Four at One
DIDN’T expect to hear in Christian

Question Box any animated argu-

ment about fundamental religious topics,
if only because a certain wariness and
even hyper-courtesy are almost inevit-
able when representatives of four differ-
ent denominations sit round a micro-
phone. But I was surprised at the large
measure of agreement they reached on
such topics as the Christian’s responsi-
bility to the Have-Nots, the ideal stand-
ards of Christian living and the ethics
of fund-raising. Even apparent disagree-
ments were the result, not of conflict
of ideas, so much as of the rephrasing
of similar answers into the special
phraseclogy of the speaker’s church. The
accord was quite genuine, not feigned;
but I felt that this was because so many
questions were put in the half-hour that
they could be dealt with only on the
surface. On one question, for instance—
the nature of the Atonement—I believe
that a longer discussion would have re-
vealed considerably less unanimity than
actually prevailed. Yet, within the limits
set, this lively and articulate panel
acquitted themselves admirably, reveal-
ing both common sense and Christian
courtesy, and allowing a number of
quibbleable points to pass in favour of
charitable concord.
—J.CR.

DX NOTES

{ HESE notes bring news about stations in

orher countries, programmes information,
and details of special broadcasts for New
Zealond listeners. They are supplied by the
New Zealand Radio DX League, 212 Earn
Street, |Invercargill, from which further
information can be obtgined.

YDNEY viewers will have now seen
regular tests of television, test pat-
terns having been transmitted since mid-
July., The first station is scheduled to
open in Sydney on September 16, two
licences being granted for that city: to
Consolidated Press and the Macquarie
Broadcasting Service. The MBS, which
‘has as its key station 2GB, has some
56 stations affiliated to its programmes,
and is Australia’s largest network.

For the first time in Test cricket his-
tory, Australian Commercial stations
have challenged the ABC for its ball-
for-ball listening audience during the
current series. The ABC, as usual, re-
lays the BBC commentary, but the
Federation of Commercial Broadcasters
also has a team of three commentators,
Freddie Brown, Arthur Gilligan and
Alan McGilvray, and the relay is re-
ceived by radio telephone, and is avail-
able to the 106 affiliated stations,

Shortwave
United Kingdom: When the BBC’s
popular programme Scottish Magazine

-

visited Skye, they pro-
mised to send all who
wrote reporting the re-
ception of the pro-
gramme, a picture post-
card of the Isle of Skye.
Such an action by the
Scots could hardly go
unnoticed, and the re-
sulting hundreds of let-
ters from every contin-
ent proved that. In a
letter, Bill Meikle, pro-
ducer of Scottish Maga-
zine, reports ‘that re-
action from New Zealand
is very infrequent. Scot-
tish resistence to writing
about the programme, and if it is liked,
seems to be the trouble, The pro-
gramme is broadcast on Sundays at 10.15
a.m. on 12040 kc. (25 metres), 15300
ke, (19 metres) and 17870 ke, (16
metres).

Africa: New stations in this area are
a rare entry in a shortwave listener’s
log, so that the reception of two new
countries, which have just begun short-
wave broadcasting, is something of an
event. The new countries are French
Somaliland and Sierra Leone. Djibouti
in Somali uses 4975 kc. and closes at
7.15 am. after a programme generally
recorded in Paris. Freetown in Sierra
Leone, using 3316 kc., has been heard
at 8.0 am, with only weak signals,

Bely .

(C) Punch
better reception being enjoyed from the
Johannesburg transmitters on 3290 and
3380 kc., while the Forces station at
Benghazi has a BBC news relay on
3305 kc. at 6.0 and 8.0 a.m.

New Caledonia: Radio Noumea in
New Caledonia, which is consistently
heard on 6035 kc. (49-metre band) from
7.0 pm. to 10.30 p.m. has increased
power to 6000 watts, The possibility
of a session in English being included
in the evening transmission is under
consideration, and this will be well res
ceived in this country. Another chane
nel, 3355 kc. (90-metre band) also
carries the programmes, but with weaker
signals,
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