Wanganui
as it Was

LOT of people, hearing the name

Wanganui, have an image of the
famous river, but the town is also
notable -— especially historically —as a
garrison town in the early days of
settlement. In a series of programmes
currently being broadcast at 7.0 p.m.
each Monday from Station 2XA, M. ]J.
G. Smart, Director of the Wanganui
Museum, tells the story of the Wanga-
nui area from the mid-fourteenth cen-
tury up to the year 1900.

The sale of the Wanganui Block to
the New Zealand Company took place
in 1840, and early in 1841 the first
permanent settlers arrived. The settle-
ment was then called Petre, after Lord
Petre, of the New Zealand Company,
but in 1844 the name

THIS view of Wanganui, taken from Durie Hili in 1872, shows the barque *

page was taken from Durie Hill this yeor

LMquy, first vessel to come direct from England. The picture ot the foot of the l

this encouraged his son to do the same.
This interest has made the programme
Early Wanganui possible.

The older of the two photographs
shown on this page, gives an indication
of what Wanganui was like when the
Smart’s arrived. It is a year after the
bridge was opened, and the barque
Malay is tied up at the jetty. She was
the first sailing vessel to come direct
from England to Wanganui. Three
churches can be seen on the right-hand
side of Victoria Avenue (ending at the
bridge)~—the first is the English Chureh,
now St. Peter’s, Gonville, to which site
it was removed some thirty years ago.
The next is St. Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church, which still stands on the same
site just above Maria Place, and the
last was the Presbyterian Church, which
gave way to business premises and was
replaced by the new church in Guyton
Street. The sand hills of the 1872 photo-
graph have been transformed into the

was changed to Wanga-
nui. The early days of
settlement were roade
difficult by Maori dis-
pute to the titles of
some of the land. Event-
ually, in 1847, an acci-
dental gun shot precipi-
tated open  warfare,
which raged for some
months. Seventeen years
later, during the Hau-
hau uprisings, Wanganui
became once more a
garrison town, and re-
mained so until peace
came in 1871.

It was in these first
years of peace that Mr.
Smart’s family came to
Wanganui  from  the
South  Island, where
they had lived for about
ten years. Mr. Smart,
senior, was interested in
keeping books and re-
cords of Wanganui, and
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Cook’s Gardens of the 1956 shot. Both
photographs were taken from Durie Hill,
looking across the river to the city, and
afford an interesting comparison.

The series will include stories of tani-
wha and ngarara, including the Wanga-
nui River’s famous Tutaeporoporo; of
some Maori chiefs of the Wanganui
River; redoubts and block houses; the
Wanganui Gold Rush; the Battle of
Moutoa Island; and Bully Hayes and
Jock McGregor. The history of street
and place names will also be given, and
the history of Wanganui’s churches.

Mr. Smart started his working life
as a clerk in a law office, but after he
returned from service in the First World
War he went farming up the Wanganui
River, and thence to Westmere, where
he farmed for thirty years. He has been
Honorary Conchologist of the Wanganui
Museum for over ten years, and Direc-
tor for the past five.

NEW
POPULAR
SONG ALBUMS

NICHOLSONS HIT PARADE, No. 17,
(cont. Sixteen Tons, Smoke, Smoke, Smoke,
Deck of Cards, etc.,) . . . -
BOOSEY & HAWKES RADIO SONG i
A:LBUM: (Cont. Softly, Softly, Caravan, [
Smoke Rings, etc.) withwords. . . . 4/= [
DAVY CROCKETT SONG BOOK. (Cont.
Ballad of Davy Crockert, Old Betsy, etc.)
with words and music. . .. (]
MEET JEROME KERN AT THE PIANO,
{Cont. Old Men River, Who, Smoke gets in
your Eyes.) 12 simple piano arrangements, 4/6
BING CROSBY’S 20TH MUSICAL
ANNIVERSARY ALBUM. (Cont. Love
in Bloom, Just one more Chance, etc.)
Words and Music. . . . 3/6
CHAPPELL SONG & DANCE ALBUM.
No. 49. (Cont. Cherry Pink, That’s all I
want from you, How Important can it be,
etc.) . . . 4f-
SONGS TO REMEMBER., No. 1. {(Cont.
Moontight Bay, I’'m Walking Behind You,
San Francisco, etc.) . . . 4l-
SING WITH SINATRA. (Cont. Lover,
Birth of the Blues, Dream, etc.) Words and
Music. . B . 4/6
IRVING BERLIN’S SONG ALBUM
(Comt, Doin” What Comes Naturally, Cheek
to Cheek, We saw the Sea,etc.) . . 4/6
ALBERT’S FAVOURITE SONGS. No. |
12. (Cont, Auf Wiedesehn, Abadaba Honey- |
moon, etc.) . . . 3/- i
ALBERT’S MODERN WALTZES No. 10.

(Cont. Hi Lili, Hi Lo, Agnes Waltz, etc.} 3/~

BEGGS

CHARLES BEGG & CO,, LTD.
Auckiand, Wellington. Christchurch, Dunedin,
Whangarei, Hamiiton, Palmerston North,
Nelsen, Timaru, Oamaru, Invercargill.

PLASTIC COAT TORN?

Plastine witl mend I1t. Plastine mends all
pvc plastics, curtains, bags, inflatable toys.
Ideal for putting plastic linings in lunch
cases, covering books, mending garden
hoses. Simple tc use. 2/3 per tube. Your
store has it or will order for you from
MENDA LTD. Box 734. Hamilton.

New radio sensation!

e Perfect
reception
without an aerial!

No need to erect cumbersome,
unsightly aerials for better radio
reception. [Installation of the
‘Captain’ Aerial Unit takes only
2 minute—immediately improves
reception and tone, gives wider
range, reduces static, electrical
and power line noises. Full in-
struction with every unit— easily
attached to any radio,

Amazingly priced at only 12/6.

Available from: Farmers’ Trading Co.,’
Auckland; Fear's Radio Ltd., Welling-
ton; Craven’s Radio Ltd., Lower Hutt;
Fairclough’s Radio Ltd., Napier,

Or from the distributors:es
Safety Protectars, Box 152, Petons.




