possibly; that each play he has written
marks a technical advance, fair enough;
and in his sole failure, Adventure Story,
the chronical play of Alexander the
(ireat, he finds evidence that great plays
lie i Rattigan’s imagination, waiting to
be unleashed on us. We shall see, He
finds The Sleeping Prince a masterly
picce d’occasion, agreed: he thought it
well played here, I beg to differ. He
finds no single memorable line in Ratti-
gan, but he ascribes this to be poverty,
generally, of his themes. Given a great
theme, he infers, you will get memor-
able language. True or false? False I
think. There is nothing enormous about
the themes of Love's Labours Lost or

Twelfth Nighr, yet their language is
memorable. The truth is. surelv, that
speech is no longer primery in the

theatre, is no longer its basic instrument.
If it becomes so again. we can then ex-
pect memorable Janguage of high import.

Cafe Concert
“] 1 "ON'T YOU COME IN?” asked Bill
Austin. “It's a cold night. Come
in and get warm.” Shivering, 1 bounded
into his hospitable parlour, shaking off
my wet thiugs. Bill proved an excellent
host, and his coffee is delicious. 1 took
a note of the blend. Un‘ortunstely. 1
found his records so absorbing, L let it
get cold. . . T can almost believe in this .
little fantasia of my uvwn devising. so |
seductively does Mr. Austin make you !
at home. The ciinks at coffee time, how-
ever, are not so convincing this year. I
recommend a sharp blow with a sterling
silver spoon on the best Crown Derby.
The records last week were, as always.
fascinating. To hear Lioyd George him-
self speak of “orfins and widders” was a
joy, and I learned to my amazement :
that Jack Warner was the brother Q)f
Gert and Daisy. Quelle famille! HiS.
song, about his profession as a rat-
hole bunger-upper, was & treat, andq
Conchita Supervia singing “O No John"
was a musical curiosity I would have
braved a cold might to hear. I find thiy
whole programme a delight. I shall be
there next week. I don't take sugar, by

the way. —B.E.G.M.

Marce! on Radio -

"HE broadcast of the NZBS produc-
tion of The Funeral Pyre (1YC) was
something of an event—the first time,
1 think, that one of Gabriel Marcel's
plays has been presented on New Zea-
land radio. Marcel, although the first
modern French existentialist, and in
dramatic interest at least the equal of
Sartre and Camus, has never had the
vague of the other two, perhaps because.
as Christian existentialism, his drama ;
lacks the acridity and gloom of atheist
existentialism, which chimed !

in with !
the immediately post-war mood. Yet, as |
The Funeral Pyre showed. his existen- |
tialist theme that real life cannot be:
reduced to abstract thought, is embodied
in arresting terms, implying a deep
knowledge of the human heart. Davina
Whitehouse, as Aline Fortier, who, by
consecrating her whole life to the mem-
ory of her dead son. distorts the person-
ality of his fiancée, Mireille, gave a
strong, mature performance. Pacdy Tur-
ner as Mireille and Kenneth Firth as
André, the weakling she marries, were |
more than competent. Only Roy Ley-:
wood seemed to have too young and
vigorous a voice for M. Fortier. I found
this most satisfying intellectual drama,
marred only by the compression of Cyn-
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thia Pugh's adaptation, which somewhat
impaired both the rhythm of the play,
end its ending.

Roadhouse Resurgent
\\'ITH both The Goon Show and
TI1FH in recess, Radio Roadhouse
holds the field of comedy shows virtually
alone. The current series, despite some
weak spots, is the best Roadfouse has
given us. 1 feel that this feature has
now come to be accepted by listeners
without any of the patronising, “Not bad

for a New Zealand effort” attitude, that ,
it has its own widening circle of fans '

and that its removal would

leave a
yawning gap. I still believe that 9.15 ;

p.m. on Wednesday is not a good listen- :

ing time, and that a Sunday spot would
give the R R. the larger audience it de-
serves. The interludes featuring the

tits full strength of 70 players. The latest !

