
OBSERVER AT LARGE
(COMMITTED to spending "not lessthan one year’ touring the British
Commonwealth, Michael Stephens, a
BBC Talks Producet, was bearing the
sentence with remarkable cheerfulness
when he called to see The Listener to-
wards the end of the New Zealand leg
‘of the journey. All the same, this year
of travel was turning out the most ex-
‘hausting and exacting, mentally and
physically, he had ever known, he told
us. "In 55 or 56 weeks I shall have
visited almost as many different places.
Sometimes 1 a fortnight in one
place, sometimps as little as two days."
Mr. Stephens joined the BBC just
six years ago after reading history at

Cambridge and, before that, spending
four years as an R.A.F. navigator. His
specific job is with the Third Pro-
gramme, where he looks after history,
political science and Commonwealth
affairs in particular, but has also been
concerned with such subjects as an-
thropology and archaeology. His present
trip arises from a suggestion he made
just before the Coronation that a sefies
of programmes on Commonwealth points
of view could be done propertly only by
making a trip around the Common-
wealth. The project was shelved then,
and the aim of the trip Mr. Stephens
is making now is not to find an indi-
vidual in each ‘country to contribute atalk to a series, but "to get my own
impressions of what the Commonwealth
looks like from within each of the mem-
ber countries, and to make contact with
a wide number of people interested in
Commonwealth affairs." Back home, Mr.
Stephens will write a report, and he
hopes that out of it will come new
schemes for programmes on Common-
wealth affairs. The Imperial Relations
Trust, which is also interested in the
survey, financed the trip, and it was theywho insisted that it should take not
less than a year.
Giving us one or two key impressions
from his tour so far, Mr. Stephens said
he thought it was broadly true that in
each Commonwealth country people
thought primarily in tetms of the rela-
tions befween their country and Britain,
and judged other Commonwealth mem-
bers in the light of that. Thus, because
New Zealancers were particularly loyal
they seemed a little distrustful of coun-tries like India, Pakistan and Ceylon,

which had gone republican. "In fact,"
said Mr. Stephens, "it seems to me that
the tfelationship between each of the
Commonwealth countries and Britain :
unique, and it’s rather retrograde to try
to base a concept of the Commonwealth
on one kind of bilateral relationship.
That tends to focus on things that are
different in the relationship rather than |

on things that afé common. My great
concern at the moment is to tty to sort
out from my impressions the things that |
are common to us and that are growing|
points for closer association, I’ve been
struck to find how the same sort of in-
stitutions and ways of doing things-
parliamentary, legal and so on— that
first developed in the oldetf members
have been created in the Asian parts of
the Commonwealth, And it seems, to me
that that pattern-a system of adminis-
tration and political ofganisation based
of common ideas-is perhaps goifig to
be the greatest achievement of the
Commonwealth, and the strongest bond
between its members." Recalling Wes-
tern press criticism of the recent elec-
tions in Ceylon as a "major setback
for the West," and the puzzlement of |
the people there that they should be|
criticised for really making the demo-
cratic system work, Mr. Stephens said:
"I think it’s far healthier that they
should take pride in elections than that
we should keep them in power because
they’re like us."
When we asked Mr. Stephens about
the work of the BBC’s Third Pro-
gramme, he said that the main concern
of its talks policy was "to keep in touch
with the new and creative experiences
of the community"-to find the people
who had just done some few and ex-
citing thing, and to use the microphone
to give them the opportunity of com-
municating these new experiences to
the community. So the staff was con-
cerned not only with unsolicited offers
to broadcast-it also tried to keep in
touch with people in various walks of
life, "to know the people involved and
what they’re up to, so as to be able to
catch them at the moment when they
really have something to say." That, he
added, applied to the Home Service and
the Light Programme as well.
Mr. Stephens said it had been found
that the audience for the Third Pro-
gramme talks was selective, "which is
what we expect-and hope." "It isn’t a
question of trying to please all the
people all the time or all the people
some of the time, but some of the people
some of the time and different people at
different times." And so, though the
average audience is around 40,000 to
60,000, in a period of a week something
like 1,500,000 listen to at least one item
on the Third Programme, in a month
it’s just over 2,000.000, and in three
months something like 4,000,000.
With the dévelopment of television
and the movement away from sound
radio, said Mr. Stephens, the Third
Programme found in one sense a new
justification, "because it is the one of |
all our programmes which is first and
foremost a sound radio programme-a
great deal of it couldn’t be translated
into visual terms." And although tele- |
vision was now making a better job of
some of sound radio’s stock-in-trade pro-
grammes, it was also releasing new
energies within the production depart-
ments to concentrate again on new ways
of developing sound radio programmes,
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TRIO LOS PARAGUAYOS'
BBR 8074Threemenwith theirguitarsandharp whohave
made themselves world-famous These three
Paraguayanartistshave taken theirstirring voices
around the world and have had an unbroken series
of successes in country after country The
experience of eleven years singingtogetherand the
arrangements of such numbers as Malaguena,
Cascada and Serenata, makes this selection
outstanding.

BBL 7007 "A STAR IS BORN" From the film of the same
name, PHILIPS have & delightful selection by an
artiste who needs no introduction Judy Garland

BBL 7008 "ANNA RUSSELL SINGS?"Another hilarious hit by
the funniest international concert comedienne
Anna Russell: Hear her advice onSong Selectionsfor Concert Singers_

BBL 7006 "STARDUST" Andre Kostelanetz andhisorchestra.
An excellent selection Of mood music by oneof the
world's finest concert orchestras.

BBR 8018 "GEMS OF:JAZZ"TheDutchSwingCollegeBand
with a selection of jazz played in the real solid
Dixieland style.

BBL 12" 35/-
BBR 10" 25/-
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