be entertained, as surely and completely
as a fair ground crowd are entertained
by a Wall of Death rider. This view
of the relation of artist and audience,
one feels, is worth its weight in deuter-
ium. Tt governs French literature and
humanises even the armour-plated ex-
istentialists. It makes Jean Giraudoux’s
play live and snappy every centimetre
of the way, crammed with conscious
anachronisms and crisp as a lettuce
leaf. It all begins when young Paris,
yvachting off the coast of Greece, hooks
Helen without her Bikini suit, while
her husband bellows over the water and
yanks a crab from bis big toe. Helen
sees life in pictures, unfortunately for
peace-loving Hector and the city of
Troy: *. . . When I imagine the future
some of the pictures | see are coloured,
and some are dull and drab. And up to
now it has always been the coloured
scenes which have happened in the
end.”

Hector does not want war; nor does
Ulysses. But war breaks upon them
through the ironic farce of human van-
ity. No one is really to blame. The
vigorous and witty pessimism of the
piay sharpens the reader’s wits, Chris-
topher Fry is the right man to transiate
it, Surely it could be played here.

—James K. Baxter

GUIDE TO THE BRAIN

THE HUMAN BRAIN, by john Pleiffer; Vic-
tor Gollancz, English price 16:-.
PARTS of this book are first-rate. Into
the first ten chapters the author
packs a layman's guide to his brain. The
information is accurate, plainly pre-
sented and well within the background
knowledge of most folk. By page 147
the reader has come to some under-
standing, however approximate, of the
" most complicated
structure in the uni-
verse, Perhaps, too,
with a certain un-
easiness about using
his brain to exam-
ine his brain.
The six chapters
‘ which follow are
o @ devoted to mental
-y . disease with a heavy
" i leaning towards the
b °  brain surgery and
spectacular treatments which sometimes
make headlines. One wonders if Pfeiffer
is pandering to the morbid interest that
“operations” have for some people,
The book ends with two chapters on
“electronic brains” in which these com-
puting devices are - simply explained;

for, after all, théy are simple things.
This leads naturally to speculation on
the possibility of original thought by

Parking Metres

BOOK SHOP

N the Book Shop programme on Wednes-
doy, May 2, Robert Goodman will review
three books: “The Day of the Monkey,” by
David Karp; “Loot and Loyalty,” by Jerzy
Pietrkiewitz; and “The Road,” by Harry
Martenson. J. H. Rose will discuss “Ascent
of K.2,” by Professor Ardito Desio; and the
Rev. Alun Richards will talk about “The
Whispering Gallery” (John
“Surprised by Joy” (C. S, Lewis),

s

.

the machine. The point is. I think, dis-

posed of when one considers that, in!

Lehmann) and .

framing the instructions for what the :

machine is to do, one practically de-

signs the machine. The possibilities of :

a machine having control of its own
power source do not occur to Pfeiffer.
They have not eluded the comic strip
purveyors, Nor the physicists, Such a
machine is dangerous.

If you believe that mind is merely
the brain in action this book will
broaden your understanding, The chap-
ters on memory are masterly. Thase
who think that the mind is something

more will be in difficulty with Pfeiffer. !
He finds the experimental data suffi-:

cient. Sufficient, that is, to account for
the phenomena he -describes.

—J.D.McD.
THE CLAIMS OF LOVE

ASPECTS QF LOVE, by David Garnett;
Chatto and Windus, English price 8:6.
WOMEN DIE TWICE, by Paule Lafeuille;
Victor Gollancz, English price /6.
SHADOWED JOURNEY, by Mavis Win-
der; A, H. and A. W. Reed Ltd., N.Z. price
9/6. A PIECE OF LUCK, by Frances
?2:'75‘; Patton; Victor Gollancz, English price

HE aspect of love which chiefly pre-

occupies David Garnett in his new
short novel (first for 20 years) is its un-
predictability, Rose, the first heroine,
is French, matter of fact, and embarrass-
ingly honest. She finds it perfectly
straightforward to pass on from a juv-
enile Englishman to his sixty-year-old
uncle. Years later it is equally suitable
for the same young men to fall in love
with Rose’s fourteen-year-old daughter.
The plot is neat—a diminished version
of La Ronde. The treatment is decor-
ous. The whole work is graceful, Am
I imagining things, or do I detect a
certain weariness?

