EOPLE who pull strings to get
on in life are generally envied
though not liked, but the work
of the Bussell family, who pull
strings for a living, has been loved
in England, the Continent, South
Alrica, Australia and, they hope, will be
enjoyed in New Zealand. The Bussells,
you see. are the owners and manipu-
lators of the famous Hogarth Puppets.
The Listener talked to them just after
they had urrived in New Zealand in
the Monowai with their ton of equip-
ment, For sixteen weeks the troupe (of
eighty puppets) named after Mrs. Bus-
sell, who uses her professional name of
Ann  Hogarth, will be touring this
country,

“We'll be going ta small towns from
Whangarei to Invercargill. as well asx
the larger centres,” Jan Bussell said. “It
will mean a lot of hard work in the
small places, where we'll be giving only
one or two performances, When we
arrive we have to hump the equipment
in and set it up ourselves—-the stage
the standing platform where we work,
the puppets and the sound-effects wear
—then the show goes on for a couptz of
hours, and after it’s over we must pack
everything up again and move on.”

However, Jan Bussell, his wife, and
daughter Sally look as though they
thrive on this activity., He is a tall,
spare, tanned man. with a greying beard,
who looks as though he has more than
a nodding acquaintance with lepre-
chauns, pixies and similar supernatural
phenomena. Ann Hogarth is a tormer
actress who is now a famous BBC tele-
vision personality through her fortnightly
Muffin the Mule show. Their daughter
acts as well, but she is also. in-between
times, stage manager for the puppet
theatre. “Sally has the very difficult
job," her father said, “of feeding us
props and puppets at exactly the right
moment. She also works the sound
effects, some of which are tape-recorced.
She has got sa quick at it all though
that she sometimes reads a book at the
same time and worries us stiff, How-
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aver, she misses
a cue.”

Sally has grown up with
the puppets. She even
slept 1n a cellar with
them during the war, and
it 1s easy to see that the
Bussells are completely
immersed in their pup-
pet world, “Puppets are
a serioug branch of the
theatre,”  Tan Bussell
said, “just as much as
bullet  and  opera. Our
puppet theatre, for in-
stance, is 206 feet wide
and has stage-boxes on
either side with a pup-
pet audience and au
archestra. We sometimes
use as many as fifty
puppets in a perform-
ance. Behind the boxes
is the proscenium arch,

stage itself, with our
behind it. For  artistic
teasons we do all the dialegue our-
selves, because working a puppet is
essenlially a piece of acting where you
must get right into a part. Something
of you goes down the strings, and be-
sides that you get all the fun of acting
many different parts in one performance.
You have to have an agile mind.”

never

the
platform

then

The Bussells devise their own scenery,
plots and personages as well. They have
a small workroom with one man to
assist them in making the puppets,
although Muffin the Mule, their most
famous character, is now mass-produced
in a simplified, five-string form under
licence. Their scenarics include imita-
tions of variety turns, ballet and the
circus. They play Shakespeare, and
Macbeth is one of their most successful
acts. They also per-
form a verse-play by
Edna St. Vincent Millay
and stories from Hans
Andersen.

The Bussells like to
experiment with ~ their
puppets. One new kind
they have has a rubber
face which is capable of
changing its expression.

and mobilg feet—al-
though it is a form of
elove puppet. It also

uses Jan Bussell’s othet
hand as its hand. Shadow
puppets from China are
among the most interest
ing of the Bussell's col
lection, T hese are
coloured and are seen
through a semi-transpar-
ent screen. Jan Bussell
talked: about the work
of the Czech puppet car.
toenist Trinko in films
“It must be terribly
boring 1o do,” he said.
“hecause each position is
changed only about an
eighth of an inch be-
tween photographs, so
that there is ne chance
of any ‘lifel in the char-
acters.” He considered
that electronically - con-
trolled puppets or “Kine-
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which have been filmed in Ger-
and America, are just robots
also suffer through not being

mins,"”
many
which
“live”

