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| The link they could not break

With all the strength that was in them. they tried, Lvery weapon they had,
they used: aireralt, hombs, torpedoes, surface raiders Ssomie of them
off New Zealand itselll And some suecess they achieved: hut never once did
they wholly hreak the link which joins New Zeatand to the restof the wordd,
Alwavs, some ships got through,

This is not the place ‘and neither is there the need™ to extol the men who
sailed the ships of the Britishe Merchant Navy during the War, But hehind
that epic of the sea another drama was 1aking place in the hoardrooms of
the Companies, a drania less spectacular, but no less vital (o New Zealand.
Take the expericnce ol one New Zealand company, not becanse it differs
from that of athiers, but rather because it does wof dilfers the story of one is
the storv of all ... .

Between August and December 10 (o, the New Zealand Shipping Company
(and its associate, the Federal Steam Navigation Company - lest by enemy
action seven ships, totalling s5.4862 tons  almost one-Nifth of it wotal Heet.
And, it was painfully clear. that was not to be the end ol 1he story,
“What, then, ought the Companies to do? There was, of course, the shipping
‘pool’ through which vessels became available from the Minisuory ol War
Transport. But what of their own ships? Should they build then- - and face
the considerable risk of losing the money thus invested; or should they svait?
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Issued in the interests of. mutual understanding by

NEW ZEALAND

The Lines never loveot that New Zealand depends on them as they depend
on New Zealand.
essentiil: inwar that need s parimounnt, to New Ze

[n time of peace the need for orcantsed <hipping is
Land 1o the whaule

Aritish Commonwealth of Nations,

And sohe Companies decided o rebuild abiens while the War still raged.

The decision was both rare and courageous how conrageons s shown by
the fact that at deast one ol the war-time launchings the motor-ship
H.332 tons: never Hved 1o cnter a New Zealand port. She

wirs torpedoed in the North Ailantic seven davs out on her maiden vovage,

‘Notineham',

But the Campanies were not deterved, So faras rebatdding was possible in
those sirenuous davs, it was coitinued. And. althongh more than halt the
original fleets had bheen Tost hy the time the War ended, a steady succession
of new vessels was coming (rom the shipyards,

The continuance of New Zealund's shipping service was thus assured,
But it was not done without cost, "The Briush Government War Risks
Insuranee Scheme met part of the price - but only part.
individuallyv fell the responsibilite of providing milhons in order (o restore
New Zealand's shipping ink o its former strength, That was the cost of
keeping faith with New Zealand ..

and with you,
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