
LIFE AMONG THE SEA DYAKS
|? was towards the end of last yearthat William R. Roff, talks officer
with the NZBS, woke to the "enormous
crow of a cock" in the village of Kano-
wit, on the Rejang River in Sarawak,
Borneo. He dressed in the dark listening
to "the first gentle stirrings of the day
in Kanowit. I went into the street. The
rain, like an overnight cleaner, had
washed and gone, and the first light
from the East shone back from the
smooth surface of the river strewn with
endless floating blossoms. By it I could
see the Kanowit bazaar . . . all sorts
of shops, yet all of the same kind. Most
had something of everything but more
of one thing. This perhaps was the
chemist, for he had more ointments,
herbs and packets of flyblown soap than
umbrellas, brass trays and tins of bis-
cuits. Another was certainly the tailor,
for I could see his sewing machines be-
hind the rows of umbrellas, brass trays
and tins of biscuits. Bang went the
shutters, bang clatter, and now the
street wes full of people, carrying water,
fetching wood, teking the Washing to
the river, stepping on geese and children.
And the radios roared, the pans banged,
the people shouted and the noise rose
like steam from a pot coming to the
boil. ..
"And with that we were away, en-
veloped in our outboard maelstrom,
heading up the Rejang-like all rivers
in Borneo, the main highway, the larder,
the well and the bath. It flows like a
carelessly thrown ribbon, a mile wie in
parts, between endlessly green banks,
and we tacked from side to side to avoid
the force of the full, brown monsoon
flood . . . so, trailing behind us the cry
of Kanowit, we swept on up river, an
ever narrowing river now, towards the

quieter reaches of the jungle and the
Dyak longhouse that was our destina-
tion."
In his documentary, Ulu Rejang
("Ulu" means "interior’"’), to be heard
from the YAs and 4YZ on Sunéay,
April 8, at 9.30 am., Mr. Roff records
the events of the day and night he
spent in that longhouse where lived 80
to 100 Sea Dyaks, a people whose
friendliness and charm he found not at
all impaired by the fact that, not so
long since, they were headhunters. The

headman of the longhouse (seen below
with his family) was Penghulu Jugah,
paramount headman for 40 similar-sized
longhouses. He himself had taken one
head-that of a Japanese during the last
war. A feature of Mr. Roff’s document-
ary is the recordings of the longhouse
orchestra, similar to that shown on the
top of the page, with its inkurumong,
a row of gongs played with two wooden
batons, its bebendai, a hanging gong,
its tawak, a big deep gong held between
the knees, and its ketetsong, a drum
shaped something like an egg-timer.

WILLIAM ROFF, of the NZBS Talks Department, with Penghulu (Chief)
Jugah and his family—his mother Cherai, on left; his daughter Sudau (wearing

head-dress), and his wife Indot

DRESSCUTTiNG
Made Easy
"THE EXACT CUTTINGGUIDE"
Solves All Problems

NO FITTING WORRIES NO PATTERNSTOBUY.
Cut to Measure Immediately by
Tape Measure _
FITTING ADULTS' CHIL

PSREESTDREN'S WEAR in five minutes: ThoPerfect method without tedious; old-fashion-
ed drafting; complicated rulers or methods.Make your smart; perfect-fitting Frocks Or
Suits, dainty Children 5 Wear for only the costof thematerial.This cutting guide is not 2 book t is 2
specially prepared guide enabling 23 different
patterns of adults' and childrenS wear to becut to perfect measurement immediately. It
tcaches how t0 cut for all types of figures;
how to cut for figures with thick upper arms;
disproportionate figures; smalland large SizesIt teaches the cutting of one and two-piece
sleeves; collars; jackets;cardigan jackets. skirts;
cutting correct armhoies, etc. Many subjects
too numerous to detail. It saves pounds for
not having to buy paper patterns; it saves
time and worrV_ t convevs fittinghints to the
user- "THE EXACT CUTTING GUIDE" is
prepared by 4 qualified tailor. The perfect fityou have always desired_ but never get_ is 25-
sured when you use "THE EXACT CUTTING
GUIDE
PRICE, 10/- EACH, POST PAID
Worth Pounds Saves Pounds

"THE EXACT CUTTING GUIDE"
Is only obtainable in New Zealand from Sole
Agent; Modern Designers;
SMODERN DESIGNERS;
DEPT. L,

PO: BOX 6289 WELLINGTON

ATA NAY
WhIte.LILYFoRMula

AIAWN8FeusrkodSLEANSER

gently cleans
porcelain2enamel8'paintwork

New "MARVIN"
GLASS POINT PEN

9/9Post Free.
Needs No Refills
Wonderful; precision-cut glass point nib
writes S0 freely it Aat-ters your handwritingFills like a fountain
pen uses any ink: Nomore costiy refills
no smudge the Marvin
writes freely in any position:our choice of two nibs: Med
ium; for average use writes
through severa] carbons_ Finenib for bookkeepers; students.
Both nibs are fullv
GUARANTERD YEAR 9/9
(Extra nib; /6.)
If vour statinner cannot
supnlv; write
NZ Distributors;
MARVIN (NZ) LTD,
6 Boilcott Street,
Wellington

BAt


