
ARTHUR BLISS
FESTIVAL

N opportunity to hear a wide selec-
tion of works by Sir Arthur Bliss,
many of which have not been performed
before in New Zealand, will be given
by a Festival of his works to be held
in Christchurch. A general introduction
to the composer will be given in a
BBC interview by Stephen Black (YCs,
Wednesday, September 19, 7.30), and
the Festival itself starts with perform-
ances of his Music for Strings (1936)
and his gentle Pastorale (1929), a set-
ting of pastoral poems for voice, flute,

strings and drum,
both works being
played as the first
half of a National
Orchestra subscrip-
tion concert (YCs,
September 20, 8.0).
The next day mem-
bers of the Orches-
tra, and other solo-
ists, with James
Robertson at the
piano, will give an
afterncon chamber

music concert at the University (delayed
broadcast, YCs, Sunday, September
23, 7.0).
Dr. Vernon Griffiths, Professor of
Music at Canterbury College, who in-
itiated these festivals of music by Eng-
lish composers a few years ago, here
introduces this year’s composer:
"Bliss exemplifies the spirit of that
generation of Britain’s youth whose
energy, impetuous for a new life, was
diverted for a time by the 1914-18 war
in which so many, like Butterworth,
went to their death: the men he com-
memorated later in Morning Heroes.
"He fought with them. He survived;
and "Rout" has the joyous exuberance of
Armistice Day. The cause of contemp-
orary music, including that by British
composers, owes much to him. Certainly
his own music should be heard for its
vitality and for the example it sets of
craftsmanship in the expression of musi-
cal ideas."
In the chamber music concert the
clarinet quintet, reputed to stand be-
side those of Mozart and Brahms, and
the viola sonata, which demands great
virtuosity, will be the main works.
Interspersed with these are "Madam
Noy" and "Rout," for small combina-
tions of wind and strings, and "Seven
American Poems." Marked "Allegro fan-
tastico," "Madam Noy" tells how
Old Madam Noy hath stolen forth
To the church on the sands nigh
Perrinporth .. .
When she’s sure that she’s quite alone,
She grubs in the sand ’til she finds
a bone,

_ In "Rout" the listener must imagine
someone watching a carnival from an
open window. Borne on the wind come
snatches of song and revelry. "Iacca daRemino" sings the voice, "Stun stan
stun." ;

peer

BBC photo
Sir Arthur Bliss

PLASTIC COAT TORN?
Plastine will mend It Plastine mends all
pvc plastics, curtains,bags, inflatable toysIdeal for putting plastic linings in Iunch
cases; covering books, mending garden
hoses: Simple to use 2/3 per tube: Your
store has it or will order for you from
MENDA LTD3 Box 734, Hamilton:
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Gives 3 TIMES more initial cover than ordinary life assurance
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Policyfor say,E1,500,a claimwouldbringyour thislifetimeofsecurityforyourlovedones full:wife thefollowingbenefitsX1 Accrued bonuses estdetailsgladlygivenwithout
paid immediately-_tolookafterimmediateneeds. any obligation on your part.
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