FILM REVIEWS, BY F.A

Mainly Light and Bright

THE COURT JESTER

Paramount-Dena-VistaVision)

ECAUSE we don't all laugh

at the same things, comedy

films are amongst the hard-
est to review, but I'shall be sur-
prised if The Court Jester 1s not
pretty generally enjoyed. Person-
ally, I found it more even than Knock
on Wood. This new Danny Kaye film
is a tale of the Middie Ages, about a
wicked usurper who has made his way
to the throne by killing everyone he can
lay hands on who has any real claim
to it. His followers are harassed by a
band .of outlaws who, he presently dis-
covers. have the real orince with them

DANNY KAYE
The pimpernel is purple

in the forest. You soon realise that this
is - a rather tongue-in-cheek affair when
vou see that the usurper is Cecil Parker
and that the symbol which brings the
baby prince’s loyal subjects to their
knees is the royal birthmark, a purple
pimpernel, on the baby's buttocks; and
as Hubert Hawkins, an entertainer with
the outlaw band, Danny Kaye has struck
the right note with a wonderfully amus-
ing impersonation of an old man even
before the plot fairly gets moving when
he enters the castle disguised as a jes-
ter from the Italian court.

Certainly one of the most gentle and
likeable men in films, Mr, Kaye has a
story here that gives him generous op-
portunities, and plotting, love-making,
duelling, sword-fighting, now bewildered,
now dashing {(as he f{alls under a witch’s
spell), he keeps the fun going steadily
and at a satisfving pace. The action de-
lightfully parodies the sort of film we
have all seen, yet it never goes so far
that we lose interest in the plot.
Actually it's hard not to take seriously
at times the sinister forces around the
usurper when one of his counsellors is
Basil Rathbone. The women in the cast
include Glynis Johns, who plays an at-
tractive heroine very capably, and
Angela Lansbury, quite adequate as the
usurper's daughter. The Court Jester,
which Norman Panama and Melvin
Frank scripted and directed, includes
some sagreeable songs by Sylvia Fipe,

. and’ Sammy Cahp, and these are, of
course, well put across by Mr. Kaye. .
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:and Ann Miller, whose dance numbers
are outstanding.
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v FINE: “The Court fester.” l
FAIR: “Man of the Moment.” ’
FAIR:; “Dcep in My Heart.”

MAN OF THE MOMENT
{ Rank-Group Films)
JOR one reason and another, 1 saw
neither of the earlier Norman Wis- '
dom comedies, but having heard so
much about them I found it hard to
approach Man of the Moment with an
open mind. I gather it may be better
than the others, and I must say 1 found
it agreeably surprising. I was especially
pleased to discover only one scene that
really invited us to feel sorry for Mr.
Wisdom. It's true he’s a simple soul, a
litile man, who gets by more or less by
accident——but be does get by and keeps
bouncing. As a person and a character |
I find him quite engaging—one of those
likeable fellows who are most amusing :
when they're most able to be them-
selyes. The weakest parts of this film
arve slightly tedious farce, mno doubt;
meant to force the pace. which seems .
to me largely to ignore his special talent. :

The story concerns an argument about
a Pacific island which a number of
countries, including Britain, would like |
to use as a base. Mr. Wisdom, a filing
clerk, finds himself whisked off to
Geneva, and eventually standing in as
a delegate to maintain the strength of
Britain's voice. Of course, there are in-
trigue, dirty work, pretty girls, and so
on. and because he wrote a simple man's
simple letter to the island queen Mr.
Wisdom suddenly finds himself invited
to bargain from a Position of Strength.
Inia Te Wiata, by the way, has a small-
ish part as a Pacific island delegate.
John Paddy Carstairs girected.

DEEP IN MY HEART
(M.G.M.) |
)EEP IN MY HEART, directed by
Stanley Donen, is largely an excep-
tion to the comic note this week, for the !
songs of Sigmund Romberg, whose life ;
story the film tells, were never meant
to.be treated as a joke. I'm sure Mr.
Romberg, at any rate, took their senti-
ment pretty seriously, and his speech
at the end of the film had me just a
little uncomfortable. All the same, I
wouldn't have missed this 11,000-footer ;
for anything, for right in the middle was .
the most succulent comic plum of the
week: a one-man run-through of one of :
his own shows by Mr. Romberg (played :
by Jose Ferrer), which had me helpless.
Actually, as musical biographies go. this
is quite a good one which doesn't seem
as long as it is-——a fair enough test. Mr. :
Ferrer. who never does a shoddy job.’
makes a credible and generally likeable
composer, supported principally by
Helen Traubel as his friend Anna Muel- :
ler, Merle Oberon (how nice to see her .
again) as Dorothy Donnelly, who wrote
some of his shows, and Doe Avedon as
the girl he married. The incidents from
his private life, especially the love story,
are worth telling and well told; and the
best of the numbers from his shows,
presented by an impressive collection
of guest stars, are exciting to watch and |
listen to. To select two from the many: :
personally I never tire of Cyd Charisse ;

The WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS

OPEN YQUR PIANO and
PLAY THESE SONGS
PRICE 2/6 per copy

“WISE MAN OR A FOOL"

“MEMORIES ARE
MADE OF THIS”

20 TINY FINGERS”

“MOMENTS TO REMEMBER"

"SUDDENLY THERE'S
A VALLEY”

“SEVENTEEN"
“BLACK DENIM TROUSERS"

(And Moter-cycle Boots!

"ROCK AROUND
THE ISLAND”
“WHERE WILL THE DIMPLE BE?"
“CARA MIAY T vsiowLy”
“IT'S A SIN TO TELL A LIE”
“TINA_MARIE” “CARIBBEAN"
F. & D.’s Standard Song Hits

for Piano Accordion
iContaining 15 songs — easv bass!

Price 4/-
ALL MUSIC SELLERS

QOr direct from the Dubhshers‘,
J. ALBERT AND SON, PTY., LTD..
2-4 Witlis Street, Wellington.

“l am 58 and a |good

weight to carry about,

over 16 stone ... But as
soon as | feel a
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act directly on sluggish kidneys so
that harmful impurities (cause of
so much backache, joint pains and
rheumatism) can be promptly
flushed away. You will have un-
mistakable evidence of this within a
few hours of taking your first dose!
So start a course of De Witt's Pills
NOW. See how quickly your
pains go—then how this grand
family medicine makes you feel
better and brighter in every way,
and enjoy life more! Prices.¥6
and #6.
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A productof €.C. DeWITT & Co.(N.Z.)Led.
9 HerbertStreet. Wellington. New Zealand

for pres, casseroles
and all meat dishes

Who said made-up dishes need be dull? Dor’t you
believe it! BISTO gives you new appetizing ways with
old favourites ... brings out flavour to perfection.
And always use BISTO for the richest gravy, so quick,

b e

it browns. thickens and seas H ousty,
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TRADE ENQUIRIES TO A. A. STICHBURY LTD., 8 GUTHRIE ST., WELLINGTON.
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