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The linktheycouldnot break
WithallthestrengththatWasinthem,theytriedEveryweapon thevhad, TheLinesneverforgotthat VewZealanddependson themastheydepend
thcyused aircralt.bombs,torpedoes;surfaceraiders.mines someofthem on New Zealand: In timeof peace the need for organised shipping iSoffNewZealanditself: Andsomesuccesstheyachieved:butneveroncedid essential: inwar thatneediSparamount;toNewKealandandto thcwhole
theywhollybreakthelinkwhich joinsNewZealandtotherestoftheworld BritishCommonwealth of Vations
Always;some shipsgotthrough. And SotheCompaniesdecidedt0rebuild then.whiletheWarstillraged.
ThisSnot theplace andneither iS therethe need) toextol themenwho Thedecisionwas both rareandcouragcous how courageous iSshownby
sailedtheshipsoftheBritishMerchantNavyduringtheWVar: Butbehind the fact that at Jeast onc of the war-time launchings the motor-shipthatepicofthesea anotherdramawastakingplacein theboardroomsof Vottingham 8.532 tons nerer lived to enter a New Zealandport She
theCompanies,adrama lessspectacular;butn0 lessVitalt0New"Lealand wastorpedoed inl theVorth Atlanticsevendaysoutonhermaidenvoyage
Taketheexperienceofone New Lealand company not becauseitdiflers But teCompaniesWercnotdeterred. SofarasrebuildingWaspossiblein
from thatofothers;butratherbecauseitdocstdifler;thcstoryofone1S thosestrenuousdays;itWascontinued And althoughmore than halfthe
thestoryofall originalfleetshadbeenlostbv thetimetheWarended.asteadysuccesson
BetweenAugustandDecember1040,theNewZealandShippingCompany ofnew vesselsTascoming from theshipyards
(anditsassociate, theFederalSteamNavigationCompany lostbvenemy ThecontinuanceolVew Lealand $shippingservice was thusassured.
actionsevenships;totalling78,862tons almostone-fifthofits total flect. But itwas not done without cost TheBritish Government War Risks
And; itwaspainfullyclear; thatwasnot t0 be the end of thestorv Insurance Schememetpartof thcprice butonlv part Uponthe Lincs
What.then;oughttheCompaniestodo?ThereWas:ofcourse theshipping individuallyfelltheresponsibilityofprovidingmillions in order [0restorc
'pool'throughwhichvessels became available from theMinistryofWar Ncw Zealand $shippinglink t0 its formerstrength. Thatwas thic costof
Transport:Butwhatoftheirowships?Shouldtheybuildthen and face keeping faithwithVew Lealand
theconsiderable riskoflosing themonev thusinvested;orshouldtheywait? andwithyuu:
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