Anu Hogarth told us then about per-
forming with ‘puppets on television,
which she has been doing for the past
eight vears. “Actually, it’s rather dull,”
she said, “because all the time you have :
the feeling that you are performing for :
the technicians alone, and it’s easy to:
eet self-conscious as a result.” Her show
is done in mime with only three sets— |
a piano-top. a book-shelf and a view out !
of a window—and the puppets come to
Miss Hogarth there. “One of the oddest
things about it is the fact that the pup-
pets are wildly out of proportion, and
no one minds. There's a penguin about !
natural size, an ostrich and. Monty the'’
Monkey about the same size, and Muffi
the Mule. who is very much smaller than"
these are. They do simple things like
having a picnic on the piano-top, staging
a pantomime, or else they go for a ride
in a helicopter, and no one seems to
notice that there's no ceiling to the
room. We find that people just love to
use their imaginations—adults as well
as children. As for material—well, they
do much the same things as our family
does. If we move house, then the pup~
pets do. and so on.”

The Bussells have brought with them
many _hours of programme rhaterial
which they will arrange to suit audiences
of different ages. For their New Zealand
tour Kirri the Kiwi will make his first
appearance on any stage, and he, along
with Muffin, Monty the Monkey, the
Mandarins, and all the other charming

characters of the Hogarth Puppets,
should be assured of an enthusiastic
welcome from children of all ages
everywhere.
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Long Playving Records are making
avallable some of the greates( Jazz in
the world and these feature many
artists available on record for the first
time in New Zealand,

All the old favourites are re-appear-
ing with wonderful new clarity and
reduced surface noise impossible on
old discs. Some new releases are:—

LOUIS ARMSTRONG AND HIS ALL
' STARS rvecorded at a2 New York Town
é:lall Jazz Concert, D.L.P. 1015, 22%

JAZZ!!!

FATS WALLER PLAYS AND SINGS.
All the old favourites, including some
which were never released previously
by this great Jazz musician, D.L.P,
1017, 22s 64,

MODERN JAZZ PIANO. Erroll Gare
ner, Oscar Petersen. Lennie Tristana
;gd odthers all on one L.P, D.L.P. 1022,
22s 6d,

HAMP'S BOOGIE WOOGIE. Great
Jazz with the famous Lione] Hamptoms
LA, 8527. 25% 6d,

JELLY ROLL’S JAZZ. Origina] coma=
positions by Jellv Roll Morion with
the Lawson-Haggard Jazz Band. L.A.
8376. 255 6d.

BASIE'S BEST PIANO SOLOS and
Orchestra, Jazz with Count Basie,
L.A, 8589. 25s 6d.

TRUMPET SOLOS, BOBBY HACKETT

aud his Orchestra in Sweet Jazz and

?;gsl;and Jump Numbers. L.A, 8587,
S .

Feminine Touch. Famous Women Jazz
Pianists. Hazel Scott, May Lou Wile
liams and others. all original Piano
Stylists. L.A. 8634. 256 6d.

We stock the new Vogue L.P’s. featur.
ing such artists as Gillespie, Howard
McGee FEarl Bostick, and Charlie
Parker,

FREE COMPLETE LISTS
FORWARDED ON REQUEST — ALSO
REGULAR LISTS OF NEW
RELEASES.

COUNTRY ORDERS:—Postage on any
nuimber of Long l&aying Records is
] .
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CHARLES BEGG & CO,, LTD,

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON,
CHRISTCHURCH, DUNEDIN.
Whangarei, Hamilton, Palmerston
North, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru,

and Invercargill. Ro 3.

HOUSEHOLD BURNS

Banisn pain niaeciately irom housthold burns
~ apply JOHNSON'S BURN CREAM — pre-
sminent 160 at 2 general purpose ointrment in the
home. At chemists everywhere, Dist, POTTER

& BIRKS {N.Z.) LTD., Federa} Street, Auckland.

Hands are out of harm's
w2y, when iaside these
plastic-coated, long-tife, fabric
tioves. They're proofed
against washing and chemical
agents, Yater, @il and grease-
i B proof, .

These are the gloves you have heard about

tORnit Wrist, 10/9 pair
Kiit AWrist - 11/8
A Gauntlet - 11/8
Men's Gauntiel - 12/6

”
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N.Z. Agents; Gusscott Brog. Lid,, wellinglin



