session had the advant-

ages of a literate script,
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a sensible plan and re-
cords ranging from
Seaight’s Becket sermon
to some familiar Bach.

Doug. Laurenson, whose

—

control of these pro-

among them severa] newsmen suffering
from a sense of mission and a tendency
to talk turkey fast into transoceanic
phones, A similar set-up has so often
led us listeners down some familiar plot-
path into a fracas from which the hero
emerges with a bulkier pay-envelope in
one hand and his future wife in the
other. But The Domesday Story was
different. There was a satirical under-
current beneath the surface picture of
conflicting loves and loyalties, and if the
dénouement was obvious and, from the
author’s point of view, a walkover, this
did not prevent it from being artistic-
ally acceptable, sobering, and quite pos-
sibly true, —MB

Too Much Cackle

ZOR its “listeners’ choice™ session, 1YD

uses the gimmick of The Last Six,
which assume that all the gramophone
recorcs in the world are to be destroyed,
save six only, which the compére of the
week may salvage. It is an agreeable
enough idea. Sessions I have heard
varied from the entertaining to the
awful, with occasionally a really bright
and original contribution. Last Sunday’s

grammes often makes
them appear better than
they really are, tried to
add extra novelty by
making deductions about
the personality of the
commeére from her script
alone, deductions only
partly confirmed in the
epilogue—a letter from
her husband. Mr. Lauren-
son is to be commended
for endeavouring to keep

the . session from its
threatening rut. But his
presentation involved

three introductions — his
detective work, the re-
corded formula opening,
and the compére’s own
prologue—so that I be-
gan to wonder when the
cackle would be cut and
the horses emerge. If on
this occasion, the for-

f¢) #unch mula had been dis-
pensed with, what was a good pro-
gramme might have turned into a very
good one,

Musical Oasis

ONE of the least satisfactory features
of National Stitions’ programming
in the past has been the odd fill-in
periods of miscellaneous music at vari-
ous times during the day, several sound-
ing as if a fistful of records had been
plucked at random from the racks. It
is pleasant to be able to commend what
seems to be another step towards more
coherent planning, in the most agree-
able half-hour that 1YA now provides
from 11.30 to noon on most days. This
has, during the past couple .of weeks,
turned out to be one of the best musical
spots of the entire day. Musical anni-
versaries are remembered’ and commem-
orated; on “other occasions the music is
chosen to provide an oasis of calm in the
rush of a working day. Last week’s Mozart
and Rachmaninoff programmes were ex-
amples of intelligent selection, nice anti-
dotes to the mood of the late morning.
It might not be quite the old “music
while you work”; it is something better
—music while vou listen. __g C R

BEETHOVEN QUARTETS

S announced .o week or two ago, the

Poscal Quartet will play all the
Beethoven String Quartets and the Grosse
Fuge during their New Zealand tour.
These will be spread over six concerts,
but they will all be heard from all YC
stations, starting this week (Aptil 19)
with No. 2, Opus 18, No. 2; No. 7,
Opus 59, No. }; and No. 1, Opus 95.
Other, broadcasts (all ot 8.0 p.m.) ore:—
April 26: No. 4, Opus 18, No. 4; No. 8§,
Opus 59, No. 2; No. 10, Opus 74. April
28: No. 3, Opus 18, No. 3; No. 13, Opus
130; No. 17, Opus 133 (Grosse Fuge).
May 2: No. 14, Opus 131; No. 6, Opus
18, No. 6. May 4: No. 5, Opus 18, No.
5; No. 12, Opus 127; No. 16, Opus 135.
May 11: No. 1, Opus 18, No. 1; No. 9.
Oous 59, No. 3; No. 15, QOpus 132.
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Birmingham makes most things in metal from pins to
power presses. Below are just a few of the many
products of Birmingham firms, but whatever you want
the City’s Information Department will circulate your
requirements to Birmingham firms free of charge,

Brassware Hand tools Toys

Jewellery Silverware Machine Tools
Buttons Sporting guns Bicycles
Badges Wire Goods Stationer’s Sundries
Kitchenware Pewterware E.P.N.S. ware

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

The Council House, Birmingham, England

A well-known publisher reports
there is a simple technique’ of
everyday conversation which can
pay you real dividends in both
social and professional advance-
ment and works like magic to
give you added poise, self-confi-
dence and greater popularity.
The details of this method are
described in a fascinating book-
let, “Adventures in Conversation,”
sent free on request. /

According to this publisher,
many people do not realise how
much they could influence others
simply by what they say..and
how they say it. Whether in busi-

ness, at social functions, or even

Win Friends, Popularity with
Little Tricks of

Everyday Talk

in casual conversations with new
acquaintances, there are ways in
which you can make a good im-
pression every time you talk.

To acquaint more readers of -
this paper with the easy-to-follow
rules for developing skill in
everyday conversation, the pub-
lishers have printed full details
of their interesting self-training
method in a 24.page booklet,
which will be sent {ree to anyone
who requests it. Please send 6d
in stamps to cover postage and
despatch. The address is Conver-
sation Studies, Dept. RL2, Totara
Park, Kerikeri Central, North
Auckland.
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