Books

FOUR AGAINST TIME

CHAMPION IN EXILE, by Jaroslav Drobny;
Hodder and Stoughton, English price 15--.
INNOCENCE UNDER THE ELMS, by
Louise Dickinson Rich; Robert Hale, Eng-
lish price 15/-. GUARDSMAN, by Alan
Roland; Museum Press, English price 12 6.
MY WRITING LIFE, by Neil Bell; Alvin
Redman, English price 16/-

{Reviewed by David Hall)

HESE autobiographies have

nothing in common, except

that they prompt the reflec-
tion that even a fourth-rate per-
sonal narration is a great deal
more interesting than most second-
rate novels, And I don’t mean to imply
that these books are fourth-rate, still
less that they are all first-rate.

As a person, a “human being,” the
exiled Czech sportsman, Drobny, attracts
me most of these four, He is so per-
fectly convinced that we really want to
know how he came to win at Wimbledon
in 1954, and at so many other places,
that his book does become genuinely
enthralling, even to someone like me
who knows about as much about tennis
(or ice hockey, Drobny’s second accom-
plishment) as about the pedigrees of
racehorses. Drobny escaped from behind
the Iron Curtain in 1950 simply by not
going home from a tournament in Switz-
erland. Today he lives in England, but
it was Egypt that gave him citizenship.

Nearly all the numerous photographs
show the bearlike champion swiping left-
handedly at a ball, at once amiable and
intensely serious.

Louis® Dickinson Rich describes her
childhood in a New England small town
with calculated fluency and charm. The
Saturday Evening Post would just lap
this up. so whoelesome and gay and
folksy it is. She represents one of the
strongest American superstitions, that all
nice people come up the hard way, or at
feast find happiness only in simple
things. Undoubtedly she is a nice person.

Guardsman describes the life of a
young man joining the Grenadier Guards
in the nineteen-thirties and ends with
the outbreak of war. It tends to dis-
count the idea that Guards regiments
have especially tough discipline—plenty
of ceremonial stuff, yes. But these
memoirs, even with love episodes thrown
in, are a little thin to make a book,

and the author’s personality is only
dimly glimpsed.
Neil Bell exhibits his personality

quite clearly in this story of his literary
career, from the beginnings as a young
teacher earning pocket money writing
children’s stories to the fully fledged
novelist. With some 80 books behind
him, he has achieved at least a quantita-
tive success. He writes vigorously and
gives advice about the business side of
authorship which will be valuable to

JAROSLAV

young writers entering a contracting
market. He has plenty of crotchets, but
disarms us by confessing to most of
them. He has a “thing” about reviewers:
“For why write about a book if you dis-
like it? There is but one answer to
that question, and it does small credit
to those it concerns,” Prickly. unbid-

DROBNY
“A fourth-rate personal narration fis more Interesting than most second-rate
novels”

dable, shoulder-chipped, but cherishing
a harsh integrity, Neil Bell will realise
I am just another of those snooty con-
spirators, unable to give credit where it
is overdue., when I stoop to remind
him that he himself tells us that most
people dislike him on a first acquaint-
ance.
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Smoother — more comfortabie
shaves guaranteed with
Paimolive Shave Preparations!

Whetheryou prefera tather
cream, a brushless cream or
a shave stick, you’ll find real
shaving comfortin Palmolive
Shave Preparations.

PalmoliveLather. Softens
the beard, yet soothes the
skin.

Palmolive Brushless. A

GUARANTEE
Try sny one of these Palmolive Shave
Preparations for just ewo weeks, If you're
not convinced that it gives you a smooth-
etr, more comfortable shave than ever
before, return the remainder of the tube,
jar or stick to us and your money will
be refunded in full.

quick, slick shave—no brush
needed.

Palmolive Shave Stick.
A real economy buy, 200
smooth shaves foronly 114d,

new sensational improvements!

You'll find them in the Empire Aristocrat—full-sized platen for
even type impression . ., . standard keyboard . . . new feed
" rollers and paper plate that makes child’s play of feeding thin
paper or slippery labels. Complete with sturdy carrying case.

CASH OR EASY TERMS—1 YEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Free touch tuping course with each model.
sor FREE (flustrated Crocnure pOST tis advertisement with your name and address 1o

BRITISH TYPEWRITERS LTD,

Whangarei Box 242, Auckland Box 1940, Hamilton Box 533, New Plymouth Box 127,

Palmerston North Box 563, Hastings Box 660, Wellington Box 728, Christchurch ‘Box 801,

Timaru Box 173, Dunedin Box 796, Invercargili Box 9, Tavranga Agent: Bay of Pleniy
Typewriters Ltd., 48 Willow St. €1
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