Give them toys of

Alkathené K

(1.C.h, BRAND OF POLYTHENE)
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plastic

Children can drop,
squash them—stand on them if they like
« . . but they can’t break them! Moulded
in light, tough “Alkathene’ (1.C.1. brand

bend, bang or

of Polythene), a plastic remarkable
for its flexibility and strength. Washable,

gaily coloured, realistic toys in
“Alkathene’” are virtually indestructible.

“Alkathene” toys are available under a
variety of trade names from stores

throughout New Zealand. Before you
buy, ask if they’re made from “Alkathene.”

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES (N.Z) LTD.
Distributors &f “Perspex”,Nylon, "Alkathene”, “Welvie™, ete.
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Stories for

HAT truth is stranger than fiction

is not only a cliché but a mxsleadmg
one at that. For fiction, even in its most
airy flights, is but truth extended and
distorted; truth looked on *“‘askance and
strangely™ in the words of Shakespeare’s
sonnet. So whatever story the novelist

i or the screen-writer dreams up, is sure

to have been duplicated somewhere,
sometime, in the lives of people whose
story is unknown, or if koown, for-
gotten,

The Rev. G. A. Naylor, in a series
of talks being heard from 4YA, entitled
Raw Material, considers a group of
these mostly forgotten people as raw
material for potential films or historical
novels. Two of the stories in the series,
Mr. Naylor claims, are particularly suit-

 able for film scenarios. One of these is

the story of William Adams, otherwise
known as Anjin Sama, with whose spec-
tacular career the first talk of the series
deals,

The scenario would begin with “a
small, dirty, disreputable-looking ship
drifting into a bay on the Japanese
coast near Nagasaki. It would have to
be made plain that the fire, shiny, April
morning was in the year 1600. And the
morning would contrast strongly with
the pitiful remrants of the crew; for
they can only crawl about the decks,
and only one of them has strength
enough left to free the anchor. The one

man is William Adams, first of the Eng-°

lish to enter Japan.”

Afier a contretemps engineered by
Portuzuess traders fearing competition,
Adams was given comparative freedom
and his ltnowledge as a shipwright was
utilised by the Japanese. The crew of
the Dutch ship on which he arrived

'were allowed to return home, but the

Shogun, who had made friends with
Adams, though presenting him with many
things, would not allow him his freedom.

In time he received the nickname
of Anjin Sama—the Master of the Wan-
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REV. G. A. NAYLOR

dering Needle, which nickname he was
to keep throughout life. More import-
antly, he was admitted to the knight-
hood of Japan—becoming a Samurai—a
two-sworded man,

Separated irrevocably from home,
wife and family, Adams made the best
of his lot, and as friend and confidante
of the Shogun rose to such eminence
in Japan that, at least until Japan‘s
entry into World War [I, his name was
perpetuated by a yearly festival. Such
is the story of William Adams, and
listeners might well agree that it would
make a pretty good film.

The subjects of other talks in this
series, in order, are: The Story of Four
Russians (an account of four castaways
on Spitzbergen), de Joinville’s Chronicle,
Baron Trenck, Lady Smith, and Buc-
caneer to Admlral (lelxam Dampier).
The series‘is now runnmg from 4YA on
Wednesday nights, and is due to begin
from 1YA and 3YA in the week start-
ing August 20.

Scientist in the Shadows

VEXT week’s Monday night YA play
is Norman King's drama, The

Shadow of Doubt. It bears some inter-

JOHN HUSON

esting parallels to the notable Klaus
Fuchs case, and tells the story of a
brilliant English scientist who has been
imprisoned for divulging secret informa-
tion about a discovery he has made. In
the north of England he begins again

.with a new name, but the press get hold

of the information and reveal his iden-
tity. After this, he is warned by M.L5
that an attempt will be made to secure
his services for a foreign Power, This
does not at first seem to connect with
an offer he receives to engage in re-
search for a private firm, but those
people who know their John Buchan and
his spiritual heirs, will recognise the
formula, secret or not.

The Shadow of Doubt was produced
in the Auckland studios of the NZBS
by Earle Rowell, Arthur, the scientist,
is played by John Huson; and Laura, his
wife, by Laurel Mather. Miss Mather
is a well-known Australian radio actress,
and is at present touring New Zealand
with The Boy Friend company. Richard
Meikle, who plays Frank, is also from
the same company. Other roles are
played by Laurence Hepworth. (Man-
ning), Winsome Wallis (Gladys), and
T. E. Dowling (Hughie).
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