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Gems from
CLASSICAL SECTION

of the Marceh, 1956. Releases

*

H.M.V. 12in. RED LABEL ALP SERIES (39/9 cach)

ALP 1214 ALSO SPRACH ZARATHUSTRA, Op. 30 (Richard Strauss).
DANCE OF THE SEVEN VEILS, from “SALOME.” -
—Fritz Reiner conducting the Chicago Symphony Orchestra,
ALP 1255/6 (2 records) THE MIKADO (Music by A. Suflivan; Libretto by W. S.
Gilbert). Cast: Darrell Fancourt, Derek Oldham, Martyn Green, Sydney
Granville, Leslie Rands, Radley Flynn, Brenda Bennett, Marjorie Eyre. E.
Nickell-Lean. Josephine Curtis.
—S8ymphony Orchestra and Chorus  conducted by Isidore Godfrey.
Recorded under the direction of Rupert D'Ovly Carte, June, 1936.
SYMPHONY No. 6 IN F MAJOR, “PASTORAL” (Beethoven); and
A COMPARISON WITH THE SOUNDS OF NATURE,
—ULeopold Stokowsit conducting members of the NBC Symphony Orchestra.

ALP 1273/5 (3 records) DIE ZAUBERFLOTE—‘‘THE MAGIC FLUTE"” (Mozart),
Cast: Wilhelm Strienz, Helge Roswaenge, Walter Grossmann, Ernest Fabbry,
Ema Berger, Tiana Lemnitz, Hitde Scheppan, Elfride Marherr. Rut Berglund,
Gerhard Husch, Irma Beilke Heinrich Tessmer, Carla Spletter.
~—Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus conducted by Sir Thomas
Beecham, Bart. (Recorded in 1937). :
ALP 1278/9 (2 records) PETITE MESSE SOLENNELLE (Rossini).
Cast: Mancini (sopranc), Oralia Dominguez (vontralto), Giuseppe Berdin
(tenor). Mario Petri (bass).
——Coro Polifonico dell’ Accademia di Santa Cecilia di Roma (Chorus
Master, Bonaventura Somma; Pianists, Gina Gorini and Carlo Vidusso;
Organist, Ferruccio Vignanelli: Conductor, Renato Fasano).
- ALP 1289/92 (4 records) “DON CARLO” (Verdi).
Cast: RBoris Christoff, Mario Filippeschi, Tito Gobbi, Giulio Neri, Plinio
Clabassi, Antonietta Stella, Elena Nicolai, Loretta de Lelio, Paoli Caroli,
Orietta Moscucci. -
—Orchestra and Chorus of the Opera House, Rome,
Santini (Chorus Master, Giuseppe Conca;
Catania; Maestro Collaboratore,
Recorded in the Opera House,

H.M.V. 12in. PLUM LABEL CLP SERIES (35/6 each)

CLP 1051 THE TWENTY-FOUR PRELUDES, Op. 28 (Chopin).
—Moura Lympany (pianoforte).

33CX SERIES (39/9 each) and 33CXS
SERIES (29/6 each)

$3CXS 1289, 33CX 1290/91 (3 records) (1 single side)
(Rossini}. Cast: Nicola Rosi-Lemeni, Maria Meneghini Callas, Nicolai Gedda,
Jolanda Gardino, Piero de Ima, Franco Calabrese, Mariano Stabile.
~—Orchestra and Chorus of La Scala Opera House, Milan. Harpsichord,
Elio Cantamesse; Chorus Master, Vittore Veneziani; Conductor, Gian-
andrea Gavazzeni. (Recorded in co-operation with “E. A, Teatro alla
Scala,” Milan.) Sung in Italien.
33CX 1292/4 (3 records) ARIADNE AUF NAXOS (Richard Strauss). :
Cast: Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Rita Streich, Irmgard Seefried, Rudolf Schock,
Alfred Neugebauer, Karl Donch, Gerhard Unger, Hugues Cuenod, Erich
Strauss, Otakar Kraus, Lisa Otto, Grace Hoffman, Anny Felbermayer, Her-
mann Prey, Fritz Ollendorff, Helmut Krebs.
—The Philharmonia Orchestra (Conductor,
: in German.

DECCA 12in. LXT SERIES (39/9 each)

LXT 5054/6 (3 records) “BORIS GODUNOV" {Mussorgseky ).
st; Miro Changalovich (bass), Sofiyva Jankovich {mezzo-soprano), Zlata
Sesardich (soprano), Militza Mitandinovich {mezzo-soprano), Stepan Andra-
shevich (tenor), Dushan Popcvich (baritone), Branko Pivnichki (bass), Miro
Brajnik (tenor), Melanie Bugarinovich (mezzo-soprano), Zharko Tzveych
(bass), Zhika Milosavlievich (tenor), Dragomir Ninkovich (bass), Ivan
Murkashki (bass).
—With Chorus and Oschestra of the National Opera,,
ducted by Kreshimir Baranovich.
LXT 5065/6 (2 records) SYMPHONY No. 4 IN E FLAT MAJOR-—“ROMANTIC”
. (Bruckner) (3 sides).
SIEGFRIED IDYLL (Wagner) (fourth side).
. ~—Hans Knappertsbusch conducting the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra,

ALP 1268

conducted by Gabriele
Assistant Conductor, Ugo
Luigi Ricci). Sung in Italian.
Rome.

COLUMSBIA 12in.

IIL. TURCO IN ITALIA

Herbert Van Karajan). Sung

Belgrade, con-

| These Records are available at your nearest H.M.V. Dealer. l

Ask your H.M.V. Dealer for the latest L.P. and Popular
Record Lists.
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Russia Without Stalin

R. KHRUSHCHOV, First
Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Com-

munist Party in Russia, is a short

and sturdy man who can speak in
public for five or six hours with-
out signs of distress. At the 20th
Party Congress a few weeks ago
he presented the report of the
Central Committee, a statement
that filled more than 90 pages of
foolscap, closely typed. It was a
momentous speech of which much
has already been heard, mainly
because it endorsed the change
from autocracy to “collective lead-
ership,” and foreshadowed the
attack on Stalin. Yet the repudia-
tion of the leader cult has not
taken place suddenly and without
preparation.

Some observers believe that Mr.
Khrushchov is presiding over the
removal of Stalin so that presently
his own effigy might occupy the

pedestal. This could still be true::

it may at least be said that Mr.
Khrushchov, in throwing the first
brick” at the dead lion, was either
brave or secure. There is much
evidence, however, that thesCom-

munist regime has become less

rigid. If a new leader arose in
Russia he could not in the present
situation be another Stalin. The
regime is committed to policies
which favour the spread of respon-

sibility. World opinion is better

understood and is not entirely dis-
regarded, in spite of the truculence
of Soviet propaganda. Many
forced labour and concentration
camps were disbanded last year;
a new criminal code has been com-
pleted; and wages and pensions
for lower paid workers are to be
increased, apparently at the ex-
pense of the managerial groups.
“For the first time for 30 years,”
wrote Isaac Deutscher in The
Times, London, “the Soviet rulers
have attacked social inequality.
Soviet opinion will certainly see
in this the guarantee of a progres-
sive  democratisation of the
regime.”

Democracy in Russia, it is true,
has little resemblance to Western

ideas and practices. Deutscher
pointed out that there was still no
sign of “Leninist inner party de-
mocracy” at the Congress. Resolu-
tions were adopted with the usual
unanimity; no delegate rose to
criticise Mr. Khrushchov or his
colleagues. “Nor did the Central
Committee expose frankly the
differences of opinion which had
arisen in its midst in the interval
between the two Congresses and
appeal to the Congress for a ver-
dict.” This may, as Deutscher sug-
gests, be only a transitional stage.
The alternatives still seem to be
a widening of freedom within the
Party or the appearance of a new
dictator. Whatever may be said of
milder  policies since Stalin, the
mood of government remains
paternal; and although paternalism
can be benevolent, it can change
swiftly to sternness.

In every department of Russian
life may be heard the admonish-
ing voice, “Creative work in liter-
ature and art,” said the Central
Committee’s report, “must be per-
meated with the spirit of struggle
for Communism, it must . .. culti-
vate a socialist mentality and a
comradely sense of duty.” Stalin
used much harsher words on the
same theme (his dislike of other
people’s writings was equalled
only by the dullness of his own);
but in spite of the gentler mood
it is still a stick that is being
shaken at the artists. Yet in trying
to understand events and changes
in Russia it is too easy to use
standards of judgment which have
no historical justification in that
country. The comparison to be
looked for is not between what is
done there and here, but between
Russia of yesterday and today. A
movement away , from Stalinism
by no means implies a repudiation
of Communist doctrine. It does,
however, imply a weakening of
tyranny; and it offers grounds for
hope that “peaceful co-existence,”
or at least a state of mutual toler-
ation in East "and West, is a
practical aim in politics,
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