed at hig daring. Two
citizens decide to take action against
the irrepressible Boccaccio and the pre-
tence of a fight ensues. But in the
end everyone breaks into laughter, a
discussion upon love and fidelity en-
sues, and Boccaccio tells one of his
famed tales.

It is at this stage that Fiametta
appears, and as she and Peronella talk,
Boccaccio hides behind a fountain to
observe them, Later he accosts Fia

metta, and a charming flirtation in the
form of a duet follows. The men of
Florence swarm in, looking for Boccac
clo, and set fire to his books in the
middle of the square. But the students
and Boccaccio step forward, pledgingwar on stupidity. "Truth and Humour,"
they cry, "shall continue te live and

flourish; all that is cast
into flames shall, like
the Phoenix, rise from
the ashes!"
In the third act,
Boccaccio overcomes Fia-
metta’s reproaches when
she discovers that he is
not a student, but a
naughty writer, by pro-
mising to write only
romances in the future.
As the lovers are united,
Boccaccio declares "Wit,
humour and truth are
keen edged weapons, He
who makes use of them
is certain of victory!"

UN Documentary

THE role and the responsibility of theEconomic and Social Council of the
United Nations in the world today, is
discussed in a United Nations docu
mentary, The New Frontier, which will
be heard from YAs and 4YZ on Sun
day, October 7, at 9.30 a.m. It is sug
gested that while opportunities for ex
tending the geographic frontiers of
civilisation are now somewhat limited,
every attempt to face and overcome
the obstacles to human happiness and
well being is an expedition into difficult
and unfamiliar territory. The narrator,
the well-known film actor Edward G.
Robinson (above) introduces a number
of people who are qualified to outline
the structure of ECOSOC, the work it
has done, and the results gained.
ECOSOC (it is said) can continue at
the heart of the international response
to the age of the atom.
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