SHEPHERD'S CALENDAR

More Than Skin Deep

HE rapidly-changing colours

in a rabbit I skinned this

morning — from silver to
purple to a pastel combination
that I could not name—reminded
me that a painting of a skinned
rabbit was a modern French artist’s first
step to fame and fortune. It was not,
however, as far as I can remember, in-
tended to he an exercise
in the beautiful, If T did
original in
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not see the
runs in my mind that I
did—I1 saw a reproduction and an ex-
planation that gave it a place bestde the
last bitter efforts of Orpen
the world to the realities af modern
war. Orpen was sick when he made a
green and rotting corpse
piece of one of his pictures (officially
commissioned)., but be was not mad. If
he was, he was not as mad as the
people who refused to face the facts of
the war they had won at such a cost
and for such a pitiable result. Nor is
this young Frenchman mad. He is not
heaithy or normal or balanced or at
peace with himself and God; but he has
vision and feeling, and misery chose
him in his childbood to be her mouth-
piece. Perversely, too, she has made him
a best seller.

But what struck me most as I
watched my changing rabbit was the
fact that so much beauty lies hidden
where no eye can see. The beauty that
is in the eye of the beholder does not
start there. Though colour is nothing
without light—flowers are all the same
in the dark—the potential beauty of
that rabbit’s flesh was as great a won-
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der as the beauty the light revealed.
Science has given us hundreds of reasons
for the colour in feathers, fur, scales,
and skin, and ignorance hundreds more,
But what reason can there be for the
colour under these coverings that does
not, during the creature’s life, shine
through? What advantage is it to a
rabbit to catch the eye after it is dead?
The beauty in dead flesh, even if it is
a transposed beauty associated with the
pleasure of eating the flesh, hastens the
destruction of living flesh. T did nct
eat this rabbit, or wish to eat it It
went to Scamp, who has no sense of
colour. My inclination to eat it would
probably have been greater if it had
shown no colour, or as little as fish show
below the scales and skin. But 1 eat
rabbit at long intervals. and when I do
I am pleased that it has a lighter colour
(raw- and cooked) than, say. squirrel,
which has almost the same texture and
taste. I must fall back on the arguments
of those who praise Picasso and his
imitators: “Don't ask what it means.
Enjoy it..”

B B #

by

WNERS of lanes and roadways used
by other pecple put a barrier up
once or twice a year to keep their rights
alive. In the same way, and I am
tempted to say for the same reason,
Elsie refuses once or twice a year to
be caught and led. Though she is now
between nine and ten,
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fat, and within three

months of her seventh

calf, she just laughed at me today when
I went to catch her, snorted, and ducked,
and bellowed, and ended on her knees
horning a tussock, Then, having asserted
her independence, she looked as blandly
_ at me as if she had never
run away, held her horns
steady for the rope, and
trotted along at wmy
heels. I know that she
was not being rational
when she surrendered or
irrational when she ran
away. She is just a fat
lump of beef and bones
incapable of planning or
reflecting. She is quicker
than Betty to learn a
new trick—which is al-
ways the same kind of
trick: finding her way to
food supplied in a new
place. But uveither one
nor the other can think
of ways of tricking me.
If I catch them with
their heads through the
garden fence and throw
something at them they

will not repeat the
offence within the next
five minutes. But an

hour later, or half a day.
they will return to the
same place, and the
same sin, even though I
am watching with a stick
in my hand. They wili,
(€) Punch however, the second time

‘have seen this year.

desist if T shout at them, which T sup-
pose is mental progress if there is no
morality in it,
% % *
HAD hopes, when my Universal
Superannuation card was called in to
be renumbered, that a new number
would mean a new card. It was reckless
optimism. What came back was pre-
cisely what went away—a frayed piece
of folded cardboard 2%
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long that had done ser-
vice for eight years, with its absurd little
divisions all over-stamped, and its two
supplementary slips, imperfectly stapled
in, already stamped fifteen times. I con-
fess that the untidiest feature of this
precious certificate (worth now nearly
£2 a week) is the addition by my own
hand of my full name and address; but
one reason for that was the lack of clear
space on which to write.

