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IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR YOU haltes and his Orch.

HR 10222 THE BALLAD OF DAVY CROCKETT Max Bygraves with Children’s
A GOOD IDEA-SON - * § Chorus & Orch. cond. Frank Cordell
HR 10250 AIN'T SHE SWEET - - - -
JOSEPHINE N N ; . . Del Wood (piano)
HR 10253 ROCK AROUND THE ISLAND - Don Lang with Vocal Group,
JUMPIN’ TOG CONCLUSIONS - Orch. cond, Michael Adams P
HR 10255 LASSIE - - . - - -
THE H.L.L - - - . - - and hiz Band
HR 10264 DUNGAREE DOLL - Eddie Fisher with Hugo Winter-

}
}
}
} Robert Wilson with Jimmy Shand
}
5
}
}

HR 10269 HEARTBREAK MOTEL - - .
I WAS THE ONE - N . Elvis Presley
HR 10277 JUKE BOX BABY ,
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS . . § Pery Como
HR 10282 HOT DIGGITY -
GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN § Ferry Como
DECCA
F 10647 ROCK ISLAND LINE - . - - Lonpie Donegan amd his Skiffle
JOHN HENRY - - - « roup
F 10681 THE POOR PEOPLE OF PARIS-  « .
PIANO TUNER’S BOOGIE - } Winifred Atwell
\
PARLOPHONE
NzP 18 PLANTING RICE . . . .«
YESTERDAYB - =« « = } The Ink Spots
NzP 20 TENNESSER ROCK AND ROLL - } Bovd
00-00 . oyd Bennett
NZP 39 CHAPERON e e e e ,
BO WEEVIL .. T e e } Bonnip Lou
NZP 42 IT'S ALMOST TOMORROW - - Ev"' Boswsll with Reg Owen
COOKIE - - . Orchestra
LONDON
NZL 103 THE GREAT PRETENDER - e
HIS GOLD WILL MELT - =« = } Jackie Riggs
NZL111 BLUE SUEDE SHOES -
HONEY DON'T oo . } Carl Perkina
NZL 120 JVORY TOWER -
1 AIN'T GONNA WORRY « « -« } Gale Storra
CAPITOL
8301 T‘g}f&“&%%”?‘” oo } Les Payl and Mury Ford
3343 THATS ALL

BRIGHT LIGHTS & BLONDE-HAIRED womm } Tennesses Ernie Ford

11th HOUR MELQODY

THE CHARMING MADAMO'(SELLE ..
TOO YQUNG TO 00 BTEADY .
NEVER LET ME G

Ld
HEARTBREAK HOTEL . - -
ROCK ISLAND LINE - - -

8349 } Lou Busch

3390 } Nat “King” Cole with the Music

of Nelson Riddle

Stan Freberg and his Soiffle
Group

3480

These Records are available ot your nearest H.M.V. Dealer.

Ask your H.M.V. Dealer for the latest L.P. ond Popular
Record Lists.

“HIS MASTER'S VOICE” (N.Z.) LTD.,
Box 296, Wellington; Box 1931, Aucklend;
Box 708, Christchurch, I8 MASTTR Yot
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Nina Ponomareva’s Hats

HE case of Nina Ponomareva

and her five hats caused some

amusement in Fleet Street,
where sub-editors toyed with such
headings as “the slipped discus
thrower.” In New York it
prompted an editorial writer to
reflect on the power of “the eternal
feminine” to survive indoctrina-
tion. At higher levels there was
speculation on a possible rupture
of Anglo-Soviet relations. But the
most sensible comment was simply
that this was the silliest row in
the history of diplomacy. There
may have been more fantastic
incidents, for history 1is much
affected by the trivial, even
though historians do not always
notice it; but it is doubtful if any
similar case has been handled so
badly.

The discus thrower may have
taken the hats, or she may have
imagined that she was buying
them. It seems to have been estab-
lished that Nina Ponomareva
spoke no English, and that the
shop detective who detained her
spoke no Russian, The possibilities
of misunderstanding were obvious.
Once the matter was in the hands
of the police the facts could only
be sifted in Court; but by then the
Russians were affronted, their
team had been withdrawn from
the Anglo-Soviet athletic meet-
ing, Nina had been hurried out
of sight, and Whitehall was in 2
state of agitation. The hats were
worth about thirty shillings. .

The processes of English law

are superbly detached; we have

all been taught to respect them,
and to see in their strict impar-
tiality the assurance of justice. But
the Government has power to
intervene when diplomatic issues
are raised, and experience has
shown that where foreign suscepti-
bilities are concerned the interven-
tion should be prompt and de-
cisive. Official spokesmen were
said in the cabled reports to have
explained that the Government
had no power to have the charges
of shoplifting withdrawn, Yet two

days later another spokesman was
saying that “it was possible for the
office (of Public Prosecutions) to
drop the charges.” Why this was
not done before the affair was
making a noise throughout the
world, it is difficult to imagine.

If an Englishman abroad, mind-
ing his own or other people’s busi-
ness, is arrested and imprisoned
without trial, a great cry goes up
about the affront to freedom and
human dignity. It is to be hoped
that some day these things will
not happen, and that principles
under which the law is adminis-
tered in democratic countries will
be universally accepted. In the
meantime, however, it is necessary
to remember that the English legal
system is inscrutable to citizens
who live under a system entirely
different, Nina Ponomareva and
her team-mates could not be asked
to understand police and court-
room procedures which are as im-
placable in pursuit of the small
offender as in seizing and punish-
ing the dangerous criminal. For
them the charge was either a mis-
take or an insult, and if it were
a mistake they would expect it to
be put right as tactfully as pos-
sible. If an offence had been com-
mitted, justice could have been
done without commotion. A team
of athletes goes out from Russia
as an official party, or at least
under official patronage and super-
vision; and although it is not en-
titled to diplomatic immunity, a
mistake or an offence by any
member of the group could be
corrected by internal action and
discipline. Whatever happens, the
results of this affair can only be
unhappy. Small irritations are
often harder to bear than large
strains, and they grow by accre-
tion into prejudices which become
obstacles to agreement. A little
more tact, based on an ability to
imagine that our own ways of

_doing things are not necessarily

explicable or acceptable to the
rest of mankind, would sometimes
bhe more useful than a whole series
of international conferences.
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