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MBs: AMELIA JENKS BLOOMERwas born May 27, 1818, at Homer,
New York. In 1849 she took up the
idea of reform in women’s clothes and
the wearing of a short dress with loose
trousers gathered at the ankle. Gradually
the name "bloomers" became attachedto any divided skirt or knickerbocker
dress for women, Mrs. Bloomer had a
genius for dedication and besides bloom-
ers she earnestly supported temper-
ance, women’s suffrage and a number
of other moral and political reforms,
all concerned with women’s rights. In
January, 1849, she published a news-
paper, The Lily, which began with a
circulation of 200 copies. It jumped to
over 4000 in four years, an increase
which circulation managers today well
might envy, but would be hard put to
emulate. You see, Mrs. Bloomer did it
by appearing on lecture platforms wear-
ing her scandalous garments. During this
period, the name "Dolly" Bloomer was
given first to Mrs. Bloomer, then to any
girl sufficiently emancipated or game
enough to copy her.
Not long ago, two bright Broadway
showfolk, Harold Arlen, the composer,
and E. Y. Harburg, the lyric writer (who
wrote, among other hits, "We’re Off to
See the Wizard" for The Wizard of Oz),
got together on the Bloomer story. They

decided to concentrate on the adventures
of another member of the clan (probably
mythical), Miss Evelina Applegate, niece
to the redoubtable Mrs. Dolly. The Arlen

Harburg show was called The Bloomer|
Girl, and starred Celeste Holm as Miss |
Evelina, with Harold Arlen himself also
in the cast. Music from the show will
be heard in YA Theatre of Music on
Saturday, August 1.Evelina is the youngest, prettiist and
only unwed daughter of Horatio Apple-
gate, the hoop-skirt magnate of the
North. She is very much influenced by.
her aunt’s determination to do away
with the hoops women wore to make
them look more feminine. Her father,|
very worried, arranges a match for her
with Jeff (David Brooks), the scion of
a wealthy Southern family. Though
Evelina resents this, she nevertheless
falls victim to the young man’s charm
and he, instead of heading her off from.
her liberal tendencies, helps her to
arrange the escape of a slave-his own
slave, Pompey, no less-via the under-
ground "railroad."
At a garden party show which Horatio
Applegate has arranged for his buyers
to show off the "super-hoop" which
Evelina is to model, she shows herself
a worthy disciple of her aunt by
abruptly dropping the "super-hoop" in
a mid-career and appearing in bloomers.
Worse still, Mrs. "Dolly" and Evelina
are gaoled for organising slave escapes,
but are finally freed in time to present
a performance of Uncle Tom's Cabin.
Jeff leaves to join the Southern forces
while all the Applegate men fight with
the Unionists. Mrs. Dolly, vindicated
in her ideas, happily announces that the
Governor has taken over Applegate’s
hoop factory for the manufacture of
army uniforms. She also tells Evelina
that, on his way south, Jeff has heard
Lincoln speak, and now feels that the
way of equality and freedom for all is
|
the right way. So all ends happily for
|

the Bloomer girl.

CELESTE HOLM

Lloyd was. She does not merely im-
personate a character, as so many ofher colleagues so brilliantly do, or even

wears. She has a tremendous zest for
life, and loves her friends.*

act one. She creates
one, and lives it."
Mr. Greenwood
says that off stage
and in _ relaxa-
tion Beryl looks
little more than a
girl herself, with
her full smiling
face, roses and-
cream complexion,
and the simple but
attractive frocks she

ONCERT-GOERS who noticed how
intently Paul Badura-Skoda followed
the conductor and listened to the
National Orchestra in his concerts with
them will be interested to hear that
those who’ saw more of him remarked
on the same thing. "He was very con-
scious of the orchestra, knew the score
backwards, and brought a copy of it to
rehearsals-he had a tremendous know-
ledge of the whole thing," we have been
told. Members of the wind group who
played the Mozart quintet with him
were similarly impressed and said that
at rehearsal as they corrected mistakes
in the printed score he would ask them
to try a phrase first of this version and
then of the original. On his part, Mr.
Badura-Skoda said after his last Well-
ington orchestral concert that he was
very satisfied with the orchestra and
wished he could\.havye thanked every
member personally.

FROM LONDON

*
UTT VALLEY music lovers who
remember the young pianist Nan
Gibson, and many in the Wellington
district and elsewhere who knew her
at Chilton St. James as pupil or teacher,

have had a welcome chance recently to
hear her in the third of the new series
of programmes from the New Zealand
Music Society in London. It will be
broadcast next from 1XN on August
12. Nan was born in Hawera, but left
there when she was three, and going

later to Chilton St.
James as a _ boarder
has really spent a

good part of her life there. Her most
recent association with the school was
as a member of the- music staff. Nan
won a Royal Schools of Music scholar-
ship in 1954, and will be at the Royal
College of Music for three _ years.
Primarily a pianist, she is making theviola her second instrument. She is a
member of the College orchestra and is
on the committee of the New Zealand
Music Society in London. The item she
plays in the programme being heard in
New Zealand was played first at one of
the Society’s concerts.
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TheWORLDS_BIGGEST
SONG HITS

OPEN YOUR PIANO and
PLAY THESE SONGS
PRICE 2/6 Per copy

"ZAMBEZI" "ZAMBEZI"
"POOR PEOPLE OF PARIS"
"SHIFTING;
WHISPERING SANDS"
"ItSALMOSTTOMORROW"
"MEMORIES ARE

MADE OF ThIS"
"20 TINY FINGERS"
"WISE MAN OR A FOOL"
"DUNGAREE DOLL"
"LOVE AND MARRIAGE"
"Rock AROUND THE ISLAND"
"CARA MIa" "SEVENTEEN"
"It'S A SIN To TELL A LIE"

"SLOWLY" "CARIBBEAN"
F & D:'s StandardSong Hitsfor Piano Accordion
(Containing 15 songs easy bass)
Price4/-

ALL MUSIC SELLERS
Or direct from the publishers,
Ja ALBERT AND SON,PTy LTD;,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington.

if a ladle were ableitwouldsay
ah!BiSTOforsoupsandSfews

andall meat dishes
What4 wonderfulwayBISTObasofturningfamily
recipesinto secondbelping favourites1 Watcb
thoge youngsters pitch into their foodRtit
does your beart good! And, of cour8er
BISTO makes gloriously thick, browes
seasonedgravyin4jiffy:
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TRADE ENQUIRIESToA ASTICHBURYLTDs,8 GUTHRIESTWELLINGTON:


