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“Care for a pame of cards? He breaks open a new pack—shuffles—"

and Claudio, for example, and Phoebe
and the gormless . Silvius, The romantic
rightness of the BBC Merchant of
Venice owed a lot to the delightful
playing of Bassanio by Tony Britton.
He gave the role an engaging bovish-
ness, so that we had the appealing diffi-
dence in the Casket Scene to balance
what can be the unsympathetic hysteria
of the Trial. Michael Redgrave plaved
a satisfyingly venomous Shylock — the
snarling of the Trial Scene sounded in
our ears long enough to scramble any
sympathetic chords aroused earlier, thus
leaving us emotionally free to enjoy the
Happy Ending. —M.B.

Places Where They Sing

THINK one might fairly say that

those npt members of any Church,
nor interested in religion, would find
little reason to listen to ordinary Church
service broadcasts. Their purpose is, of
course. devotional, and not aesthetic:
but frequent indifferent preaching and
music ensure that their appeal! remains
thus restricted. Yet it would be a pity
if experience of our religious broadcasts
were to deter anybody from listéning to
the BBC Religious Service programme,
broadcast from the YCs on Monday
nights. These sessions, recorded in Eng-
lish churches, have an extra appeal in
the dignity of the services. the literate
nature of the sermons, and the fineness
of the musie. Anglican plainchant and
Catholic Gregorian create an atmosphere
that seems to me more suitable for radio
than some other forms of church ser-
vice, It was pleasing to recognise in
last Monday's excellent broadcast from
. Westminster Cathedral the name of

. N.Z. LISTENER, May 13, 1955,

Maxwell Fernie (formerly of Welling-
ton) as organist. The singing on this
occasion was among the best heard in
the series. And Canon Collinawood’s
sermon showed that, contrary to what
some local preachers seem concerned to
establish, broadcast homilies need not
be lengthy, ponderous and repetitive to
produce a profound response.

Korean Reverie

U N. action in Korea, called by some

* pubticists, “the forgotten war.” has
inspired some bad films, but little else.
However, Conrad Voss-Bark's Letter
irom Korea (1YC), one of the best BBC
plays I have heard this year, did create,
against a background of Korean cold
and contused action, a most vivid im-
pression of the stresses of war, under-
lining .ihe irony in the statement, "In
war the great issues overshadow the per-
sonal tragedy.” 7T1he hopes,
noscaigia ot five Briiish so-aiers holding
a defile to cover the retreat of their
unit. were revealed in a skilful mixture
of diaiogue and interior monologue.
Reverie, which radio plays are well
adapted to present, seems to me always
in danger of becoming artificial and
falsely rhetorical. But, despite some
(perhaps intentionai?) echoes of Henry
V, the streams-of-consciousness- of Mr.
Voss-Bark’s characters gave us a more
believable insight into the minds of
weary and desperate men than I can
imagine any other technique doing.
Skilful production and playing by the
BBC Repertory Company made this a
most satisfying play. which, though
ostensibly set in Korea, touched issues
raised whenever men are at war.

—J.CR.
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What more can you do?

BEFORE BABY COMES, AND AFTER, the strain on your resources is at its
very greatest. But, of course, you are well prepared for it. You eat
well and wisely; you take plenty of rest. However, to be safe, there is
something more that you can do. Take daily Ribena. For Ribena—
the natural way to take Vitamin C—builds up you and your baby.
Strengthens you both. In fact, Ribena does a great amount of
good in a great number of ways. All of which make Ribena um'qué.

RIBENA, MADE ONLY FROM FRESH RIPE BLACKCURRANTS and pure cane
sugar, is a rich source of natural Vitamin C and many other factors
essential to good health, It is sweet, delicious and extremely kind
to the tenderest digestion. Sponsored by the British Government
during the war, the value of Ribena has been proved in searching
clinical tests. All good reasons why you should give Ribena regularly
. to the family,

You can take

Ribena

THE NATURAL WAY TO KEEP FIT AND
FIGHT INFECTION

R.BENA is mode under the technical direction of V. L, 5. Charley, 8.5c.,
Pi.D., H. W. Carter & Co. Ltd., The Royal Forest Laboratories, Coleford,
Gloucester, England,

RIBENA contains not less than 20 mg. Ascorbic Acid {Vitamin C) per
fuid 0z. {55 mg. per 100 gms.).

Distributed in New Zealand by
J.R. Butland (Pty.) Limited, Queen Street, Auckland
Available ot all Chemists