Sophistication, too—under a facade
of goggling simplicity—is the dominant
characteristic of Women Die Twice, In-
cidentally, its blurb is more than usually
misleading. Like David Garnett’s book,
this novel translated from the French,
is neat, short and handles loves with

(continued on next page)
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WITH ALL THY VOLTS | LOVE THEE STILL

ORTY years on—maybe thirty or twenty-—

Kilowatts pour from the nuclear piles—

Bores geothermal in copious plenty—-
Hydro-electric Department all smiles—
Thanks to the efforts of scientist chaps

Blessed with the brains of da Vincis and Platos,

Submarine cables to Sydney perhaps——

Sending them power in exchange for potatoes.

Householders basking in lots of hot water—

Cabinet Ministers getting in none—
Price of it down to a half or a quarter—
Who can dispute it? Well, I do, for one.
Forty years on, near 2000 A.D.,

I shall be feeble, decrepit and wizened,
Listening still to the powers that be
Making excuse for the power that isn't.

N.Z. LISTENER, APRIL 27, 1956,

#. BANNERMAN

CONCERTO MODEL PIANO

Give your family the priceless gift of musical pleasure. A piano’
especially designed for the smaller, modern home. Beautifully
styled casework is made from rich, scientifically seasoned timbers,
The tone, volume and responsive touch are world famous and
backed by an organisation with the largest and most modern
piano factory in Europe. These instruments feature Gilt all over
iron frames, overstrung with non-corrosive strings, and under-
damper actions to give that full rich tone.

Stocks readily available in walnut, dark and natural mahogany

shades, highly polished. .Prices from £223-10-0 main ports for

the Concerto Model. Height 3 feet 7% inches.

UPRIGHT GRAND MOQDEL—The full rich tone, amozing

volume and perfect touch will satisfy the most critical musician.,

Height 4 feet, Prices from £242-10-0 main ports.

Available from:—

R. Laurie & Co., Whangarei; Piano Traders Ltd., Auckland; C, A, Ja¢kson &
Co., Hamilton; Archie B. Crabbe, Matamata; Ces Williams Ltd., Cambridge;
Judd’s Radio Specialties, Tauranga; Te Aroha Melody House, Te Aroha; Bell &
Hodgson, Waimana; R. A, Bonner Ltd., Putaruru; Hanlens Piano Co., Gisborne;
Radio Sales & Service, Wairoa; Lockyers, Napier, Hastings; Newton King
Ltd., New Plymouth; McDonald’s Music Store, Stratford; Radio MHouse Ltd.,
Taumarunui; Piano Service Co., Palmerston North; H. G, Owers, 50 Courte~
nay Place, Wellington; Fairbairn Radio Sales & Service, Richmond; Trevor
Horne, Nelson; Robt. Francis Ltd., Christchurch, Timaru, Hokitika, Grey=
mouth, Westport; S. W. Dwan, Balclutha; Wray Wilson, Invercargiil.

SOLE N.Z. FACTORY REPRESENTATIVES:
DIRECT IMPORTS (N.Z.) LTD., P.O. BOX 72, HASTINGS.

SEE YOUR SKINTROUBLE G0

IN A FEW DAYS .

Make this test. Spots, pimples, eczema and
rashes do not heal unless you get at their cause,
the germs beneath the skin.

Valderma, the new antiseptic balm, gets right
under the pores and gives relief almost immed-
iately. See for yourself. Rub a little Valderma
on your skin where the trouble is, several times
a day.

Witgin a day or two you will see and feel the
difference. In a few days your skin will be clear
and healthy. Valderma is creafny, non-greasy,
does not clog the pores, allows septic matter to
escape. . It is soothing and healing. You simply
rub Valderma in and watch your skin improve.
Available everywhere in handy tubes priced at 21,

VALDERMA RCRIGReAsY “BALm
Made in New Zealand

.3 for Dae Health Laboratories Ltd,, London,
by Stanford Laboratories Ltd., 5 Manuka Street, Wellington,

SPOTS GONE
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