“My pullet 'hatching chickens In

winter commits an isolated folly”

to be. Among those creatures that lay
epgs instead of producing their young
within their own boctes, seasonal aber-
rations might be fatal for the offspring,
but would not often injure the mothers.
A hen rearing chickenssin the wild in
winter would be hard put to it until
some or all of the chickens died: but
she would not die herself. A cow carry-
ing a calf in hungry country through a
hard winter often does die; before its
birth if the conditions have been un-
usually harsh, If those people are right
who call instinct ancestral memory, it
is clear that some animals have better
memories than others. My pullet hatch-
ing chickens in mid-winter commits an
isalated folly; but what are we to think
about the moths whose instinct drives
them into the candle flame, about the
birds that dash themselves to death
against lighthouses, or the lemmings
that drown themselves when instinct
leads them to a river or the sea?

% * *

A READER wants to know what I
think of this story broadcast, he
says, by the BBC;
" A neighbour of mine had a remarkable
old dog. They were one day bringing the
ewes and lambs down the hill when a2 little
Cheviot jamb bolted and the dog failed to
bring it back. W at did the ald dag do but
run to the lamb, sniff it, then bhack to the
flock. He sniffed through the ewes one by
one till he found its motber, parted her out.
drove her hack to her lamb, and brought
mother and lamb. back safely to the flock.
I think it could have been tocld by
one of my sheep-farming brothers, but
I had better not say which one. I think
he would have made a
JULY 18 better story of it, and in
the telling have hanished
his own as well as my doubts. I think
he would have convinced those who
heard it for the first time that although
the dog was remarkable the perfarm-
ance was no more than those who I}x'e
with gaod dogs would expect. I think
he would have remembered other re-
markable dogs and other performances
astonishing to those only who dom't
know what degs will sometimes do. I
think they would all have heen real
dogs, wise beyond the average run of
cogs, and that every recorded perform-
ance would have been founded on fact.

But I am not yet as old as my brother,

and my past, when I look back, is all
clear daylight. When my brother looks
back there are peaks in the haze which
my factual eyes can’t perceive. He can
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see things, hear things, describe things
that fascinate me when he makes me
aware of them, but fade inte dream stuff
afterwards. So that BBC dog leaves me
undisturbed. His nose, his logic. his
craft, and his conscience would have
been rabbit feed in the matagouris of
early Otago. In any case, one of my
brother’s degs would never have left
that lamh, He would have stayed with
it, run with it until it was tired, and
gently circled it back to the flock and ;
its anxious mother. Not till he had been
dust for 50 years would my brother
have thought him worth a story.

¥ * *

CAN think of no more reassuring
sound than the cackle of a hen that
has just laid an egg; unless it is the cack-
ling of two hens. Though I can't recall
that Browning was influenced by hens,
or was living near hens

JULY 20 when he wrote Pippa

Passes, 1 seldom myself
hear their cackle without feeling as
Pippa did that New Year’s Day at Asolo
—that the world is worth a song.

Tomosrow I must be Pippa who winds silk,

The whole year round, to earn just bread

and milk.

But “this one day” she was free, with
a lark on the wing and a snail on the
thorn, and love in her heart for every-
thing and everybody. As we are all
Pippas some of the time, and the hum-
bugs, pretenders, and sinners she passed
most of the time, we need all the proof
we can find that our shabby lives are
worth living. My hens say it more con-
vincingly than philosophers and men of
science.

Nor is it simply that they say it in
the morning, when confidence comes
easily, What makes it so reassuring is
the .act that they can't help saying it,
that it is not their message but life's. ;
There is no prudential reason why a hen
should cackle. All she achieves in my
yard by announcing an egg is the un-
wanted attention of a graceless cockerel.
All she can achieve anywhere
theft of her egg and a hint ta her
natural enemies. But she still cackles. It
is as necessary to her as twittering to
a starling on the roof or the leap into
space of a spartive kitten. It is scme-
thing above and beyond reason—as a
good woman once told me religion is.
So 1 gather an egeg and cast out fear.
1 hope that is waership.
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PLASTIC COAT TORN?

Plastine will mend 1. Plasting mends al
pvc plastics. curtains, bags, inflatable toys
Ideat for putting plastic linings i lunck

Hands aré out of harm's
way, when inside these
plastic-coated, long-life, fabric
gloves. They're proofed

cases, covering books, mending garden 2 ianst washing and chemical
roses Simple to use. 2/3 per tube. Yow ! 'ng 2
store has :t or will order for vou from agents. Water, oiland grease-

e B prool.
These gre the gloves you have heard about
[adies RKnit Wrist, 10/9 pr.
Alew’s Knit Wrist, 1176 pr.
Ladied’  Gaunttet, 11,/8 pr,
Men’z Gauntlet, 12/8 pr. From
Chemists & Tinrdware Stores.

MENDA LTD., Box 734, Hamilton.

send 10/~ note
Ralph Hipkins

PLASTIC GLOVES

N.z, Agents: Gusscott Bros. Lid.,Wellingion,
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’ <UICKLY Send 6d stamp for 32-paga illustrated
POST FREE and EASILY Catologue containing over 100 Kit-
ASSFMBLED  sets—Furniture,  NMNursery  Furnijure,

“oys. Embroidery, Tapestry, etc.
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U-BUILD-IT Kit Sets come to you with all
necessary machined parts, hardwars, etc.,
enabling anyone without previous experi-
ence to assemble these orticles.

PANELLED DROPSIDE COT. Attractive, with many
desirable features, including panelled ends to ex=
clude draughts , . . easy moving . ., , dropside . . .
slat bottom . . . closely-spaced bars

Measures 3ft 6in x 2ft x 3ff Jin high Price 12’6

KAPQC MATTRESS, in quality Ticking

te fit this cot, Price 541.

END TABLE, A particularly
handy kit set in qualjty fim-
ber. Ideal for those tavour-

N
{Folding) “e‘p

With movabie sigeve-board.
Widely spaced legs 3ft 4in

x 12in wide Pr.iée 37/6

ite hgoks and iamp shode.
Great asset to every home.
Meosures 24ih x 10in x 23

" high Aé;l:e“ 3616

STOOL STEPS. A comforiable
kitchen stool and @ handy pair
of. steps, combined.. Easly
assembled in 30 minutes. 25ia

W 1816

ROCKING MORSE.

Strong
durople  nside  or  outside ROUNP  TABLE, Attractive
o1y TOoy, swung on strang occasianal  tapble with extra
metal hangars.  Size 40in room on centre shelf and a
long e spacious top at a convement
Price 40,'

height. Meosures 20in  dia-
meter,

high 22":\. Pl‘k; 3716

“SEE-ALL” SEWING BOX, com-
plete with castors. Very popular

KIDNEY « SHAPED DUCHESS
Practical use and appeal.
Econamy ond pleasure of

kit set. Accurate mqgchining and gssembly. Three commodi-
drilling — easily gssembled iR oqus shalves hotd ~ample.
one pleasant avening. Size 16in Draping nat supplied. 35in
x Bin x 24in high. tang, 30in high,

Price 52l6 62,6
Note Our \@nly Address:

HOMECRAFT ASSEMBLIES

P.O. Box 5025, Papanui, Christchurch.
72 MAIN NORTH ROAD.

17in wide. Prige
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