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BEAUTIFUL KAWAU ISLAND: The recently modernised Historic Mansion House
Hotel; In its picturesque, natural setting, offers everything for a perfect holidayIt's marvellous almost sub-tropical 10 degrees warmer than Auckland;makes it the ideal: place Tor winterelimotedaying. Superior meals cosy comfort;entertainment; tennis; swimming, fishing, boating, hiking, billiards, table tennis;and all other indoor games_Book early NOW for winter holidays. Easy access_ Daily bus and ferry, or privatecar meets Warkworth Sandspit.Write,wire or Tel: 6m,Mansion House, Kawau Island Auckland Representative,MrD:Green,Tel:44-003,at yourservice en route. Descriptivepamphlet sent on request
Send this toMANSION HOUSE, KAWAU ISLAND
Please send me full details and illustrated brochure about holidays at Kawau:NAME
ADDRESS
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THE FAR SOUTH
(GAZING from the windows of our
workplace these first bright days of
early spring, we begin to think of sum-
mer soon upon us and holiday time once
more. A few short months to go, and alot of planning to be done and decisions
to be made. Experience has shown that
holidays do need some planning.
Surely the ideal (we think) is to put
Mother in the car, and with Jack and
Jill safely tucked in the back seat, point
the car away and vanish into the blue?
The ideal, perhaps, but before we can
approach it there are questions to be
asked and answered, What lies in the
blue? What are the roads like? Where
can one stay? Where are we going, any-
way-and why?
In a series of eight articles, one every
fortnight, The Listener will try to
answer some of these questions. We can-
not hope to cover the approximate
104,000 square miles of country that is
New Zealand, or for that matter say
much about the places that are men-
tioned; but we will try to suggest alter-
natives to the commonplaces of tourist
travel where we can-something about
the roads, motels, motor camps and
other prospects of accommodation. After
all, do we not all repress during the
year the desire to tell people where to
go? Not suffering from this repression,
The Listener’s first suggestion is theFar South-Otago, Southland, Stewart
Island.
Rakiura-"Isle of the Setting Sun"-
or Stewart Island as it is prosaically
known today, is two hours by sea from
Bluff, or half an hour from Invercargill
by air. At Oban, the main township, in
Half-Moon Bay, there are several guest
houses, and from the Bay tracks radiate
to many places of interest. Launches
are available for hire or for scheduled
cruises, and camping is popular in this,
one of the country’s leading summer re-
sorts. Stewart Island, in Maori legend
the anchor of Maui’s canoe, was visited
by Frank Bullen (Cruise of the Cacha-.
Jot) last century in the whaling ship
Splendid. In those days Port William
and Port Pegasus were thriving whaling
ports-now the island’s picturesque past
finds echoes in its place names: Port Ad-~
venture, Cannibal Bay, Fright Cove,
Glory Bay-and another, anticipating the
popular song-Chew-Tobacco Bay.

From Bluff we go seventeen miles
northwards to Invercargill, our southern
starting point for the lakes. Invercargillis notable in many ways, but especiallynotable to the less-privileged for its
broad streets and licensing trust. Keen
fishermen can turn off here and go west
through the popular marine resort of
Riverton to Tuatapere and the lower
reaches of the Waiau. It is just over
a hundred miles from Invercargill to Te
Anau, our route taking us throughLumsden and Mossburn. If we turn offat Flaxy Creek Junction and go by wayof Lake Manapouri we add anotherfourteen miles to this total. But. itwould be well worth it. Malcolm Ross,Pioneer explorer and mountaineer, heldthat Manapouri is the most beautiful ofall New Zealand lakes, and this view isechoed by many travellers when theysee the lake with its green islands
spotted red with the summer floweringof the rata. There is a hotel, a lodge,and camping facilities are available onthe left bank of the Waiau. A launch
makes twice-daily trips on the lake,
At Te Anau there is the GovernmentTourist hotel, a guesthouse, and camp-ing facilities. Launches and amphibiousaircraft are available for trips in thearea. Te Anau is the starting point forthe Milford Track-"the finest walk inthe world"-as the English Spectatortitled Miss B. E. Baughan’s early ac-count of a walk over the track, For the
fishermen, the lake holds . Atlantic
salmon, brown and rainbow trout, butthe Te Anau fish have a reputation for
shrewdness,
From Lumsden to Te Anau we have
been on gravel roads, and going to Mil-ford the surface is the same. The occa-
sional visitor who criticises these moun-tain highways could well spare a thoughtto the difficulties of having a road at
all, and think sometimes of the men who
worked for eight or ten shillings a dayto build it, and of those who died byflood or avalanche.
At various places on the road’ toMilford are camping sites, and at the
Sound itself the new Government Tour-
ist hotel and the A.A, hostel. The rain-
fall for this area is one of the highestin the Dominion, and many visitors are
fated to be disappointed in the weather
they encounter. However, bad weather
has its consolation, for during and after
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