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“Well, that is not very many in the
history of man. The Queen Elizabeth
would hold them all.”

“You don't know how many it is.
Nobody does. But even if you were
right it is too many to scoff at.”

“When did I do that?”

“You are always doing it. You laugh
at everything that is sacred.”

“Would you be more definite. Name
something sacred that I scoff at.”

“Religion.”

“Religion is a big word. Which one
do you mean?”

“There is only one.”

“l think there are hundreds., But if:
we consider only your religion——"

“There you go at once. Scoffing at
Christianity.”

“T think you had better try again.
Or let me finish what I started to say.”

“I don't want you to finish, There
was mockery in your voice. You were
sneering at my faith”

“Do you sneer when you name Mo-
hammedans; or Buddhists; or followers
of Confucius or Zoroaster?”

“Those are dead religions. This is the
Christian era.”

“How many Christians in two thou-
sand vears? What percentage of man-
kind?"

I did not wait for the answer. Neither
did Elsie, who suddenly staggered,
swayed, and fell on her chest with her
legs spread on either side.
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IXTY years ago no one swam in Lake |

Wakatipu. It was so cold that to
dive into it was to be seized by cramp
and drowned. So everybody -believed.
Then an intelligent schoolmaster went
down to the lake with a thermometer
and proved that the average temperature
through an average summer was very
little below the tem-

AUGUST 18 perature of the sea at

St. Clair.- After that
visitors began to swim, local residents
joined them, and cramp and sudden
death disappeared. Now girls seeking
fame as swimmers try the journey from
side to side, and one day no doubt
will try from end to end.

But I find it more difficult than it
used to be to surrender to the ther-
mometer. When it says frost I can still
shiver, but I can't warm up by noticing
that the mercury is rising. The hypnotist
is losing power, the patient belief. But
I can, 1 find, warm faster than the air
if I meet another unbeliever. If my
feelings or readings are questioned or
denied; if someone says it is cold when
I know it is two degrees warmer than
it was at the same time yesterday; if
I say before I see the figure that there
has been a record frest and some nark
answers, “Oh, I don’t know: I think it
was colder yesterday,” and then calmly
goes to the thermometer; when any-
thing like that happens heat can rise
rapidly to the very crown of my head.]
It was not so when the test of a frost
was the weight of a draught horse on
a rutted road.

(To be continued)

A Personal Science

PSYCHOLOGY is the most personal

of the sciences. All other sciences, in
greater or less degree, try to classify
our experience of the world and estab-
lish causal relations between separate
events — whereas Psychology looks in-
ward at the mind and heart of man,
that jungle within, which I, as a poet,
am hopelessly in love with.—James K.
Baxter, in an NZBS§ talk on “Psychology

and the Arts.”
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From Gas to Glycerine

tained from the treatment of fats

Glycerine is known to everyone as a
cure for chapped hands and also as

an ecssential base material in many

industries. It is used, for instance,

in pharmaceutical and cosmetic pro-
ducts, in printing ink, transparent
paper, as a retarding liquid, and

even by confectioners, to mention

only a few examples.

Until 1948, the yvear in which the.

the first plant for manufacturing
synthetic glycerine was inaugurated
by the Shell Chemical Corporation
at Houston, Texas, glycerine was

only available as a by-prdduct ob-

and oils in the manufacture of soap.

The quantity available was thesefore
dependent on the amount of fats
processed to make soap. Demand
overtook supply and there was a
world shortage of glycerine. The
situation became worse with the
outbreak of war. The shortage of
fats for soap-making became acute

and in turn led to a drastic shortage

of glycerine. The petroleum industry

came to the rescue in two ways.
First, by producing synthetic de-

tergents for washing. And secondly,

by producing synthetic glycetine.:
It was therefore a triumph, a scienti-
fic victory as important economically
as the discovery of the process for
binding nitrogen, for the research
scientists of the Shell group of oil
companies when, after years of effort,
they succeeded in making glycerine
from other basic materials than fats

or oil.

"From what? From cracked gas

obtained during the refining process,
chlorine and caustic soda. Thus,
after exhaustive reseach work im
Shell’s laboratories, it is now pose
sible to manufactyre the valuable base
material glycerine, from petroleum,
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