1 hav;‘thought of many possible ex-
cuses—that reinforced cardboard s
costly; that the Government Printing
Office is outgrown and over-worked; that
Parliament is in session; that paying out
pensions is unproductive work at a time
when the cry is for more production;
that Social Security is a new department
learning a new service; that the service
comes first, and the method second; that
the service never fails; that it is my own
fault if I go on living after the Gov-
ernment——any Government——must wish
me to be dead. But I wonder if the
Minister-in-Charge has heard that he
pays twice who pays courteously, and
that courtesy in this case has a card-
board dimension.

DPON'T know the author of Si savait
jeunesse, si pouvait vieillesse. But T
think he was a shepherd. I think the
words came to him at tupping time and
were then given a wider application. I
have two rams— Bert, a two-tooth
Shropshire, and Harry, a full-mouth
Southdown. Bert is energetic, but lacks
strategy. Harry is shrewd,
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they are in a flat pad-

dock, with no hiding places. Bert no
sooner makes a capture than Harry dis-
possesses him, Then Harry lies down.
Bert, instead of keeping an eye on him,
one eye at least runs about locking for
another ewe and expends a good deal of
energy in finding one. Being neither
tactful nor mannerly por restrained he
stampedes most of the ewes before they
have had time to consider his proposi-
tion, and when one does at last seem
interested, Harry rises to his feet. If
the romance is ripening fast enough,
Harry chases Bert away at once. If
there is likely to be delay he is content
to watch. Bert is too young to watch.
Sooner or later he turns his back on
Harry and receives a broadside that
leaves him winded ‘and dazed. Then the
whole business begins again. Harry,
tired, Hes down. Bert, bewildered but
buoyant, réturns to the flock, asking
them one after another if they don't
think him the best-looking boy they
The answer, in
nine cases out of ten, is a short run out
of his way and the resurnption of
nibbling. If the tenth girl gives him a
second look. Harry gives him one, too.

(To be continued)

PRAGTICAL BOOKS
ON HEALTH

@ “Eoting for Heaith,” by C. & 3/_
Clinkard, M.BE. -

® “The Uses of Juices,” bv C. E 3,_
Clinkard, M.BE - -

@® ““Soya, the Wonder Food,” by C 3 , -
E Clinkard, MBE - .

Obtainable from teading Booksellers, or

POST FREE from the N.Z Distributors

C.E.CLINKARD &GO.

Hers and P
PO Beox 3, Now Lynn, Auckiand, SW4
We specialise in Health and Diet Books
by leading authorities throughout the
werld  Send 3d for Ccmplefe Cataclogue

HOWTO ENJOY GOOD
HEALTH

KELPEX TABLETS

“FOR RADIANT HEALTH"—To mam-
tain good health vou must have sufficient
fodine.
Buy a bottle and start yourselt on the road
to health today. No sofer or more natural
remedy is available than Kelpex Tablets,
which contain the rich iodine-laden kelp
obtained from the depths of the sea.
Price: 5/6 and 10/6 per bottle.

GARLISOL
FOR THE TREATMENT OF RHEUMA.
TISM AND CATARRH
Lesting rel.et trom the pain ot Rheuma-
thism and Catarrh can come only by attack-
ing the causes of these complaints—the
impurities which have become lodged
the system. Nature provides in the simple,
homely vegetable—Gartic—a remedy which
hos  exceptionast power in purifving and
cleansing the system

Price: 4/6 per tin of odourless tablets.

INNERCLEAN
A DRUGLESS LAXATIVE,
Sutterers from constipation find that they
can tolerate lnnerclean without any weak-
ening after-effects, and that it performs
its purpose gentty and naturally even in
the most obstinate cases

Price: 5/6 per packet.
Obtainable trom Chemists and Mealth Food
Stores, or will be sent POST FREE on
receipt of remittance, by

VITAMIN PRODUCTS LTD.

P.O. Box 3, New Lynn, Aucklond.
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SORE THROAT
FAST

... with proved medications
‘[  of the world-famous cold rem-
edy—Vicks VapoRub! For
welcome sore throat relief
anywhere, anytime—carry
delicious Vicks Cough 4
Drops in your pocket!

Now 2 flavours!
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