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DOUBTS AND FEARS
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HE doubting Thomases of
the world pay too high a price
for their scepticism. I have

received a most interesting letter
from a Fendalton correspondent
who is clearly a_ better bird
watcher than I am; and a better bird

tamer. His ear is better
than mine, his memory
(I suspect) longer. This,

for example, is quite beyond me:
Blackbirds have .a ten-note refrain-all
hereabouts use the same-sometimes keepingit repeated till they launch into their fullnotes, which sound to me more bellicose
than the meilow flute tones of English black-birds, as I remember them.
Young blackbirds never "come confi-
dently to my digging spade," as they doto his, and I have never succeeded inestablishing such relations with a thrush
as this paragraph indicates:
For two seasons I have had a thrush that
comes down on the lawn, plays a short ob-bligato, runs a little way, sings again, and to
my "Give us another, old chap!" always re-sponds. He likes to sing full and loud on the
back of the garden seat.
But my correspondent’s most interesting
note describes the hypnotising of a
young cuckoo by a cat:
As I moved quietly to the. peach tree
where the call had been heard, I saw a well-
fledged young bird above my head. Awarbler fed him once and went into the next
garden to forage. Neither seemed scared of
me. The cat came along to see what I was
looking at; then jumped up on the fence.The cuckoo stopped creaking and the cat
began to move along the fence, making a
guttural hypnotic gentle yowling noise. There
was ten feet of rambler rose between the
cat and the now silent cuckoo, which sat
hunched with drooping wings and staring at
the staring cat. . . Suddenly from over the
fence a grey warbler shot and smacked the
bird in the face. It woke with a start and
dashed: off with the warbler.
I wish I could accept that precisely
as it stands. I can’t doubt that it is

truthful, and the sentences I have quoted
show that the writer is a patient, ex-
perienced, sympathetic, and disciplined
observer. I can’t reject the volume of
evidence available about the. hypnotic
fears aroused in some wild creatures
by other wild creatures-snakes in birds,
cats and weasels in birds, weasels in
rabbits, and so on. I once saw a half-
grown rabbit sitting squealing as a
weasel circled it in some tussocks. I
was, in fact, able to catch the rabbit
and shoot the weasel, which did not like
losing its prey, and came back to look
for it. The rabbit, which I had by this
time released, seemed to be quite un-
injured, and when I put it down raced
up the hill into a burrow. That, I have
always supposed since, was a clear case
of hypnotism, but to be on all fours
with the cat and the cuckoo, a second
rabbit would have had to dash in, not
to attack the weasel, but to break the
spell, I can’t help suspecting that the
warbler broke the spell by accident-
came back to feed the cuckoo, suddenly
saw the cat, and in its fright collided
with its paralysed fosterling.
* 9 a

APRIL 9

NE of the most depressing results
when spring, summer, and autumn
all lose half their rain is the loss of
half the trees in newly-established plan-:
pig
It is bad when sheep spend most
their time near the water troughs,af worse when cattle can’t hide their
bones; but in both cases recovery is
quick if rain comes and the loss tem

porary if it does not come.
Trees live longer than wedo ourselves,’ and when

they die we can never be sure that we
will see them replaced. Even the quick
growers take 10 or 20 years to be trees,
and that is a long time to wait at any
stage in our lives, and an impossibletime in the latter staves.
Fortunately, there are trees that it is
difficult to kill-some of them big like
the sequoias, some small like hawthorns.
Jim told me yesterday that a hormone
spray which had shrivelled his willows

like a fire had no effect .at all on his
hawthorns. It was good, news to me in
spite of the fact that thorn hedges hat-
bour fireblight which may be the cause,or at least one cause, of my dead anddying chestnuts. When a tfee begins to.
die before its time I feel as I do whenI meet a man of 40 and notice that he
has lost his hair and his teeth and his
colour and his firmness and his zest and
his elasticity and is rapidly losing his
battle with the pull of gravity. One of
the most distressing sights I ever saw in
the bush was the destruction in a galeof a row of beech trees on the spine
of a ridge, all of them 40 or 50 feet
high, If they had crashed down suddenly
the sight would have shocked me less
than seeing them bend over, recover,
bend again, and then fail to recover as
their roots one by one gave way. The
only noise was the howl of the wind
high above me, and the cracking of
twigs and small branches as the big
trees settled down on their sides.
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WAS glancing through the Shorter
Reviews of the New Statesman when
I blundered on this notice of a new issue
of the Poems and Songs of Robert
Burns;
First, a box chequered black and white in
a sort of shepherd’s plaid. Next, a cello-
phané wrapper. Inside, a padded Royal
Stewart tartan binding, in silk. Finally well
printed, the poems of Burns, edited and in-
troduced by James Barke. . . Mr, Barke’s
publishers have loyally co-operated in making
this wholly uncritical edition; and by serving
up a Lowland poet in all this tartan non-
sense they pander to a synthetic patriotism
and put the poems on a level with short-
bread, Edinburgh Rock, and A Present from
the Trossachs.
The half of me that is English
laughed. the half that is Scots rejoiced.

But I wish the reviewer
had signed his name. It
would give me. great

pleasure to let him know that his blun-
derbuss was heard round the world. I
hope the sound will be recorded and
reproduced as often as two or three
Scots are met together. in the Poet’s
name. I am too poor to make extrava-
gant promises. But if some disc-maker
will imprison those words in durable
material, and make them available at a
reasonable price, I will present one copy
every year while I live to the Society
for the Propagation of Common Sense.

(To be continued)

THE PLANTING of trees rates high among the pleasures of Richard Beauchamp,who will beginsixtalks on trees in the 3YA "Country Session" on Monday, May
2. Mr. Beauchamp starts off in the shade of his own trees, and ends with a talk

on tree planting as public policy.

(continued from previous page) )

scooping me before him he cruised sun-|
nily into and around the forecourt. The
echoes of his opening ‘peals still lingered
among the strip lighting. From finger-
nai] and electric clock the plastic ran
down like wax.
"Oh, my people!" I pleaded inwardly.
"Let me not believe this. Oh, pioneers!
Oh, boys from ‘way down under ..
oh, blokes!"
As though in answer to my plea a
stocky, cropped, reddish-faced man|
shouldered out into the presence. 1}
picked him at a glance: bomber boy;
three-tour type if ever I saw one; one
who had shared his soap ration with
Group Captains. He addressed the great |
man:
"And where did you put this brief-
case?" How I loved that joker.
"AHHHRHH?" Mr. Normanby un-
rolled some of his surplus top structure;
his head was jacked gently up towards
the woeful, watching clock. His smile
diminished a fraction at each corner. He
inspected with mildest interest my
bomber champion. "But, my dear boy!"
he laughed at last, patient, explanatory,
"that’s exactly what I’m asking you!"
It was all over. Mr. Normanby was no
mere Group Captain. He was an Um-
brage of Air Marshals. He was Hastings,
Agincourt, Waterloo. The cropped red
head was down ferreting among the left |
luggage.
"N-never mind," I sobbed and ran
out. I have started reading Carlyle i |
considerable dismay.
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THE MODERN
DRESSMAKER
PRICE ONLY
(WORTH POUNDS) 10/-
CompleteCourseofDressmaking,
Tailoring,etc.(First Edition) Wonderful book for Be-

ginner or Professional Dressmaker Most
advanced methods of dressmaking and
needle work ever published Fully illustrated this book is the only book ofitskinda
AWARDED FIRST ORDER OF MERIT
TEACHES THOROUGHLY ALL PRACTICAL

TRADE METHODSIn addition to making and fitting you learnall about: How to take measurements cor_rectly CuttingandSewing Hints Cutting
on the Bias Art of EconomicalCutting
Out on limited quanteties of Material
How to Make Sleeves Setting Sleevesinto Armholes Style and Colour tor In-
dividual Types How to Fit: Sloping
Shoulders How to Fit all Types of
Figures How to OpenYourOwn Businessand be Independent Foundation StitchesTailor Methods Welt Pockets, etc The
ArtofFitting, the Correction ofFittings
Varieties of Seams Types for all Fabrics
Plackets andOpenings, sewing inCanvas
Correct Method of Pressing Different Materials Necklines and Armholes Collars
Laying Out the Materials BindingsMachine and Hand, Helpful Hints Ali
About Sleeves Style Set, Finish, etc.
Kiltings and Pleats, Frills and Flounces, Skirt
Opening with Underlap and Belting
Yokes Dainty Trimmings,Neckwear How toinsert Tailored Pockets, Various Types
FancyStitches; Smocking,;Veining,FaggottingDrawn Thread Work, Buttonholes Tailoredand Worked Pockets, Scalloping, Hemstitch-
ing, braiding AIl about the SewingMachine Tucking, Quilting, etc. Darts
Tucks and Arrowheads How to Impart the
Tailored Air, Tailored Garments liningsAndmanymore thingsyoushouldknowabout
Dressmaking A few hoursof your sparetime, studying these interesting subjects, andyou can become Professional Dressmaker.You canmake the smartest clothes for yolirself and others:

FREE To FIRST100CUSTOMERSPost your order with 10/. for the Modern
Dressmaker today and you will also receivefree of charge, THE COMPLETE CUTTING
GUIDE 45 pages containing secrets of ex-perttailoring Obtainable from NZ. agents
SOUTHERN GILBERTCo:, LTDBox 5083, "L; Lambton Quay,Wellington

IMMEDIATE RELIEF FROMinsect BitesBanishpainimmediately from insectbices applyJOHNSON'S BURN CREAM pre-eminent {0o
aS generalPurposeointmens in thehome Atchemists erywhere_ Dist.POTTER & BIRKS(NZ)LTD FederalScreet;Auckland:
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Fight rust and win!Greater
penetrating power and soilyness"
make "3-in-One" Oil the ideal
ANTL-RUST lubricant for the
home, office, workshop and
garage. BETTER protection_
better value _buy "3-in-One3) Oil
teday.
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