rice sixpence . . . an
no takers

Pretty thin times ruled out here in the T870x Farming was well and

traly in the doldrams and wany a farmer voald Juve been Tound

trving to sell @ sheep for sixpence oa nn who was abready ving o

seil two of his own for a <hilling. There was no matket tor New

Zealand’s enormous surplus stock.

Twelve thousand miles awav. in England, an exacily reverse situation

existed. A fast-growing population Tad ounsiripped the country’s home

production resources and was arving out lo tood.

And the shipping lines which Jinked the 1wo countiies had a further

problem of their own: that ot inding return freighis tor the ships

which from 1872 onwards, were biinging mote and more migrants 10

New Zealand.

Not that there was anv lack of produce in New Zeadund.

Fresh meat was here in abundance.

Rivers ol milk could have Leen made into butter and cheese.

But England lay 100 davs away and what would hecome ol the meat,

the butter, the cheese, after 14 weeks in un wmetrigevated holdr It

was quite obvious to the shipowners that the answer lay in solving the
roblem of refrigeration.

he experiments were many and varied but success came at lust and

Issued in the interests of mutual understanding by

NEW ZEALAND

E2

on February 15, 1832, the Albion Tine dipper “Dunedin®™ made New
Zealand history,

She sailed Tron Port Chalmers with 5,000 carcases of mutton as well
as hates.rabbitss poultey and butter stored i a spedially designed
brecsing plint. She reached Logudon in 98 davs with the frozen CArgo
i escellent condirion. )

Four months Luter, the New Zealand Shipping Company dipper
SNMatmna” dollowed with 3.8 carcases of mution, 24 guurters ot Leef
and 77 pigs. She ook 103 days on passage but again the cargo arrived
i prime condition,

Andd it must be yemembered there weve no Freezing Works in those
dievs where Nilling could take place. SLineghter had 1o be undertaken ut
the ship's side and the carcnes fTozen down on board.

But. though the technique was by, modern standards primitive, the
wiv was open. In 1882 the ships carried 750 10ns of frozen meat,
Within seven vears. the total hud soared o 45000 tons. Todav 1t
approaches the 400001 ton matk, The enterprise of the 5hip;iing
conpanies had given e New Zealand a new and prosperous industry,
And this enterprise is sl working for the prople who ive and wotk
here. :

Which, of counse, indludes you.
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