'Arrises and friend Charley seem to me !

to be more Cockney than Kiwi; but, for
the rest, there is an agreeable strain
of unforced indigenous humour. Barry

Linehan gains in stature as a radio
comedian from session to session, surely
the first real specimen of his kind New
Zealand radio has produced; and Noeline
Pritchard, Eddie Hegan and Mervyn
Smith have all established themselves
as individuals. The perceptible move-
ment away from overseas patterns,
shown in the stronger intrusion of topi-
calities, indicates a confidence by the
Roadhouse gang in their own compe-

tence, one shared by most of their
listeners. —JCR

i

Full Strength !

"HE conductor of the National!

Orchestra, James Robertson, has'

announced that the Orchestra is now at

appointment is a sixteen-year-old bas- |
soon player, Peter Musson. In the past
the Orchestra has fluctuated between 60 '
and 70 players, with an average number ;
of 65. |

"SURGICAL HOSIEKY

VARICOSE VEIRS

New Improved

2-WAY
Scholl Z¥tidn

With ribbed top and bot-
tom. Availabie in Thigh
and Knee Stockings.
Perfect fit. Cool, supporting,
giving wonderful relief.

FTD"\ Chemists averywhere

Dr. Scholl’'s Shops:

HAM. 30 Col’'wood St. LR. HUTT 291 High St.
HAST. 402 H'tounga St BLEN. 4 George St
NEW PLY. 52 Queen St. NELSON 247 Hardy 3t.
WANG. /92 Vic. Ave, CHCH. 123 Cashel St.

PALM. N. |36 B'dwny. TIM. Cnr, George & Sophie
WGTON. 9 Willis St.  DUNEDIM 20 Moray Place

RY

H f

/ OSIER

Scholl Mfg. Co.(N.Z.) Ltd., Automobiles Chambers,
35 Taranaki Street, Weilington, C.3.

it right away!
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(OMBAT DANDRUFF

4 No need to suffer the embarrassment
4 of unsightly dandruff! Regular sham-
pooing with Kempthorne’s Dandruff
Lotion cleans hair and scalp —
quickly reduces dandruff. Antiseptic
— contains Cetrimide to combat dan-
4 druff. Also helps to tone up scalp
and hair — makes setting easy. Try

From all Chemists, Hairdressers
and Stores. Only 3/? a bottle.
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INSPIRED

GLISTEN!

manage, glistenin|

even suspected ! FLAIR F

3/9 a bottle,

FIRST THING IN THE MORNING

USE THIS NEW ( /‘m
CHAMPOO! &

SEE YOUR HAIR

Not a suspicion of soap or other
harsh ingredients in Flair to dry or
harm hair — Flatt’s successful
formulation restores natural oils, keeps
your hair soft, silky and fragrantly clean.
Discover for yourself how Flair brings out
the natural beauty of your hair, leaves it easy to
with highlights you never
R YOUR HAIR.

From all Chemists and Stores

8

v/,

‘ 3
eauty

U} BUBRBLING GOOD HEALTH/

First thing in the morning, or last thing at
night, a foaming invigorating glass of K.P.
Life Salt does wonders to ensure regularity,
so important for clear eyes, unblemished :
skin and an optimistic Qutlook ! Excellent for
sick headachies or bilious turns. Tone up
your system now, with a.regular daily glass
of K.P. Life Salt.

-~ - o
-
VESCENT A ati

Tins 2/1 Bottles 3/4
From all Chemists and Stores.

JKEMPTHORNE PROSSER

Pharmaceutical Laborataries
Stafferd St., Qunedin.

kP

Warehouses and Branches.
throughout New Zealand

Cigalia CE)&LMM% SOFTENS YOUR SKIN OVERNIGHT.

Nourishing oils and waxes, artfully combined, soak deep into your skin,
soothing away harsh lines leaving it soft, supple and delicately fresh. Use
Cigalia Cold Cream for cleansing and nourishing your skin. Prevents
dryness and chapping. Contains ROSE OIL — Nature's age-old antiseptic
for the skin. Available at Chemists and Stores.

/3 a1lb. jar.




