
cerity and rather unyielding earnestness
command respect.
The best poems in this volume are
those intensely personal ones dedicatedto the memory of his wife, especiallythe "Sonnets of Departure," in which
the reader has almost the sense of eaves-
dropping. To other, more conventional
themes, such as "Trees" and "Retro-
spect,’ Mr. Hervey’s sobriety of treat-
ment lends an air of still urgency. The
least happy poems are those in which a
lyrical opening dies away in a mere
rhetorical flourish.
His weakness seem to me to be his tend-
ency to use images as illustrations rather
than to integrate them with the whole
structure and a lack of. light to offset
his shade; his strengths a direct attack
on his subjects anda decent modesty
which rarely allows him to venture be-
yond his proper themes.
THE PRACTICAL SAINT
SAINT ON THE MARCH, by Hallam Tenny-
son; Victor Gollancz, English price 13/6
N the western countries where each
man jostles anxiously at the feast of
money and status, and we call the jost-
ling healthy competition, the pursuit of
holiness comes to us‘as an afterthought;
in India, with its vast population, ocean
of poverty, and average life expectation of
twenty-six years, the delusion of material
security becomes more transparent, and
it seems they accept their saints not as
freaks but as leaders. How otherwise
could Vinoba Bhave, the spiritual suc-
cessor of Gandhi, accomplish a major
land-reform by persuading zemindars to
give their land and money to the landless
classes. without any hope of profit, for
ee
8"sR
of holy charity?

. Tennyson (a descendant of the-: written from first-hand experi-
ence an account of Vinoba and his
labours, clear, unspectacular, well on the
sane side of idolatry. He compares
Gandhi, with his great heart and fallible
humanity, to the banyan tree which
touches the ground at a hundred differ-
ent points; Vinoba to an unattached con-
sistent star shining equally on all. This
is his explanation of the astounding
land-transfer of three million acres
(Vinoba aims at the eventual transfer of
fifty million; acres, one-sixth of the. cul-
tivable land of India): "... We all know
what happens to. the average person
when he is trusted by a man he respects.
He does his level best to prove worthy
of the trust. Imagine the effect of being

trusted by someone whom you and others
reverence as a saint. Is not a~saint’s
smile well worth a dozen acres?"
Mg. Tennyson may be mistaken in his
estimate of Vinoba. Yet Vinoba’s state-
ments and actions are sufficiently re-
markable to give his view support. Here
is an account of a village meeting:
".. . Most of the songs sung by the
escort were Socialist, but imbedded in
the rest was a famous devotional lyric,
‘Who will come to Brindaban to see
Krishna?’ Hearing this, Vinoba said: ‘I
am in Brindaban and every villager-
man; woman or child-is an incarnation
of God’s spirit. You are all my Krishnas
and I have come to worship you.,’"
As the statement of a ‘hard-headed,
humorous ascetic of fifty-seven conduct-
‘ing expertly and tirelessly the huge de-
tail of land-transfer and the formation
of village co-operatives, this remark de-
serves notice. One can understand the
comparative unsuccess of Christian
missions in India when Hindu asceticism
has room for a man like Vinoba. Per-
haps we need to learn holiness from the
Hindus. James K. Baxter

BOOK SHOP
HREE thrillers will be reviewed by John
Morris, of Wellington, in the Book Shop
session on April 4: "The Man Who Didn't
Fly," by Margot Bennett; "Half Way to
Murder," by Simon Troy; and "The Woman
on the Roof," by Helen Neilson. J. E.
Strachan, of Christchurch, will talk about
"Voluntary Association and Social Progress,"
by Lady Morris, and "Journey Into a Fog,"
by Margareta Hamerschlag. Jess Whitaker
will describe a biography of Hector Berlioz.

JOHN BRODIE’S MEMORIAL
THE MAN IN OUR LIVES, by John Brodie
(John Guthrie), newyp Neville Spear-man, English price 7/6
A REPRINT of one of his best booksis an appropriate memorial to an
author. If The Man In Our Lives is not
"John Guthrie’s" best, it is the one that
brings John Brodie to us most clearly.
The identity of the setting is now
openly revealed. John Brodie’s name, be-
sides his pen-name, appears on the
jacket, and there is a photograph of John
and one of a family group, including the
father, the man in their lives.
One can re-read The Man In Our
Lives with renewed and greater delight

(continued on next page)

(C) Punch
"You surely don't suppose I'm going to allow mere proof to sway my opinion."

HOLD THE LINE
IT DOESNT SURPRISE ANYONE TO-DAY that their
telephoneismadeofplastics insteadofwood. The reason
is,ofcourse,thatplasticsarethebestmaterialsforthejob.
Plastics are just a fewof thehundredsofnew,man-made
materialsthatscientistshavegivenuS materialsthatwere
not even imagineda fewyearsag0,but are nowaccepted
asapartofoureverydaylives.
Manyof these substances owe their existence, or their
development; to ICIs research workers the versatile
plastic Perspex firstusedinaircraftwindscreensandnow
to be found in a thousand different articles, is a good
example. ButICIscontribution coversawide feld;andincludesnewdrugs;dyestuffsandpaints,andsuch fbresasArdil and Terylene whichbid fair to revolutionise our
ideasofclothing: Thelist iS,quiteliterally,neverending;for the source of them ICIs 8712 million-a-year re-
searchanddevelopmentprogramme goes on unceasinglyin laboratories all overGreatBritain.
ICI IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES (NZ) LTD

Win Friends, Pepularity withLittle Tricks of Everyday Talk
A well-known publisher reports
there is a simple technique of
everyday conversation which can
pay you real dividends in both
social and professional advance-
ment and works like magic to
give you added poise, self-confi-
dence and greater popularity.
The details of this method are
described in a fascinating book66 99let; Adventures in Conversation;
sent free on request:
According to this publisher,
many people do not realise how
much they could influence others
simply by what theysay and how
they say it: Whether in business,

at social functions; Or even in
casual conversations with new
acquaintances, there are ways in
which you can make a good im-
pressionevery timeyoutalk
Toacquaintmore readersof this
paper with the easy-to-follow rulesfor developing skill in everyday
conversation, the publishers have
printed full detailsoftheir interest-
ing self-training method in a 24-
page booklet; which will be sent
free to anyone who requests it:
Please send 6d in stamps to cover
postage and despatch. The addressis Conversation Studies Dept: RL,
Totara Park; Kerikeri Central,
North Auckland:


