
ForTrulyDistinctiveFloorsSee
Christie'$Flooring Specialists

SPECIAL FLOORING JUST
MADE FOR SPECIAL
ROOMS

CHRISTIE'$
Flooring Specialists
can makehundredsofsuggestions for
individually crafted, attractive and
original designs for such specialrooms as KITCHENS BATHROOM,
LAUNDRIES PORCHES, DINING
ROOMS, PLAYROOMS and NUR-
SERIES.
Now is the time to plan YOUR special
flooring colourful and distinctive
floors, custom-built to conform to the
plan and decor of every room, are 0feature of our expert FLOORING SERVICE
Borders and feature strips installed tocontrast with the main colour motif, to-
gether with pleasing linoset inlay designsfish, ships Or birds for bathrooms,cooks for kitchens,etc:, etc: are used
by our highly trained craftsmen to helpcreate those patterns which delight every
discriminating home owner.
Remember! If you can call on US OUT
expert Flooring Consultant till bring
samples to You for inspection and selectionin the prwvacy of your O1n home. Re:
member. too, we no1 give a written

guarantee.

CHRISTIE$
FLOORING SPECIALISTS
514 MAIN STREET,

PALMERSTON NORTH. Ph. 3794.

G. H. BENNETT
AND COMPANY LIMITED

SCHOOL TEACHERS:
FOR ALLYOURNEEDS
READERS, S0CiAL
STUDIES, JANET AND
JOHNMATERIAL_IN
FACT ALL EDUCA
TIONALBOOKS, CALL
WRiTE OR PHONE
5560, PALMERSTON
NORTH.

THE
NEW EDUCATIONAL
DEPARTMENT OF
G. H. BENNETT AND
COMPANY LIMITED

856
Modern living demands a
high standard ofefficiencyand progress

CONGRATULATIONS 2ZA
ON YOUR OUTSTANDING SUCCESS!

Like Station 2ZA, we keep up
with the times and our personal
service stores offer the highest
quality up-to-the-minute Contem-
porary Furniture and Furnishings
alongwith thefinestinTraditional
Decor. The very latest in House
hold Appliances and Radios arealso available in our qualified
Home Service Division and what S
more we offer the service that
everybody is seeking-~the wonder-ful budget-saving, easy credit,
easy terms plan that is the perfect
answer to happy homes?

REES Furnishing
Palmerston NorthandMarton

VOICE OF THE MANAWATU
(continued from previous page)

which required the presence of a studio
audience were occasionally enlivened
when someone fainted in the crush. So
far as is known, this never happened
to an announcer; like Himalayan moun-
taineers, 2ZA announcers became ac-
climatised to lack of oxygen.
The increasing use of tape recorders
added a few more difficulties, There"
were two ways of recording: (1) Choose
a time when a recorded feature (usually
fifteen minutes) was being broadcast on
the control-room turntable, and dash
into the studio to make as much of
the time as possible. Sound insulation

| wasn’t too good, however, and bits ‘of
the feature usually filtered in. (2)
Choose a time when the Station Man-
ager wasn’t in his office (or just chase
him out into the street), and record
there. But this room, besides being dis-
puted territory, was not acoustically
perfect either, and not all recordings

|
are improved by the sounds of a bust-
| ling town; train whistles and such. The
2ZA staff were not happy about the
quality of their recordings, and they
pointed out they could do better all
round with more room to work. In
time, as these things tend to come
about, the principle of new premises
was approved. The NZBS bet on the
future of Palmerston North by buying
rather than renting a building -about
300 yards from 2ZA’s original home.
Tradesmen were called in to fit out
the framework, and by November 30,
1955, the framework was ready to take
the gear which would make the building
a radio station. ‘
W. P. Huggins, NZBS Senior Engi-
neer in charge of installations, sent a
team to Palmerston North under H. W.
Nixon, whose last job of this nature had
been three years ago at 2XP, New
Plymouth. The installation took two and
a half months, and amongst other
things, used up three and a half milesof lead cable. One of the fancier oper-
ations was moving the 83-foot mast for
the emergency transmitter, which stood
on the roof of the old building. As it

was not possible to get this into thelift and out of the building as it stood
(the lift was an obsolescent, non-ex-
panding type), it had to ‘be stripped
right down, moved 300 yards down
Broadway, and reassembled on the new
roof. This was completed within two
weeks, using conventional tools like
wrenches, rather than helicopters and
ice axes.
The mast is doing the same job asit was on the old building: acting as
aerial for the 2 kw. emergency trans-
mitter, but with the new electronic
gear installed in this building the trans-
mitter can be controlled from’ the
studio panel in case of failure in the
main transmitter, instead of the pre-
vious method of control from the trans-
mitter site, which entails long breaks in
transmission.
Technical refinements abound in
these studios, Much preliminary work
was done in the way of acoustic
measurement, so that the correct placing
of dampening and resonant materials
in the walls, floor and ceiling will. en-
sure that the acoustic properties come
near the ideal for the purpose and
dimensions of the rooms.
The microphone switches controlled
by the announcers have complex func-
tions: in fact, they seem to do every-
thing but lock the doors and set offthe burglar aldrms. There are the well-
known red lights, of course, discourag-
ing casual visitors from entering and
making irrelevant talk in front of an
open microphone. The microphone
‘switches also cut off the speakers of
the talk-back communications system,
of which there is one in each room.
The announcer’s telephone is _ for-
bidden to ring merrily, or even buzz,
at the wrong moment. When the an-nouncer’s microphone is open, a green
light shows on the telephonist’s board
‘at the reception desk, so the receptionist
will know:that she cannot put a phone
call through to the announcer. In the:
same way, a white light shows. whenthe microphone in the main. studio is.open.
From the control oan the iechibdidien
can give cues with a _ switch which

OUT OF THE OLD: 2ZA staff men, led by Basil Oliver, begin shifting the
station's 20,000 records


